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Newburn Ford Registered Battlefield
Summary
The battle
The Battle of Newburn Ford occurred in 1640 and although in purely military terms it was not a major
encounter it was of considerable historical significance in the deteriorating relations between the King
and his opponents which led to the outbreak of the English Civil War less than 18 months later. The
origins of the battle lay in the King’s attempts to impose a new prayer book on the Scottish Church, as
well as other religious practices which were seen as attempting to reintroduce Catholicism. The Scottish
Covenantor forces invaded northern England with the aim of taking Newcastle by crossing the Tyne at
the westernmost fording point (Newburn) and attacking the city from the relatively lightly defended
southern side.
The Scots gathered at Newburn on the north bank of the Tyne and the English hastily erected two
earthen forts or sconces on the meadowland on the south bank below Ryton to defend the two fords. The
Scottish cannon devastated the English forts and at low tide the covenantors crossed the river forcing
the English to retreat. The English troops attempted to make a stand but the Scots won a resounding
victory before advancing to take Newcastle.
The designation of the battlefield
The area where the main elements of the battle took place was designated as a registered historic
battlefield on 6 June 1995. Historic battlefields are considered by both the government and Historic
England to be heritage assets of the highest significance (along with scheduled monuments, Grade I-II*
listed buildings etc) and although there is no separate system of consent for them their significance is a
material consideration for local planning authorities when considering any proposed development
which would affect them or their setting.
Planning context
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) affirms the ‘desirability of sustaining and enhancing
the significance of heritage assets’ such as Newburn Ford battlefield. The NPPF states that ‘local
planning authorities should require an applicant to describe the significance of any heritage assets
affected including any contribution made by their setting’ in order to help ‘understand the potential
impact of the proposal on their significance’. It also asserts that when considering the impact of
development on that significance, great weight should be given to the asset’s conservation.
The NPPF states that developments which would give rise to a substantial level of harm to designated
heritage assets of the highest significance (eg battlefields) should be ‘wholly exceptional’ and that
developments which would give rise to a ‘less than substantial’ level of harm should be weighed against
the public benefits of the proposal.
Newburn Ford battlefield straddles two planning authorities (Newcastle City Council and Gateshead
Metropolitan Borough Council). The Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan (CSUCP), which provides
the main planning framework for both areas, stresses the importance of the conservation and
enhancement of the historic environment. It promotes respecting and enhancing views and the setting
of heritage assets and sustaining the historic environment in a manner appropriate to the significance
of those assets.
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Part of the battlefield is also covered by the draft North East In shore Marine Plan being prepared by
the Marine Management Organisation.
Current character of the battlefield
The character and appearance of the battlefield at Newburn Ford has been altered by numerous
landscape changes such as the canalisation of the River Tyne, the construction of industrial estates, the
erection of electricity pylons from a substation and various smaller incremental developments. It
should also be noted however that the character of the battlefield has been considerably enhanced in
recent decades by the demolition of the Stella North and South Power Stations and the landscaping of
former spoil pits. It is still possible to gain some understanding of the events of the battle from the
surviving topography. Partly due to the adverse effect of these incremental developments the battlefield
has been placed on the heritage at risk register, and Historic England have commissioned this study in
order to provide clearer guidance to developers and the planning authorities when considering planning
applications affecting the battlefield.
Purpose of report
In order to better understand the various distinct parts of the battlefield this study has included an
element of landscape characterisation. Fifteen separate character areas have been identified. Each of
these has a more or less homogenous character and each one has been separately analysed in terms of its
history, heritage significance, landscape character, contribution to key views, archaeological potential,
sensitivity, opportunities for enhancement and planning recommendations. These are presented in
Appendix 1.
The principal recommendations:


There should be a presumption that in areas of high sensitivity within the registered battlefield
new buildings will be limited to areas already built upon;



Areas which largely retain an open character and are of high sensitivity (Areas 1, 2, 6, 7 and 10)
should have their existing character enhanced;



Existing facilities should be relocated away from Character Area 1. This area offers opportunities
for considerable enhancement and the undeveloped areas are of particularly high sensitivity



The visual impact of electricity infrastructure (eg substation) should be reduced;



The possibility of burying electrical cables should be encouraged where it does not conflict with
archaeology.



New buildings in areas of high or moderate sensitivity should be low-rise and designed to blend in
with the landscape.



Brownfield developments (eg Areas 11 and 13) should be less intrusive than that which currently
occupies or occupied the site.



Development of the industrial estate on the north side of the river (Area 13) should include
provision for an extension of the riverside walk along this stretch of the Tyne.



Ensure that the upper parts of the hill within Newburn village (Character Area 3) remain open.



The woodland character of Area 5 (Wooded slopes to north of Ryton) should be retained,
particularly in proximity to the existing routes through. Planning applications which would
compromise this should be resisted.
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Access and visual links should be enhanced between Newburn village and the river front. The
existing visual barrier, which originated with the former railway line along this route, should be
dissipated through developments which encourage links.



Archaeological mitigation should be undertaken in areas with archaeological potential
(particularly the south side of the river in the undeveloped parts of Areas 1 and 10).



Ensure that views from private land (Hallow Hill and Rye Hill) which have been identified as
being of potential significance are properly assessed when considering planning applications in
these areas (see Fig 3).



The clearance of trees from below Newburn Church should be encouraged to enhance views
between this area and the central core of the battlefield.
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INTRODUCTION AND BACKGROUND
The Battle of Newburn Ford was the only military engagement of The Second
Bishop’s War, fought in 1640 as a result of the attempts of King Charles I to impose a
new prayer book and other religious practices on the Scottish church. The scale of the
battle was relatively modest but it was of considerable historical significance in
forming a key element in the escalating tensions between the King and Parliament
which led to the English Civil Wars.
The site is now a registered battlefield but it has continued to see much harmful,
incremental, piecemeal development, partly due to a lack of understanding of the
significance of the site, and in consequence has been included on the Heritage at Risk
Register. Local knowledge of this important battlefield is limited, with relatively
little interpretation, and the protection of the site through the planning process has
until now been made more complicated by the fact that it straddles the administrative
boundaries of two local authorities (Newcastle City Council and Gateshead
Metropolitan Borough Council).
This report has been commissioned by Historic England as part of the National
Heritage Protection Plan (NHPP Activity Team 4EI) and is one of a pair of joint
studies; the other focusing on Boroughbridge Battlefield in Yorkshire.
The main aims of the study are to:




enhance understanding of the battlefield
help in the process of raising the profile of the site’s historical significance
provide developers, the local community and the local authorities with the
information they need to safeguard the heritage significance of the battlefield
when considering change in the area and when applying the provisions of the
Local Development Plan to planning applications.

The report has been produced by Oxford Archaeology, Chris Burnett Associates
(planning issues) and Dr Glenn Foard. It has been based on historical research of the
main secondary sources, historic map analysis and an on-site investigation of the
current landscape of the battlefield.
The report comprises an historical background, a planning background and a general
analysis of the registered battlefield in terms of landscape characterisation, heritage
significance,

key

views,

opportunities

for

enhancement

and

planning

recommendations. This is followed by an appendix that provides the main analysis
of each of the 15 character areas.
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UNDERSTANDING THE SITE: HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

2

Historical summary

2.1














2.2

The Battle of Newburn Ford was part of a series of military engagements in England, Ireland
and Scotland between 1639 – 1651 (including the English Civil Wars) which centred around
the extent of the power of the King;
Between 1629 and 1640 the King had attempted to govern the country without summoning a
Parliament (or raising taxes through them);
In 1637 the King attempted to impose on the Scottish church a new prayer book and other
practices which were seen as an attempt to introduce elements of Catholicism. This led to a
series of minor skirmishes in 1639 between the Scottish (Covenanter) army known as the
First Bishop’s War;
In 1640 the Scots invaded northern England with the main intention of capturing Newcastle
by crossing the Tyne to the west of the city (at Newburn) and attacking from the relatively
lightly defending south side;
The Battle of Newburn Ford appears to have been a one-sided encounter between two
unmatched forces.
The Scottish troops had gathered on the hills to the north of Newburn while the English had
constructed two earthwork forts on the southern meadowland to defend the two fording points
in this area.
The Scottish cannon devastated the English forts and at low tide the Scots crossed the river,
successfully forcing the English to retreat. The English unsuccessfully attempted to make a
stand but the Scots advanced and subsequently took Newcastle without further bloodshed.
Partially as a result of the battle the King was forced to recall Parliament in 1640 for the first
time in 11 years in order to raise funds through taxes, but tensions between the two sides
continued to escalate and they then came to a head in January of 1642 with the outbreak of the
first English Civil War.

Wider historical context of the battle
The Battle of Newburn Ford was the only military engagement of what is known as
the Second Bishop’s War. However, this engagement forms part of a series of bloody
inter-related conflicts in England, Ireland and Scotland between 1639 and 1651
known as the ‘Wars of the Three Kingdoms’. The main conflict was the English Civil
Wars but the Wars of the Three Kingdom’s also included the Irish Rebellion (1641),
the Irish Confederate Wars and the Scottish Civil War (1644–45). These wars
fundamentally reshaped relationships between England, Ireland and Scotland and
their internal political and religious landscapes, resulted in the execution of the King
and the establishment of the Commonwealth in England, a short-lived experiment in
military dictatorship under Oliver Cromwell, all of which would have been
unthinkable consequences for most participants at the outset of the wars in 1639.
The wars developed as a series of disputes over the extent of the power of the King,
both to interfere in the religious practises of his subjects (as monarch and head of the
Church of England) and to rule without the consent of parliament. In reality the
5

Newburn Ford Registered Battlefield

motivations of the combatants were complex and varied and included a wide range
of interlinked religious, political and economic causes and grievances, which were
different in each of the three kingdoms and changed as the wars progressed.
Newburn Ford, and the political chain of events before and after the battle, are
important because they document the escalating violence of these political disputes
and the transition from peace to war. The Bishop’s Wars are notable for the reluctance
of military commanders on both sides to resort to bloodshed, and the use of limited
military operations – armed negotiations - in attempts to force the settlement of
political grievances. Up to that point the British Isles had largely escaped the
devastating effects of the religious wars that wracked continental Europe in the late
16th and 17th centuries. Newburn Ford was the first time in more than half a century
that blood had been spilt in battle on mainland British soil (the first time in nearly a
century in the case of England). As such it represented a substantial escalation in the
level of violence, and a major landmark on the road to general conflict.
King James VI of Scotland, after he inherited the thrones of England and Ireland in
1603 to become James I of England, had managed to avoid much direct entanglement
in the continental wars and to keep the religious, political and economic tensions in
his three kingdoms under control through political compromise. Unfortunately his
son, Charles I, who ascended the thrones in 1625, lacked political sense. Like his
father he believed in the divine right of kings to rule, but he was uncompromising
and insensitive in his attempts to impose his will on the parliament and peoples of
England, Scotland and Ireland, with little regard for their long-standing freedoms
and prerogatives. He was also suspected of having more sympathy for Roman
Catholics than was proper in a Protestant ruler, a dangerous implication in this
period of fevered anti-Catholic sentiment in English and Scottish politics. In 1625 he
had married the French Princess Henrietta-Marie de Bourbon, a Roman Catholic,
raising the fear that his children would be raised as Roman Catholics.
From a modern Western European perspective, it is difficult to comprehend the
extent to which politics and religion were one and the same thing in 17th Century
Britain. Each religious faction had a different view of the way the nations should be
organised, based on interpretations of scripture and the traditions established by
their particular church. Economic necessity, feudal and dynastic politics and
nationalist political agendas added confusing layers of complexity, and often divided
loyalties. As in the other Protestant states of Europe, Protestantism had become tied
up with concepts of national identity and the protection of traditional liberties, in
opposition to the absolute rule claimed by the Imperial Habsburg, Roman Catholic
monarchs of Europe, who were portrayed as tyrants by Protestant politicians. The
presence of a large Catholic population under the King’s rule in Ireland added to the
6
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potentially explosive political situation, especially as the Catholics suffered from
discrimination and the seizure of their lands by English and Scottish Protestant
colonists and were ripe for rebellion.
King Charles did nothing to discourage charges of tyranny. In the 11 years from 1629
to 1640 England was under the direct rule of the King, as he had fallen out with the
English Parliament over of a long list of economic, political and religious grievances,
and had declined to summon them. As one of the main functions of Parliament was
raising taxes, the Royal finances were in a state of permanent crisis. King Charles and
his advisors resorted to increasingly ruthless and illegal means to extract money from
his subjects, greatly increasing political tensions, and the potential for popular unrest.
Protests were led by the urban mercantile middle class and elements of the landed
gentry who suffered most from these exactions. The English Parliament was the
mouthpiece for these political interest groups, many of whom were Puritans with
radical Protestant views.
The events that directly triggered the Wars of the Three Kingdoms, specifically the
Bishop’s Wars, began in 1637 when King Charles I and William Laud, Archbishop of
Canterbury, attempted to impose 'high church' practises, reminiscent of Roman
Catholic forms of worship, on the Scottish Presbyterian church. The reforms included
a new prayer book, recently adopted by the English church. They also tried to
appoint bishops to enforce the reforms over the Presbyterian church, which objected
to bishops as a matter of principle. In Scotland these reforms were seen by many
Protestants as an attempt to reintroduce Roman Catholicism by the backdoor and
were rejected in violent rioting. The civil unrest was orchestrated by the Covenanters,
a powerful Protestant political faction which dominated the Scottish parliament. The
Covenanters were committed to defending the interests of the Presbyterian church
that had emerged in Scotland following the Reformation. They were named after a
series of ‘covenants’, documents which restated Scottish Presbyterian policies and
doctrines, including a denouncement of "superstitious and papistical rites". A major
update, the ‘National Covenant’, was signed in 1638, in a direct response to
Archbishop Laud’s attempted reforms.
First Bishop’s War
In 1639 the First Bishop’s War broke out in Scotland when King Charles attempted
to enforce his will on the rebellious Scots. As a result of his ongoing dispute with the
English Parliament, he was severely short of funds, however, and on arrival in
Scotland was shocked to discover that his army was outnumbered and inadequately
trained and equipped to deal with the formidable Covenanter army.
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The Covenanter cause was popular in Scotland and had attracted a large army,
thought to be c. 20,000 strong. There was no standing army in England or Scotland
prior to the Wars of the Three Kingdoms, but there were military professionals on all
sides who had learned their trade fighting on the continent, mainly in the Thirty
Years War (1618-48) and the Eighty Years War (1568–1648). Scottish soldiers had for
many years played a prominent role in the highly successful Swedish army, built up
under the brilliant leadership of Gustavus Adolphus, the Protestant King of Sweden
(reigned 1611-32). As the First Bishop’s War loomed in 1638-9, several thousand
Scottish veterans were still serving in Swedish regiments. Up to 300 officers and an
unknown number of common soldiers were released by the Swedish government
and returned home to fight for the Covenanters. Alexander Leslie, an outstanding
and energetic soldier who had risen from obscurity to the rank of Field Marshal in
the Swedish service, also returned home and was given command of the Covenanter
army. As a parting gift from the Swedish government, in lieu of back pay, Leslie was
allowed to bring cannon and muskets back to Scotland in Swedish naval vessels.
More artillery was manufactured in Edinburgh by the engineer Alexander “Sandie”
Hamilton, another veteran of the Swedish service. This infusion of dynamic military
leadership, experienced soldiers and equipment, coupled with popular enthusiasm
for the Covenanter cause, gave the Scots an immediate advantage over the hastily
raised and poorly financed Royalist forces dispatched to crush the rebellion.
In contrast with the Scottish forces who were heavily influenced by Swedish military
thinking English officers tended to be more familiar with the longer-established
Dutch military system (developed by Maurice of Nassau - reigned 1585 - 1625),
through a tradition of Englishmen serving in the Netherlands. Many senior officers
on both sides of the English Civil Wars learned their trade serving under Maurice.
However the English mobilisation in the Bishop’s War in 1640 was hampered by lack
of funds, due to the political crisis between King and Parliament, making it very
difficult to hire experienced veterans to train the Royalist troops.
The First Bishop’s War was notable for having no pitched battles and very few
casualties, as both sides were unwilling to fight. The Covenanters at this stage of the
wars had limited political objectives - to frustrate the religious reforms of Archbishop
Laud - and had mobilised mainly in self-defence. The Royalists on the other hand
lacked the military strength to crush the rebellion. Having captured Edinburgh
Castle in a daring coup de main, without a single casualty, Alexander Leslie awaited
the arrival of the Royalist army at Duns Law, invited the officers to dinner and
allowed them to inspect the Covenanter forces. Having observed the overwhelming
superiority of the Scottish force, the Royalists withdrew without fighting. After some
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inconclusive skirmishing, hostilities ended in an uneasy truce at the Treaty of
Berwick.
Second Bishop’s War
The truce following the First Bishop’s War quickly broke down as the two sides failed
to reach a political settlement, leading to the conflict the following year (1640) which
forms the focus of this study: the Second Bishop's War. This time the Covenanter
army under Leslie invaded northern England, before the Royalists could gather their
forces, by-passing a garrison at Berwick. Their objective was to capture Newcastle
and put a stranglehold on coal supplies to London, thus putting pressure on the King
to give in to their political demands. Their plan was to by-pass the strongest defences
on the north side of the city and strike at the lightly defended south. To do that they
had to cross the River Tyne upstream of Newcastle, at Newburn Ford. The army was
well-disciplined. The Covenanter leaders, recognising the much greater economic
power of England, and aware that they had the sympathy of Presbyterians in the
English Parliament, were careful not to provoke the anger of the English people
through acts of plunder or violence against the civilian population. Leslie sent a
messenger to the English Commander, stating that he did not want to fight, but
merely wished to negotiate with the King.
The Commander of the Royalist forces in Newcastle, Lord Conway, learned of the
Scottish attack and rushed to block their advance with the available force at his
disposal, comprising c.4500 cavalry and c.3000 infantry. Further reinforcements were
expected the following morning, but not enough to defend the Ford if the Scots
attacked in full force. As he was considering withdrawal in the face of superior forces,
Conway received a message from York from Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford,
urging him to stand his ground. Conway’s decision to give battle at Newburn Ford
seems foolhardy with hindsight, but he was honour-bound to obey Strafford’s order
to the best of his ability.
Strafford was the King’s chief advisor and Lord Deputy of Ireland, an able and
efficient administrator, but ruthless and high-handed. His hard line enforcement of
Royal financial interests - seeking to replace the royal tax revenues lost by not
summoning Parliament - had earned him much resentment throughout the three
kingdoms, and the nickname ‘Black Tom Tyrant’. He was a close ally of the reforming
Archbishop Laud. Strafford had been dispatched by the King to coordinate action
against the Scottish rebellion. At the time of the invasion he was in the north of
England assembling troops for that purpose. He had advised the King that it was
possible to raise an army in England to fight the Scots, without resorting to
Parliamentary aid and submitting to the political conditions that came with it.
9
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However the resulting scarcity of funds crippled recruitment and training efforts on
the Royalist side. The Royalist forces were to include an Irish army, possibly c.8000
strong, that Strafford had been helping to assemble and train for offensive
expeditions against the rebels in Scotland, but these had not been dispatched from
Ireland by the time the Scots invaded.
As a result of the King’s inability to hire sufficient veteran soldiers, the English troops
defending Newcastle mainly consisted of recently raised English militia levies from
the southern counties, who were poorly motivated, poorly trained and poorly
equipped. Many deserted on the march north. The Royalist commander, Lord
Conway, came from a distinguished military family but there is no evidence that he
had any battlefield experience himself.
2.3

The Battle
The events of the battle are described by Glenn Foard as follows:
‘The battle of Newburn Ford took place early on the morning of 28th August 1640. Some 4500
English troops had been dispatched to cover the ford at Newburn, the lowest crossing point of
the Tyne other than the bridge in the fortified city of Newcastle. On the south side of the
river, close to the two adjacent crossings, the English army had constructed two sconces where
they planted artillery and awaited the Scottish approach. But these forts were poorly sited,
perhaps some 100m from the river, close to the two adjacent fords and overlooked by higher
ground on the north side of the river. The English cavalry initially sheltered in a wooded ridge
to the rear.
The experienced Scottish army took up a commanding position on the rising ground to the
north of the river, in and around Newburn village. The Scots mounted several lightweight
leather cannon on the top of Newburn church tower and other artillery pieces were placed in
the undergrowth along the river bank. At first the Scottish forces could not cross the river due
both to the presence of the sconces and the fact that the tide was in. In the early morning the
Scots opened fire with their artillery. The English infantry were cruelly exposed on the flat
meadow with only the hastily erected low earthworks to shield them. The relatively small
numbers of English troops deployed in the sconces suffered heavy casualties from the Scottish
artillery. As one of the officers later reported: ‘we lay so exposed to their battery, that their
great shot was bowled in amongst our men, to their great loss and such confusion as made
them quit their works’. The English broke, abandoned their artillery and fled. Now the tide
had also gone out the Scottish cavalry were able to cross the fords and engage the English
horse standing on the meadow, who had already come under attack by the cannon fire.
They too were soon driven back, fleeing to the south with the rest of the army. On the rising
ground to the south or south-east some of the English infantry were rallied to make a stand,
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for now they were in safer, enclosed ground with good cover. However they failed to effectively
exploit this advantage and soon the whole army was routed by the advancing Scottish forces.’
The mention of the English horse standing on the meadow is interesting and it
suggests that during the early stages of the battle, the cavalry had descended to the
meadow from the wooded slopes to the rear of the English position. This presumably
occurred during the bombardment of the English forts prior to the Scottish troops
crossing the river.
The use of the light-weight leather cannon (leather-bound with a metal core) is also
an interesting aspect of the battle which has been quoted in a number of sources
although there is some doubt regarding its veracity. It is a weapon which is often
associated with the Scottish Covenanters although the origins of its claimed use at
Newburn appears been a source written 50 years after the battle. Sources closer in
time to the battle do not specifically mention leather cannon. In addition it seems
unlikely that the leather cannon would have played a key role in the battle. It is more
likely that the devastation of the English sconces would have been caused by the
larger Scottish cannons which are believed to have been sited amongst the
undergrowth along the northern river bank (discussed further below).
The contemporary account above referring to the Scots’ ‘great shot’ being ‘bowled in
amongst our men’ is suggestive of a large calibre cannon firing from a low trajectory,
such as the cannon in the undergrowth rather than the smaller gun in the church
tower.
Aftermath of the Battle and the path to the English Civil Wars
The strategic and political consequences of the English defeat were dramatic and led
directly to the outbreak of the first English Civil War in 1642. The fragile, poorly
financed English Royalist forces in the north of England were thoroughly
demoralised and the Scottish Covenanter army under Leslie was able to capture
Newcastle quickly and without further bloodshed. Charles I was famously forced to
recall the English Parliament in April 1640, for the first time in 11 years, to ask for
funds to combat the rebellious Scots. Parliament returned, with their long list of
outstanding grievances, and were quickly dissolved again, having refused to assist
until their demands were met. The King was forced to recall them a few weeks later
as the Covenanter demands after Newburn Ford had turned his financial position
from bad to worse. Parliament gathered once again with their list of demands and
this time the King had no choice but to accept.
The first item on the list was the removal of the King’s advisors, who were blamed
for the present troubles of England. Thomas Wentworth, Earl of Strafford, the King’s
hardline chief adviser, who had urged Lord Conway to stand his ground at Newburn
11
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Ford, was impeached on a charge of treason, accused of raising an army of Irish
Catholics that – it was alleged – he planned to use against the King’s Protestant
English subjects as well as the Scots. In exchange for the money that he desperately
needed from Parliament to deal with the Scots, the King was forced to authorise the
execution of his own loyal advisor in May 1641. Archbishop Laud was arrested and
imprisoned. (Sir Thomas Wentworth, 1st Earl of Strafford, 1593-1641, Biography,
British Civil Wars, Commonwealth and Protectorate website, http://bcwproject.org/).
Many puritans in the English Parliament were sympathetic to the Scottish cause,
having similar religious and political beliefs to the Covenanters. In the end the King
was forced to give in to all of the Covenanter demands. Before their army would
withdraw from the north of England, Charles was forced to sign the humiliating
Treaty of Ripon, which required him to pay an enormous sum to cover the expenses
of the Covenanter army, and promise not to interfere in the religious freedoms of the
Scots in future. The Covenanter’s remained in possession of Newcastle and occupied
County Durham and Northumberland until the terms were met, threatening to take
the money by plundering the north of England if it was not handed over. The
weakness of the King's political, financial and military position was starkly revealed
and compounded in the aftermath of the battle. The success of the Covenanters, in
obtaining settlement of their grievances through military force, encouraged the
King’s opponents in England to consider using force to achieve their own political
goals.
While they were encamped in the North of England awaiting final ratification of the
peace treaty by the English Parliament, the King made moves to build bridges with
the Covenanters, even reviewing their army in Newcastle in August 1641 and
meeting with Alexander Leslie. As a mark of respect for his superb military
leadership at home and abroad, and in an attempt to secure his loyalty to the King,
Leslie was made a privy councillor, Captain of Edinburgh Castle, Lord Balgonie and
Earl of Leven.
Meanwhile a rebellion broke out in Ireland in October 1641. Tensions between the
King and Parliament deteriorated even further in an argument over command of the
army raised to fight the Irish rebels. Parliament was still deeply suspicious of the
King’s intentions in Ireland and the concern that he might raise an army of Catholics
there, to suppress his Protestant English subjects. They insisted that Parliament
control the appointment of the army’s commander, which the King regarded as his
prerogative.
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With the King’s hated chief advisors removed, Parliament also abolished various
royal taxes they considered illegal. This gave them an effective veto over the King’s
actions, as they now largely controlled his access to revenues. Relations between King
and Parliament finally reached breaking point when Charles was persuaded that the
Puritan party had incited the Covenanters to invade England. On January 4 th, 1642,
Charles marched into Parliament at the head of 300 soldiers and sought to impose
his will by arresting five of his chief opponents for treason. However they were
forewarned and went into hiding before he could do so. The citizens of London
responded with violent rioting, forcing the King to flee the city in fear of his life.
Parliament responded by passing a law that only officers approved by Parliament
could raise militia troops. Both sides began marshalling their forces for the First
English Civil War.
As allies of the Puritans in the English Parliament, the Scottish Covenanters went on
to intervene with their powerful army in the English Civil War in 1643, which was
instrumental in the victory of Parliament over the King. These events led to Scottish
Royalists, Roman Catholics and Episcopalians taking up arms against the
Covenanters, resulting in the Scottish Civil War. In spite of early setbacks, once their
veteran main army returned from England the Covenanter’s were able to defeat their
opponents in the short term. Ultimately, however, the Wars of the Three Kingdom’s
ended badly for the Scottish Covenanter’s, in defeat and persecution after the
restoration.
In 1651 the Covenanters switched their support to the Royalist cause, in the hope of
spreading the Scottish Presbyterian model of church governance to England. By that
stage the Presbyterians in the English Parliament, who had been close allies of the
Covenanters in the English Civil Wars, had been purged from Parliament and
replaced by the Independants, the radical Protestants who dominated the
membership of the New Model Army. The Independents version of Protestantism
was more extreme than the Covenanters in that it generally rejected any higher
church organisation at all. One faction among the Covenanters’ felt threatened by the
rise of the Independants in England and believed that they had a better chance of
obtaining their goals through qualified support for the King. Ultimately the
Covenanters were defeated by the New Model Army under Cromwell, and crushed
as a political force.
2.4

Landscape and topography of the battlefield
Location of the Battle
The general site of the battle is undisputed, as documented in reasonable detail in
multiple contemporary accounts. The focus of the action at a strategic ford means
13

Newburn Ford Registered Battlefield

that the general location of the main fighting is clear. The course of the river has
changed substantially since the 17th century, mainly as a result of re-channelling in
1874-9, but the original course can be mapped with reasonable confidence from the
1st Edition OS map which predates the re-channelling (see Fig 6). The same map
shows the location of two fords in close proximity at Newburn and thus it is
reasonable to assume that two of these were the upper and lower fords referred to in
contemporary accounts. It is interesting and important to note that there is another
ford (Kelshaw Ford) some distance further downstream (to the east) which the
description on the Register of Historic Battlefields suggests was the lower ford. The
1864 map shows Kelshaw Ford only going to the island in the Tyne that had not yet
been dredged away and thus very unlikely to be the location of the Scots’ crossing
(detailed further below).
There is more room for uncertainty with regard to the precise extent of the Scottish
deployments along the rising ground to the north of the river and the exact routes
taken to and from the battle, although they are clear in general terms from
contemporary accounts. They are likely to have been on Hallow’s Hill and Rye Hill
as well as on raised ground immediately north and north-east of Newburn. There
are several tracks shown on the 1848 Tithe map and 1858 OS maps which are likely
to have been historic routes, possibly used by the Scottish troops approaching the
two fords. These are now known as Newburn Road, Millfield Lane, Fosse Law
(passing Newburn Grange), Grange Road and Station Road. It also appears that the
road which is now called Hospital Lane (to the east of the town) formerly continued
westwards beyond Walbottle Road and this former track may also have been used
by the Scots.
The English defensive sconces on the south side of the river has been the subject of
some debate. They were presumably located on the meadowland, hastily erected to
defend the two fords, but their exact position is uncertain. There is a surviving
earthwork, c.400 m to the south of the current line of the river (HER No.624) which
has been long suggested as a possible remnant from one of the English sconces. This
is some distance from the river and probably outside the range of the light-weight
leather cannon said to have been sited in the church tower but it would have been
well within the range of the larger Scottish cannon located in the undergrowth on the
north bank of the river1. It is far more likely that the level of damage known to have
been caused to the sconces, forcing the English retreat, would have been from the
larger calibre weapons on the river bank rather than the small cannons in the church
A light (leather) cannon would probably have had a maximum effective range of c.700 m while a
larger gun along the river bank could have had a maximum effective range of c.900 m. These are very
approximate figures but a useful guide to the range of artillery is given in Biddle et al, 2001.
1
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tower and thus the earthwork could survive from the battle. It may alternatively be
later and relate to an early industrial enterprise such as a wagon way but it has not
been investigated archaeologically.
Historic map evidence
The following section analysing the historic maps is based on (and adapted from)
work within Glenn Foard’s 2011 At Risk Battlefields Report on Newburn.
Historic map evidence provides some detail on the earlier landscape, especially the enclosure
map for Ryton meadow where the English forts were positioned and the main action fought.
Key terrain features mentioned in the battle accounts were the meadows itself, which must be
Ryton Haugh; the high and low fords crossing the Tyne from Newburn; a wood - possibly on
the steep scarp on the south side of the haugh, though perhaps a little further to the south; a
narrow lane with high banks somewhere in the Stella / Ryton area, possibly immediately south
west of Stella.
The map and award for the enclosure of Ryton common shows that up until 1796 the whole
of the haugh was an open meadow, as it had been in 1641, with possibly just a hedged
boundary against the slopes to the south west and to the Parson’s Haugh to the north west,
with the river bounding the other sides.
The realignment and deepening of the Tyne in the 19th century has completely altered the
character and course of the river. It also totally destroyed the fords across the Tyne, requiring
the construction of a new bridge. The course of the river, before it was straightened and
widened to improve navigation, can be recovered from the Ordnance Survey first edition 6
inch mapping and from 18th and earlier 19th century historic maps of Newburn and Ryton.
The OS 1st edition 6 inch mapping shows three fords in 1864, prior to their destruction by
the works to straighten and deepen the Tyne. The western ford was then called Newburn Ford,
a little to the south east was Riding Ford, both of which crossed the Tyne from Newburn to
Ryton Haugh and thus on to Ryton, while further to the south east a third, Kelshaw Ford, led
only to an island in the Tyne. The Enclosure map of 1796 for the common called Ryton Haugh
depicts a new road called Low Ford Road leading to what in 1864 was called Riding Ford,
demonstrating that this and not Kelshaw Ford was considered the low ford, and thus also that
Newburn Ford must be the high ford of 1641(Kain and Oliver).
Having positioned the two fords, assuming they had not changed position since 1641, it is
then possible from the descriptions in the primary accounts of the battle, to suggest the
approximate location of the two English forts. The lower fort lay opposite the lower ford and
the upper fort opposite the high ford, though exactly how far they were set back from the
crossings is unclear. Assessment of available evidence suggests the lower fort is likely to have
been either in the area of the electricity sub station, or in the area occupied by the Newcastle
15
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University Rowing Club on the east side of the bridge. The upper fort may have lain in part
of the site where the Tyne United Rowing Club has now been developed on arable land but it
is possible that it was set further back, outside the developed area further to the south west. It
is unlikely that it lay as far south as the area identified in the Historic Environment Record
(HER) as a possible fort earthwork, however the latter cannot be dismissed without field
investigation.
Wider historic map analysis (later 19th and 20th century development)
The various editions of the 6 inch Ordnance Survey Map provide further evidence of
the evolution of the general area in the later 19th and 20th centuries.
As referred to above the 1858 OS map (Fig 6) is of particular interest due to it predating the works to straighten and deepen this stretch of the Tyne. The map has a
large low-lying and boggy area on the north side of the river labelled Stanners (a
stoney area by the side of a river which is sometimes dry). From here the Kelshaw
Ford is shown providing a route to an island within the river.
On the south side of the river, close to the current location of Newburn Bridge, is a
linear feature labelled ‘Spetchels’ and it appears from Wikipedia that a Spetchell was
a small dam or levee made from stones laid in horizontal rows with a bed of thin turf
between each of them. The 1858 map shows much evidence of the industrial
development of the general area. The Newcastle and Carlisle Railway is shown
passing through the area to the south of the river, marking a division between the
settlements of Ryton and Stella to the south from the meadows and lower lying riverside areas immediately to the north. To the south side of the line there are numerous
old coal pits shown as well as Stella Forge and a gasworks. In Newburn there are
waggonways, a brickworks, a small steel works and several collieries slightly further
to the north.
By the OS map of 1895 (Fig 15) the section of the river which extended to the east of
Newburn had been deepened, widened and straightened but the section to the west
remained much closer to its unimproved form with a large low-lying area named
Newburn Sands. This lies partly on what is now the Tyne Riverside Country Park
and partly on the area immediately to the east. A new toll bridge was constructed at
Newburn in 1893 and this is shown on the map.

The scale of the industrial

development in the vicinity of Newburn had increased in the second half of the 19th
century with the Newburn Steel Works considerably larger in 1895 than in 1858 and
the network of rail lines more extensive. A new colliery (Addison Colliery) had
opened in the vicinity of Stella.
A large new works (probably Spencers Steel Works) is shown next to the river on
land that had previously been labelled the Stanners. Comparison of the two maps
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(1858 and 1895) suggests that this large area on the north side of the river was built
up in the second half of the century but there is little to suggest a similar scale of land
reclamation on the south side in the main area of the battle. The river bank on this
side is set slightly further back in 1895 than in 1858 but the layout of fields is similar
on the two plans.
The town of Newburn had also grown since the previous map with further rows of
terraced houses shown. One other feature to note on the 1895 map is the race track
which was the site of the famous Blaydon Races.
The next OS map is that of 1914 (published 1921) and this shows that prior to the First
World War the Tyne had been improved to the west of Newburn (Fig 15). The river
had been straightened and river walls constructed although there are still muddy or
sandy areas shown alongside the river. One of these areas is the Newburn Sands
noted on the 1895 map, although the large channels which previously flowed
through this area had been blocked by 1914. The large Newburn Steel Works and
Addison Colliery had each grown and further rows of terraced housing in Newburn
had been constructed.
The layout of the meadows on the south side of the river shown on the 1914 and 1895
maps was broadly similar although a new road had been constructed leading to the
bridge with two rows of terraced houses being formed alongside it.
The next map is that of 1938 (Fig 16) and this shows relatively few significant changes
from the 1914 map. The industrial complexes have a similar layout to those in 1914
(although some sources state that the steelworks had closed by this date) and the
meadowland to the south of the river is still largely undeveloped.
Changes to the landscape
As outlined elsewhere the landscape of the battlefield at Newburn Ford has altered
considerably since the 17th century and it is now difficult to gain a good
understanding of the historic landscape. The realignment and deepening of the Tyne
in the 19th century has had a significant effect, removing the fording points which
were a central aspect of the battle and giving this section of the river a character which
is closer to that of a ship canal than the meandering river that it was. In the 19th
century the expansion of the railway network through this area also had a
considerable impact.
Large scale 20th century developments have also had a major impact both on the
overall character of the battlefield and on particular areas. This is true of the
substation, the industrial estate on the north side of the river, the industrial estate
immediately north of the railway line in Ryton and the Stella South power station
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(now redeveloped as housing). Stella North Power Station on the north side of the
river was located immediately outside the registered battlefield area (although it had
closed shortly before its designation) and at the time the towering chimneys would
have had an impact on the setting of the battlefield. Indeed, historic photographs on
the internet from the mid and later 20th century show the very heavy impact of
industry on the landscape, not just through the two power stations but also through
spoil tips (eg Percy Pit) which have now been reconfigured and landscaped. The
clearance of much of this heavy industry (re-landscaping of the spoil tips, removal of
the two Stella Power Stations) has enhanced the setting of Newburn Ford Battlefield.
Various smaller developments (housing, rowing clubs etc) have also had an
incremental impact and the extent of the woodland on both sides of the river appears
to be thicker than it would have been historically. The wooded areas, particularly on
the steep banks, can help mask secondary developments but historic maps (even 19th
century ones) suggest that it is now thicker than in the past.
Although the character of the battlefield has altered considerably over time there are
still important surviving elements or topographical features from the battlefield
which have the potential to help illustrate and communicate the nature and course
of the battle.
The hills above Newburn (Hallow Hill and Rye Hill) remain undeveloped and from
these raised areas it is still possible to imagine the Scottish troops looking down
towards the English.
Despite it being deepened and realigned, the Tyne remains a key topographical
feature in understanding the battle. Whilst it is no longer possible to imagine the
Scottish troops crossing the river at the relatively shallow fording points it is possible
to imagine the two sets of troops preparing for battle on each side of the river and
with men looking across at each other.
Figure 2 shows the principal features of the battle superimposed onto modern day
LIDAR data. It is still possible to detect the presence of a few of the remnant
geographic and topographic features that existed at the time of the battle. This
includes the form, in places, of the previous Tyne river channel, the hollow ways that
lead up the largely open hillsides (now wooded) to the south of the river such as
Holburn Dene and Stella Way through which the English retreated, Newburn church
and the open hilltops on which the Scottish army set up camp the night before the
battle.
The survival of different elements of the landscape is outlined in Section 4 and set
out in greater detail in Appendix 1.

18

Newburn Ford Registered Battlefield
2.5

Summary of archaeological potential
Known archaeological sites: Previous studies of the Historic Environment Record
have identified two recorded archaeological sites which may be related to the Battle
of Newburn Ford (Figs 10-13). One of these was a group of ‘bones, musket balls and
cannon balls’ found in a quarried area immediately east of Newburn village (Site
1298). Unfortunately the exact location where these were found is not known and the
finds themselves have been lost so it is of limited value in understanding the
archaeological potential of the battlefield. This may have been in an area where the
Scottish troops prepared for battle, so some round shot may be from the English
firing on them but the Scots are likely to have been outside the range of English
muskets. It may also be that these finds relate to a quite separate military encounter,
possibly from a slightly later skirmish during the Civil Wars. For example in 1644 the
Scottish army, fighting on behalf of the English Parliament, is known to have had a
number of small-scale engagements with the Royalist side in the vicinity of
Newcastle, attempting to control the river crossings. Some of these may have been in
the Newburn area.
The other relevant and potentially significant site recorded on the HER is an
earthwork (HER No.624) towards the south-western corner of Ryton Haugh (NGR:
NZ 16180 64820). The HER notes that it may be a remnant from one of the English
forts and CR Barrett, writing in 1896 also suggested the same possible origin (Battles
and Battlefields in England). It is possible that these earthworks simply relate to an
early industrial use (eg a waggonway) but they would almost certainly have been
within range of the main Scottish cannon on the north bank of the river so it cannot
be discounted that they do survive from the battle. The larger Scottish cannon along
the river would probably have had a maximum range of 900 m (or more) and the
earthwork remains are less than 600 m from their likely position.
The earthwork is in private land and it is not possible to investigate what now
survives.
Other finds: As outlined by Glenn Foard in the 2011 At Risk Battlefields Report a
considerable amount of metal detecting has been undertaken on parts of the site on
the south side of the Tyne although this has not been accompanied by detailed
distribution maps. The main detecting has been undertaken by a Mr Whelan who has
discussed this work with Glenn Foard and provided an indication of the location of
the finds. The main work has been undertaken close to the centre of the battlefield,
to the west of Newburn Bridge Road and east of Ryton Willows.
Mr Whelan has found lead bullets from the river bank (presumably disturbed by
dredging) and various finds (lead bullets, powder box caps and flint) c. 200 m to the
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south-west of the river but no finds closer to the river than c.200 m. The main finds
appear to have come from the field located between Parson’s Haugh and Haugh
Lane.
The condition of the bullets is good suggesting that conditions are conducive to good
survival. Of course the absence of finds from other areas should not taken to mean
that there are no archaeological remains or artefacts in these areas. It is not known
precisely in which areas he has detected or to what level of intensity. There is scope
for further consultation and investigation in this area.
The fact that none of Mr Whelan’s finds seem to have been from within c.200 m of
the river is likely to be a result of this part of the bank being covered by landfill during
the river dredging works rather than suggesting that there will be no archaeological
remains in these areas. This has implications for the wider archaeological potential
of the area.
The various finds further from the river suggest that this area was not covered over
by dredging works, and this is supported by ridge and furrow which is noted on the
HER in the same general area adjacent to Parson’s Haugh. It is also known that some
of the action took place in the area away from the river during the English ‘retreat’
so there may be artefacts here from this phase of the battle which were not covered
during the river dredging.
3
3.1

THE POLICY CONTEXT: PLANNING POLICY
Introduction
The planning system operates through local development plans and national
planning guidance; read as a whole and working in tandem. National planning
policy places Local Plans at the heart of the planning system and S.38 of the Planning
and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 requires that the determination of planning
applications must be made in accordance with the development plan unless material
considerations indicate otherwise. This section provides an outline of the current and
emerging planning policy context for Newburn Ford Battlefield.
The Newburn Ford registered battlefield lies within the administrative areas of two
local authorities, namely:



Newcastle City Council which administers that part of the battlefield lying on
the north bank of the River Tyne; and
Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council which administers the southern part
of the battlefield lying south of the river.

In addition, their boundaries reach to the centre-line of the river. Because the
battlefield straddles the Tyne it will also be covered by forthcoming North-East
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Inshore Marine Plan being prepared by the Marine Management Organisation whose
remit extends up river to the border with Northumberland.
The development plan for the respective local authority areas comprises the recently
adopted Joint Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan, the saved policies of the respective
Unitary Development Plans covering each authority area and (in the case of
Newcastle upon Tyne Local Planning Authority) Area Action Plans for two
neighbourhoods. Neither of the Action Area Plans has implications for the battlefield
however.
3.2

National Planning Policy Framework
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) was published by the government
in 20122, to provide national planning guidance in relation to most areas of planning
policy. The NPPF provides guidance to policy and decision takers in relation both to
the preparation of planning policies and to decision-making. Local authority
development plans and the determination of planning applications must have regard
to the guidance contained in the NPPF which is a material consideration in planning
decisions.3
The NPPF provides overarching planning guidance, rather than detailed advice,
consistent with the government’s approach that local people and local councils are
best placed to make the planning decisions that affect their neighbourhoods. The
introduction notes:
‘ It (the framework) sets out the Government’s requirements for the planning system only to the extent
that it is relevant, proportionate and necessary to do so.’ 4
Section 12 of the NPPF sets out clearly-stated guidance for the conservation and
enhancement of the historic environment.5 The key parts of Section 12 relevant to the
conservation of registered battlefield sites are considered briefly below.
The NPPF states that any : ‘substantial harm to or loss of designated heritage assets of the
highest significance notably scheduled monuments, protected wreck sites, battlefields, grade
I and grade II* listed buildings, grade I and II* registered parks and gardens and World
Heritage Sites, should be exceptional.’
As Newburn is a registered battlefield this clause applies and the NPPF advises that
in these circumstances: ‘Local Planning Authorities should refuse consent unless it can be
demonstrated that substantial harm or loss is necessary to achieve substantial public benefits

Department of Communities and Local Government, March 2012
National Planning Policy Framework, paragraph 2
4 Ibid, paragraph 1
5.Ibid, paragraphs 126-141
2
3
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that outweigh harm or loss.’ It then lists four caveats or exceptions, all of which must
apply to the case concerned. It states: ‘where a development proposal will lead to less than
substantial harm to the significance of a designated asset this harm should be weighed against
the public benefits including securing its optimal viable use.’
The NPPF further advises that where a site such as Newburn includes, or has the
potential to include, archaeological interest, the Local Planning Authority should
require developers to submit appropriate assessment and field survey evaluations
where necessary.
3.3

Local planning policy
Newcastle upon Tyne and Gateshead Local Plan
Newburn Ford Registered Battlefield lies within the administrative areas of both
Newcastle City Council and Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council. Both local
authorities now co-operate closely on planning matters and the two have recently
adopted a combined Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan (CSUCP) which provides
the strategic-level planning framework for their respective areas in the period 20102030.6 It comprises a spatial vision for the plan area, and includes both general and
over-arching strategic objectives and policies (covering the whole plan area) and
strategic site allocations.
The Unitary Development Plan (UDP) and Proposals Map for Newcastle upon Tyne
was adopted in 1998.

That for Gateshead was adopted in 2007. Using powers set

down in the Planning and compulsory Purchase Act 2004, a direction was issued by
direction of the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government that only
‘saved’ policies could continue to operate as part of the Development Plan. Following
adoption of the Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan (CSUCP) the Councils have
superseded and deleted further ‘saved’ policies. The remaining ‘saved’ UDP policies
will continue in operation for a short time until the new Development Plan
Documents, currently being prepared, are adopted as part of the new local plan.
The CSUCP was adopted in 2015, and is the most up to date part of the development
plan covering the administrative areas of the respective authorities. This is the first
adopted local plan which encompasses the whole of the registered battlefield at
Newburn. It provides a single set of strategic objectives and policies against which
proposals affecting the battlefield can be assessed; the most relevant of which are
briefly referred to below.

Planning for the Future: Core Strategy and Urban Core Plan for Gateshead and Newcastle upon Tyne 20102030, adopted March 2015.
6
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Strategic objective SO9

‘Ensure the development and use of land protects, sustains and enhances the quality of
the natural, built and historic environment, making the Urban Core a high quality
exemplar for Gateshead and Newcastle, and ensuring our communities are attractive,
safe and sustainable.’

The table lists a number of CSUCP policies that will help deliver this objective but
policy CS15 Place-Making is most directly relevant to achieving the specific objective
of conserving the battlefield.
Policy CS15 is a broad strategic policy that does not refer specifically (in the policy
itself) to Newburn Ford battlefield or other heritage assets, although there is a
reference to the unique character and importance of the River Tyne which runs
through the battlefield. The policy affirms the need for sustainable development
which conserves and where possible enhances the historic environment.

New

development should respect the significance of heritage assets including important
views and setting.
Policy CS18 Green Infrastructure and the Natural Environment seeks to maintain
and enhance an integrated Strategic Green Infrastructure Network throughout the plan
area. There are a number of detailed elements to the policy but the significance of it
for the conservation of Newburn Ford battlefield lies in ‘protection, enhancement and
management of green infrastructure assets’ (item 2 of the policy), support for ‘improving
and extending linkages’ (item 4 of the policy), ‘protecting and enhancing existing open
spaces and recreational facilities’ (item 5), and ‘improving access to and along the River
Tyne’ (item 6).
Item 2 of the policy describes green infrastructure assets under three headings
including, at sub-paragraph (i), biodiversity and geodiversity assets. Biodiversity
assets may include designated sites, designated wildlife corridors and priority
habitats and species. The text of the policy identifies some of the major sites that are
important for nature conservation interest within the plan area. Because it is giving
strategic guidance only, the policy does not identify all of these biodiversity assets,
several of which are to be found within the battlefield site including Sites of Special
Scientific Interest (SSSIs) and a Wildlife Corridor.
In broad terms, protection of existing natural habitats under Policy CS18 will be
beneficial to the conservation and protection of the battlefield, primarily because new
development would be resisted where a biodiversity asset comes under threat from
development. It should also be noted however that, if biodiversity assets are not
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positively managed, this may be detrimental to the conservation and enhancement
of the battlefield – for example through loss of views arising from scrub and
secondary woodland development in grassland areas.
Policy CS19: Green Belt seeks to achieve the requirement of the NPPF for the
statutory protection of the designated Tyne and Wear green belt around Newcastle
upon Tyne and Gateshead (see Fig 11). The majority of the undeveloped land within
the registered battlefield north of the River Tyne lies within the green belt. However,
while a substantial part of the battlefield to the south of the river lies within green
belt, a large area of land lying mainly between the river and the Hexham to Newcastle
railway line lies outside the green belt.
The government attaches great weight to protection of the green belt and in particular
its openness. The wording of policy CS19 states that the green belt will be protected
in accordance with national guidance7. In principle, therefore, the operation of policy
CS19 within those parts of the Newburn Ford registered battlefield protected by the
Tyne and Wear Green Belt should ensure that no major development is permitted
that would reduce the openness of the green belt.
Nevertheless, there may sometimes be ‘very exceptional circumstances’ in which
development could be allowed, so the protection offered by green belt policy is not
absolute8. Moreover, the construction of certain categories of new buildings in the
green belt may not be regarded as inappropriate, subject to specific caveats.
Exceptions that may be particularly relevant to conservation of the openness of the
Newburn Ford registered battlefield include:




buildings for agriculture and forestry;
buildings for recreational purposes9; and
provision of affordable housing for local community needs.
Policy CS20 Minerals designates the entire plan area as a Mineral Safeguarding area
but states that areas of search will be defined in subsequent Local Developments
Documents (LDDs)10.
Strategic housing allocations
The strategic policies discussed above are area-wide policies that may have
implications for the conservation of the Newburn Ford registered battlefield. In

National Planning Policy Framework, Section 10 paragraphs 79-92..
Ibid, paragraph 87
9 E.g.: construction of the Tyne United Rowing Club buildings, which are referred to later in this
report.
10 CSUCP, p.111
7
8
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addition, the CSUCP makes a number of strategic housing allocations throughout the
plan area, one of which overlaps with the boundary of the battlefield at Newburn
Riverside Policy AOC1 Newburn and Character Area 13. A further site, Throckley
South (Policy NV36) adjoins the registered battle field immediately to the north of
Character Area 6 (Hallow Hill and Rye Hill).
Newcastle City Council is currently preparing its Development and Allocations Plan
2015-2030. It has recently consulted on it under Regulation 18 and in 2018 will
produce a Publications version for further consultation. As and when this plan is
adopted it will form part of the Development Plan for Newcastle and, in the process,
all remaining ‘saved’ UDP policies will be superseded.
Similarly, Gateshead MBC is currently preparing its Making Spaces for Growing
Places Development Plan for the period to 2030.

It will contain Development

Management policies and site allocations. It too has recently consulted on it under
Regulation 18 and in 2018 will produce a Publications Version for consultation.
When this plan is adopted it will form part of the Development Plan for Gateshead,
at which point all its remaining ‘saved’ policies will be superseded.
Newcastle City Council’s draft Development and Allocations Plan includes the
following policies:DM15 – Conservation of Heritage Assets
DM16 - Conservation and Enhancement of the setting of Heritage Assets
DM17 – Preservation of Archaeological Remains and Archaeological Work
DM18 – Building Recording
DM19 – Battle of Newburn Ford 1640 which states:
‘The significance of Newburn Battlefield will be sustained and enhanced by protecting
the landscape and key views of the Battlefield that would adversely affect the
interpretation of the course of events during the battle and to take the opportunity to
enhance the appearance of the battlefield.’
Gateshead MBC’s draft Making Spaces for Growing Places Local Plan document
includes the following policies:MSGP 26 Conservation and Enhancement of Heritage Assets
MSGP 27 Heritage at risk
MSGP27.1 Newburn Battlefield which states:
‘The significance of the Battlefield will be protected, sustained and enhanced by: a)
protecting it against development which results in changes to the landscape which
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adversely affect the interpretation of the course of events during the battle; and b)
requiring development to enhance the appearance of the Battlefield though the careful
design of landscaping, use of materials, and provision of public access and
interpretation.’
MSGP 28 Archaeology
Whilst there is divergence between the two planning authorities in the wording of
their approach to conservation of the historic environment and the battle field in
particular, the general thrust of each set of policies is positive and constructive. Both
allow each authority to conserve and enhance the battlefield in an appropriate
manner designed to lessen the extent to which it is at risk. Each would allow for the
information in this study to guide the decision-making process in respect of change
within or otherwise affecting the battlefield.
3.4

Overall summary of planning policy background
Effective conservation of the Newburn Ford registered battlefield and its setting
depends on the operation of planning policies at national, strategic and local level.
The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) gives clear guidance on the
conservation of heritage assets and, crucially, it states that registered battlefields are
heritage assets of the highest significance.
At the strategic level, there is plan-wide guidance on Place-making under policy CS15
of the recently adopted CSUCP which requires the local planning authorities to take
a proactive approach to sustaining the historic environment.

This policy is

supported by policy CS18 directed at maintaining and enhancing an integrated
Strategic Green Infrastructure Network.
When taken together with emerging development plan documents there will soon be
a robust and fully up to date planning framework for protecting the heritage asset of
Newburn Ford Battlefield.
Furthermore, both councils have now recently endorsed the remit of this report and
will include it as part of the evidence base underpinning their respective Local Plans.
Accordingly, they will expect developers to have regard to this evidence base in
relation to any potential planning applications which may impact upon the heritage
significance of the registered battlefield.
4
4.1

OVERALL ASSESSMENT OF NEWBURN FORD BATTLEFIELD
Introduction
This section of the report consists of an overview of the battlefield in terms of
landscape character, heritage significance, key views, opportunities for enhancement
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and planning recommendations. The more detailed analysis of each character area is
included in Appendix 1.
4.2

Landscape character
The landscape of the battlefield can be subdivided into smaller units each with its
own distinct character. These character areas help to define and inform an
understanding of the events of the battle, the landscape at the time of the battle, and
the current landscape following periods of development and redevelopment.
Mapping and describing them, based on land use, current management, condition
and current character is an important aid to understanding the character of the
battlefield as a whole, identifying threats and opportunities and providing guidance
on the future management of the battlefield.
The analysis of the landscape of the battlefield at Newburn Ford has identified a total
of 15 distinct character areas, each one of more or less homogeneous landscape
character. These areas are largely within the registered battlefield but some which
still have relevance to interpretation of the battle and battlefield lie immediately
outside it.
These character areas are:


Area 1: South Side of Tyne Either Side of Newburn Bridge



Area 2: Ryton Willows and Parson’s Haugh



Area 3: Newburn Village



Area 4: Ryton and Stella



Area 5: Wooded Slopes to North of Ryton



Area 6: Hallow Hill and Rye Hill



Area 7: North Bank of Tyne to West of Newburn Village



Area 8: Southern Corner of Registered Battlefield



Area 9: River Tyne Through Registered Battlefield



Area 10: Meadowland to East of Stella Substation



Area 11: Industrial Estate on South Side of Tyne



Area 12: New Housing on Site of Stella South Power Station



Area 13: Industrial Estate on north side of Tyne



Area 14: Area to North-East Outside Registered Battlefield



Area 15: Area to North-West Outside Battlefield Boundary.

The detailed analysis of each character area is included at Appendix 1. This looks at
each area in terms of history, relationship to battle, landscape character, heritage
significance, planning constraints, opportunities and recommendations.

27

Newburn Ford Registered Battlefield
4.3

Heritage Significance of Newburn Ford Battlefield
Methodology
The assessment of heritage significance reflects the cultural aspects of the battlefield
as a whole, while also assessing the constituent parts of the site individually,
providing a detailed framework before being considered in a wider context. The
approach adopted is that established in Conservation Principles, Policy and Guidance
(paragraphs 30-60), with significance related to the heritage values set out in that
document (see Appendix 2).
Consideration is also given to the criteria used in Historic England’s Designation
Selection Guide: Battlefields (2012) for the inclusion of sites on the Register of Historic
Battlefields.
Summary Statement of significance
As a military encounter The Battle of Newburn Ford was modest, comprising a
relatively brief confrontation between two mismatched armies, but in terms of the
wider political history of the nation it was of outstanding significance. As a result
of the English defeat at Newburn King Charles was required to recall Parliament,
after 11 years of attempting to rule without it, in order to raise money and wage a
war against the Scots. However, Parliament’s refusal to accede to the King’s
demands formed a crucial step which led to the outbreak of the Civil Wars in 1642.
Due to this direct link to the English Civil Wars, one of the defining events of
English history, Newburn Ford battlefield has an outstanding historical
associative value. It also has a high communal value and evidential value in its
surviving landscape, views and in potential buried remains.
Overall assessment of significances
The principal heritage value of Newburn Ford Battlefield lies in its historical value
and this is of outstanding significance. The battle itself was a relatively modest
encounter between two mismatched forces but as outlined in the historical
background section above the conflict was of immense political importance and it
formed a crucial step which led to the English Civil Wars, one of the key events in
English history. Shortly after the battle the city of Newcastle surrendered and Charles
I was forced to raise funds to pay off the Scots. The King had to recall Parliament,
after 11 years of trying to rule without it, but they refused to fund his war and this,
together with further parliamentary demands, led ultimately to the Civil Wars. The
site thus has an historical value in being able to illustrate this important period of
escalating conflict between the King and Parliament that resulted in full scale war.
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This connection with the Civil Wars also gives the site an historical associative value
as do the various notable officers in command of units on both sides, who went on to
distinguished military and/or political careers. These include: George Monck, Henry
Willmot, Colonel Thomas Lunsford, Alexander Leslie, Crayford Lindsey, Thomas
Strafford, Lord Conway and Colonel Lunsford.
The site also has an historical illustrative value in the ability of the landscape and the
views to illustrate the story of the battle, both in general terms and in the finer details
of the engagement.
The battlefield at Newburn Ford also has a high evidential value derived from its
archaeological potential, its views and surviving landscape. Archaeological remains
at Newburn are likely to include artefacts, such as musket and cannon balls shot
during the battle, personal effects of the combatants, physical traces of the temporary
fortifications used by the Royalist defenders, if they survive, and buildings present
at the time of the battle, especially Newburn Church which was at the heart of the
action.
As outlined above the longest stage of the battle was an artillery duel between the
English sconces and the Scottish cannon which the Covenanters won decisively.
Significant concentrations of cannonballs would be expected to occur mainly in the
vicinity of the main targets, with diminishing concentrations of overshot and
undershot cannonballs extending within and behind the wider deployment areas of
both armies. In areas where the landscape is largely unchanged since the battle, the
potential exists to interpret events of the battle by mapping the distribution of cannon
and musket balls.
Musket balls are generally more informative for this purpose, as in typical open field
battles they were fired in much larger numbers than cannonballs. Cannonballs were
also much more likely to be salvaged after battle, as large items of valuable metal,
easily recovered unless deeply embedded in the ground. However, at Newburn Ford
exchanges of musketry are likely have been limited and of short duration as the
English retreated before the Scots closed on them.
The landscape of the battlefield as a whole has a high evidential value for the
potential it has for future study and investigation leading to a greater understanding
of the site. There remain many areas of uncertainty regarding aspects of the battle
and the surviving landscape can be further interrogated to enhance our
understanding. The views, both those identified in this study and others across the
site, also offer a similar potential to increase the overall understanding of the battle.
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The site now has limited aesthetic value, due largely to the extensive modern
developments, although localised parts of the site such as the woods, hills and nature
reserve have an attraction.
As a battlefield the site has a communal value in commemorating the scene where
thousands of troops engaged and where several hundred are believed to have lost
their lives. This value is already expressed to some extent in the memorials at the
site.
Newburn was by no means the largest battle of the Wars of the Three Kingdoms, but
the total number of troops involved bears comparison with the major battles of the
English Civil Wars. The Scottish army numbered c.20,000 and the English c.4500,
with total casualties of perhaps a few hundred men, mainly on the English side. In
comparison, at Edgehill, the first pitched battle of the English Civil Wars (1642)
c.12,400 Royalists fought c.15,000 Parliamentarians to a bloody standstill, with
perhaps 2000 dead and wounded on each side. The largest battle of the Wars was
Marston Moor, during the Second English Civil War (1644), which pitched c.22,500
Parliamentarians and Scottish Covenanters against c.17,000 Royalists. Even in the
continental wars, field army sizes hardly ever exceeded 30,000 and were usually
considerably smaller due to the severe limitations of the logistical arrangements of
the period, and the expense of hiring experienced professional soldiers.
The battle did not showcase any major innovations in warfare although as the first
battle on mainland British soil for over 50 years, Alexander Leslie’s brilliant
campaign of 1640 was arguably the first time that various elements of contemporary
military systems developed in the context of the Thirty Years War were seen in action
on British soil.
While constant war on the continent had resulted in the development of professional
standing armies, at the start of the Bishop’s Wars there was no standing army in
Britain (partly due to the King’s financial crises) and the British Isles had become
something of a backwater in the development of the organisation of the military. In
mobilising for war both sides attempted, with variable success, to emulate the
military systems of successful continental armies, particularly the Dutch and
Swedish in which most experienced British officers and soldiers had learned their
trade.
The decisive performance of the Scottish artillery at Newburn Ford resulted from the
experience of officers formerly in Swedish service as well as the use of mobile light
guns
The battle is also somewhat noteworthy in relation to the evolution of military
technology for the possible use by the Scots of light-weight leather cannons. The idea
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of leather cannon was first developed in the 1620s by Swiss and Austrian engineers
in the context of a search for more mobile forms of light artillery for the Swedish
Army. Leather cannon were introduced to Britain by Colonel Robert Scott, whose
work was further developed by his nephew James Wemyss, both Scottish-born
veterans of the Swedish army. Wemyss continued Scott’s experimental work and was
appointed Master Gunner of England by King Charles in 1637.
4.4

Views analysis
Introduction
A greater understanding of particular aspects of the battle can be gained from
observing different views from various viewpoints across the battlefield. These can
help to illustrate specific localised events of the battle or they can provide more
general panoramic views illustrating the sequence of events. They can be dynamic
(or kinetic) views which follow the movement of a specific event such as the retreat
of the English forces up the wooded banks or they can be sweeping views from a
specific point.
An analysis of a selection of views relating to Newburn Ford has been undertaken to
assist with the interpretation and understanding of the battlefield and also to help
ensure that the significance of the views is considered in future developments.
A total of 17 views has been identified which provide a representative sample of
types of view experience. There are other views across the battlefield but the chosen
selection provides a representative sample. These are either at known (or critical)
locations in terms of the story of the battle or they provide clear views over different
parts of the battlefield. They include views both into and out of the registered
battlefield.
The viewpoints and direction of views are shown on Figure 3 and the results of the
analysis of each view is included in the separate sections on each character area (see
Appendix 1).
The assessment of views has been restricted to public highways, public rights of way
or public open spaces although there are other views from private areas and it may
be that these areas (and views) become publicly accessible at some point in the future
(for example through development).
Methodology for identifying and analysing views
It is intended that, together, the selection of views will provide a comprehensive
understanding of the various events or phases of the battle as well as helping to
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illustrate contemporary interpretations and how the battlefield has changed over
time.
The views have been selected to show one or more of the following:


The clear visibility between troops prior to the battle to and from the hills around
Newburn and the meadowland south of the river;



The relationship between the church in Newburn, from where a Scottish cannon is
believed to have been fired, and the English troops on the meadowland;



The locations of the two fording points where the Scottish troops crossed the river;



The views along the routes believed to have been taken by the retreating English
troops;



Clear vistas or panoramic views towards and across the main battlefield
encompassing the location of different phases or events. These may be from an area
peripheral to the battle but which is now able to illustrate something of the
dynamics of it. This includes views from within the registered battlefield and from
outside it;



Representative views (such as where there is a publicly accessible view which may
be similar to other views on private land).
Each one is described in terms of:



Location and character area



Relationship to battle



Description – historic



Description – current



Reason for selection



Significance (High, medium or low)



Opportunities/constraints

The identified views
The 17 views identified and analysed in the current project are:


View 1: From Newburn Church looking south towards core of battlefield on
meadows south of the river (medium significance)



View 2: From Newburn Churchyard looking south (medium significance)



View 3: From north bank looking across river close to location of English upper
ford (high significance)



View 4: From north bank looking across river close to location of English lower ford
(high significance)



View 5: From footpath above Newburn Church looking south (medium
significance)



View 6: From point outside battlefield (to north) looking south (low significance)
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View 7: From uppermost corner of battlefield looking south (low significance)



View 8: From point on meadow close to English fort, looking towards Newburn
hills and sweeping around towards wooded slopes to south to where the English
troops retreated (high significance)



View 9: On footpath across Parson’s Haugh and sweeping around towards south
(high significance)



View 10: From Holburn Dene up wooded slopes (high significance)



View 11: Along Stella Lane (high significance)



View 12: Along Stella Lane (high significance)



View 13: From north bank looking towards Ryton Willows (medium significance)



View 14: Sweeping, flanking view looking east across the core of the battlefield
(high significance)



View 15: From south bank looking north at location of lower ford (high
significance)



View 16: From south bank of river looking towards Newburn Church (medium
significance)



View 17: From Newburn Grange looking south towards Ryton/Stella hills (low
significance)
The views are shown on Fig 3 (overall battlefield) as well as on the individual figures
for each character area in Appendix 1. The level of significance (high, medium, low)
for each view is indicated on these figures. The analysis of the views is also included
in Appendix 1, divided between each of the character areas, and this is sometimes
repeated where a view relates to more than one character area.
Some consideration has also been given to potentially significant views from points
on private land, which cannot currently be fully analysed but which may potentially
become publicly accessible at some time in the future (for example through being
developed). The main area where such potential exists appears to be from Hallow
Hill and Rye Hill (within the registered battlefield). Other possible views on private
land in Character Area 15 were also considered but discounted and they have
therefore not been individually analysed in the current study.
Such views would require more detailed analysis as part of the planning process if
development proposals come forward for these sites.
General discussion of views
Whilst the main analysis of the individual views is included in Appendix 1, within
the relevant sections of each Character Area the following observations are worth
making.
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The area of the battlefield has been significantly altered by secondary changes,
mainly during the 20th century but also by some prior to that, and there are now few
views which remain little altered from the 17th century battle. This is accentuated by
the fact that much of the land is in private ownership.
However there are still a number of views which reflect important aspects of the
battle. Hallow Hill and Rye Hill to the north of the river have an important visual
link with various points along the south bank and it is possible to imagine the English
troops being able to see the Scottish soldiers gathering on the hills. This intervisibility
between the Newburn hills and the meadows south of the river is an important aspect
of the battlefield illustrating the position of the two armies before engagement.
There are also views towards Newburn church tower from several places along the
south bank and others looking south from the church. The church is the one
identifiable building known to have played a role in the battle so these views are of
significance. The Scottish troops placed a cannon in this tower to allow them to fire
towards the English forces on the meadows and although this may not have been a
key factor in the outcome of the battle it is still an interesting aspect which can help
illustrate a specific event. The views towards the battlefield from the church and the
raised ground around the church are currently largely obscured by tree growth but
there is the potential for the vegetation to be cleared and the views to be reestablished.
The views from the church are examples of those into the registered battlefield from
outside its boundary. There are no other views of particularly high significance from
outside it, largely due to the topography and land cover, although there will be
numerous areas where it is possible to see into part of the battlefield (largely from
private land).
The low-lying meadowland on the south side of the river is an important
topographical feature in relation to the battle and although parts of this have been
built on there are substantial surviving areas which provide views which give an
impression of the area’s historic character. At least some understanding can be
gained, from views into or out of this area, of the Scottish troops fording the river
(although the character of the river has been much altered), the English troops
sheltering at their forts and the Scottish cannon firing across the river and over the
flat meadow.
There are a number of enclosed views within the wooded banks where the English
troops fled from the battle towards the higher ground to the south, as well as
localised views along other historic routes of the retreat (Stella Lane). The landscape
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within this woodland has probably changed relatively little since the battle and that
along Stella Lane also partially survives from its historic form.
4.5

Sensitivity, capacity for change and opportunities
Sensitivity and capacity to accommodate change
The registered battlefield at Newburn Ford covers a considerable area and the level
of heritage sensitivity in relation to the battle varies across it. Some parts of the
registered battlefield have a low sensitivity, often because they have already been
developed or because they were peripheral to the events of the battle, while other
areas have a much higher level of sensitivity. Similarly, the capacity to successfully
accommodate change without impacting on heritage significance also varies across
the area.
Understanding the relative levels of sensitivity and capacity to accommodate change
is crucial to the future conservation of the heritage asset. There are parts of the
battlefield where appropriate development would not have a substantial detrimental
impact on the heritage but there are other areas where the potential for this is small.
An assessment has been made of the varying levels of sensitivity and this is
illustrated on Figure 18. These levels broadly follow the character areas but there are
examples of sensitivity varying within character areas.
Various types of development could impact on the heritage significance of the
battlefield. These include:


Developments which impact on potential buried archaeological remains relating to
the battle;



Developments which obscure or impact on views which currently enhance the
understanding of the events of the battle. This could include views within the
battlefield highlighting a particular aspect of the battle or significant views into the
battlefield from outside it;



Developments within the registered area which impact on the character of the
battlefield and diminish the ability to interpret or ‘read’ the landscape in relation to
the battle;



Developments outside the registered area which impact on the setting of the
heritage asset (ie the battlefield). This might particularly comprise encroaching
incremental development around the perimeter of the battlefield;



Cumulative impacts within the registered area which may not individually be
considered to amount to substantial harm but which cumulatively do have a
greater impact;



‘Brownfield developments’. Included as a separate item due to the possibility that
it will be more likely that planning permission would be granted for a development
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(possibly a large development) on a site which is or has been already built upon.
This relates principally to the large electricity substation but it could relate to other
areas on a smaller scale. The new developments could have a greater or longer
lasting impact on the battlefield than the current use. Sites such as these could,
however, have potential for enhancements to the battlefield (discussed further
below).
The industrial estates (Areas 11, 13) have a low level of sensitivity and would be able
to accommodate new buildings, similar in scale to those already within this area,
without harming the significance of the battlefield. However, in other less developed
areas (eg Areas 1, 10) new buildings would have a much higher potential for having
a detrimental impact.
Opportunities
As detailed elsewhere the current landscape of Newburn Ford Battlefield has been
impacted upon by the construction of features such as the electricity substation,
electricity pylons, rowing club buildings and trading estates. However, the character
of the landscape will continue to evolve and the heritage significance has not
necessarily been harmed in perpetuity by these elements. There are numerous ways
in which the battlefield, and understanding of the battle, can be enhanced through
changes to the landscape. A good example of the potential for this has been the
closure and redevelopment of Stella North and South Power Stations in the last 25
years which has considerably enhanced the character and appearance of the
battlefield. There are opportunities for enhancement both within the planning system
and outside of it.
As a registered historic battlefield the significance of the site is a material
consideration in the planning process. Possible opportunities within the planning
system may include:


Retention and enhancement of key views;



Investigation of buried archaeology (eg through development);



Reduction in the visual impact of electricity infrastructure;



Brownfield development which reduces the visual impact of other existing
structures or buildings;



Increasing access to private land with key views (eg through development);



Masking of existing visually intrusive buildings



Planning gain (such as S106 agreements or Community Infrastructure Levy) where
direct enhancements to the battlefield could be tied legitimately into a planning
permission;
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Active promotion of the battlefield as a tourist attraction through improving
amenity value (possibly through planning gain such as Community Infrastructure
Levy).



Encouraging good design to reduce the visual impact of new buildings
Research priorities
Research priorities based on gaps in our current knowledge of the battlefield could
help guide future mitigation strategies. These might include:



Determining the location and survival of the English sconces;



Determining the exact routes taken by the retreating English forces;



Establishing the location of the Scottish camps;



Clarification of the extent of dredging and related ground make up

There may be opportunities to answer some of these research questions through the
planning system by attaching relevant conditions to planning approvals. Conditions
could include seeking predetermination evaluation or:


Archaeological evaluation, excavation and watching brief;



Fieldwalking, particularly to look for battlefield artefacts



new geophysical surveys
Opportunities outside the planning system
Although it is outside the central focus of this study it is worth highlighting briefly
enhancement opportunities which are outside of the planning system.
Interpretative events have been held in the past such as the 2004 Newburn Ford
Project centred at the Tyne Riverside Country Park and funded by a Local Heritage
Initiative grant. Other commercially sponsored events would help to raise the profile
of the battlefield among the local community. They may also offer the opportunity to
assess the battlefield finds already made by Mr Whelan and clarify their location.
Hadrian’s Wall is a World Heritage site and a very popular tourist attraction which
attracts many thousands of visitors each year. The location of the battlefield close to
one end of the Hadrian’s Wall official walk means that an unusually large number of
military history enthusiasts are likely to cross the Tyne at Newburn and there would
clearly be potential for further interpretation.
There are potential benefits in the location of the rowing clubs in the core of the
battlefield as they bring groups of people to the area for leisure purposes who are
perhaps more likely to engage with the battlefield than commercial owners and
tenants. The rowing clubs, now established in the heart of the battlefield, could be
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regarded as convenient viewing positions and locations for interpretation panels and
social events. Boats on the river offer a good view of the core of the battlefield.
‘The Boathouse’ public house, located to the north of the bridge, overlooking the
river, is well positioned to allow appreciation of what remains of the core of the
battlefield and would likewise be an ideal location for interpretative panels and social
events designed to promote it. Internet advertising for the pub focusses on Heritage,
but interestingly does not reference the Battle of Newburn Ford at all, even though
the site would have been located under the flying cannonballs between Newburn
Church and the English sconces.

4.6

Planning recommendations
As detailed elsewhere, the significance of Newburn Ford registered battlefield is a
material consideration for planning authorities when considering any proposed
development which might affect the site or its setting.
Based on our increased understanding of the history, heritage and landscape of the
battlefield it is possible to provide the planning authorities, developers and the local
community with specific recommendations and guidance to help them conserve and
enhance this registered heritage asset. The recommendations for each character area
are included in Appendix 1 but they are also summarised in the table below.

NEWBURN FORD BATTLEFIELD
PLANNING IMPLEMENTATION TABLE
Key recommendations
1
2
3

4
5
6
7

There should be a presumption that in areas of high sensitivity within the registered
battlefield new buildings will be limited to areas already built upon;
Areas which largely retain an open character and are of high sensitivity (Areas 1, 2, 6, 7
and 10) should have their existing character enhanced;
Existing facilities should be relocated away from Character Area 1. This area offers
opportunities for considerable enhancement and the undeveloped areas are of
particularly high sensitivity
The visual impact of electricity infrastructure (eg substation) should be reduced;
The possibility of burying electrical cables should be encouraged where it does not
conflict with archaeology.
New buildings in areas of high or moderate sensitivity should be low-rise and designed
to blend in with the landscape.
Brownfield developments (eg Areas 11 and 13) should be less intrusive than that which
currently occupies or occupied the site.
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8
9
10

11

12
13

14

Development of the industrial estate on the north side of the river (Area 13) should
include provision for an extension of the riverside walk along this stretch of the Tyne.
Ensure that the upper parts of the hill within Newburn village (Character Area 3)
remain open.
The woodland character of Area 5 (Wooded slopes to north of Ryton) should be
retained, particularly in proximity to the existing routes through. Planning applications
which would compromise this should be resisted.
Access and visual links should be enhanced between Newburn village and the river
front. The existing visual barrier, which originated with the former railway line along
this route, should be dissipated through developments which encourage links.
Archaeological mitigation should be undertaken in areas with archaeological potential
(particularly the south side of the river in the undeveloped parts of Areas 1 and 10).
Ensure that views from private land (Hallow Hill and Rye Hill) which have been
identified as being of potential significance are properly assessed when considering
planning applications in these areas (see Fig 3).
The clearance of trees from below Newburn Church should be encouraged to enhance
views between this area and the central core of the battlefield.
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Newburn Landscape Character Areas and Views

CHARACTER AREA 1
SOUTH SIDE OF TYNE EITHER SIDE OF NEWBURN BRIDGE
Location

This area is located to the south side of the river, to both sides of Newburn
Bridge.
The eastern part of this area is now the site of the Stella sub-station and this has
destroyed any clear sense of the historic landscape. The western part of the area
remains less heavily developed although it has seen some modern building
(rowing club).
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
This area formed the heart of the battlefield where the Scottish troops crossed
battle
the river and were engaged by the English. It also forms the location of the
English defensive sconces and the main area where the English troops prepared
for battle.
Development in
This flat, low-lying area remained essentially undeveloped at the time of the
the 19th & 20th
1895 OS map although it did include the approach road to Newburn Bridge.
centuries.
The area remained relatively little developed as late as 1967, other than some
minor development adjacent to the road but soon after this the substation to the
east of the bridge road was constructed.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
The area is largely flat and devoid of minor undulation
Land cover:

This is an area occupied by a diverse assemblage of uses ranging from
recreational units associated with various rowing clubs to power distribution to
light industry and commercial premises.
Land use and
Varied from recreational use to light industrial and power distribution to small
management
scale farming.
Typical elements:
 New (21st C.) rowing club buildings
 Older (20th C.) rowing club buildings
 Small scale industrial sheds
 Electricity sub stations
 Palisade security fencing
 Small arable field
 Gas pumping station
 Pylons
Distinctive
 Rowing club buildings
elements
 Electricity sub station
 Light industrial sheds
Communications
The main road through this area is the Newburn Bridge Road but there are also
some minor access tracks which branch off it. The Keelman’s Way longdistance cycle track also extends through this area along the south bank of the
river.
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
The area has a high evidential value in its archaeological potential and also in
the potential for its landscape to be investigated. It has a medium historical
illustrative value as it is still possible to gain some sense of the historic
landscape but secondary developments have compromised this.
Significant views: Views from this area: No. 8, 15 (both of high significance)
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Views towards this area: No.s 3, 4, 14 (each of high significance); 1, 2, 5 (each of
medium significance),
Archaeological
The western half of this area has a high archaeological potential. Metal
potential
detecting has identified various finds and an earthwork remains towards the
southern edge. This could survive from a sconce although it seems more likely
that its origins are an early industrial feature (waggonway embankment?).
Landfill from river dredging works only appears to have covered the section of
this area closest to the river (less than 200 m).
The eastern half of this area is the site of the electrical substation and therefore
here there is a low archaeological potential.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
Relevant
This area is within the registered battlefield but it is not covered by any other
designations and
designations.
forces for change:
Sensitivity and
The footprint of the substation has a moderate sensitivity and capacity for
capacity for
change while the rest of this area has a high sensitivity and low capacity for
change
change.
Opportunities for  Reduce the visual impact of electricity infrastructure
enhancement
 Green redevelopment (re-landscaping) of substation site.

Planning
recommendations



Reduce visual impact or prominence of the rowing club buildings



Enhance interpretation of the battlefield, on route of Keelman’s Way.



Ensure that the parts of this area that are not built upon remain open.



Ensure that any further development on the site of the rowing clubs is
designed to reduce visual impact.



Ensure that existing key views are not impacted upon adversely.



Ensure that any intrusive works in areas with a high archaeological
potential are subject to archaeological mitigation.



A long-term aspiration to enhance this open character area (and therefore
the overall battlefield) by relocating intrusive facilities (eg sub-station,
pylons and other buildings).
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CHARACTER AREA 1: VIEW 1
Location: Newburn church looking south over the
battlefield.
Viewpoint within Character Area 3 but principally
looking towards Character Area 1.
Relationship to battle: Contemporary sources show
that the Scottish forces placed some light-weight
cannon on the church tower in Newburn. The idea
of the cannon in the tower firing on the English
troops to the south of the river has caught the
imagination as a key element of the battle but it is far
more likely that the devastation of the English forts
was caused by the larger guns set in the
undergrowth along the north bank. The view from
the tower may still have been of importance in the
battle in allowing the Scots a good vantage point to
survey the fords and the English forts.
Description – historic: It is likely that at the time of the battle there would have been far fewer trees
around the church and extending down to the river. This is partly suggested by the fact that the guns
were placed in the tower but also by the 1856 OS map which shows these areas much clearer of trees
than today.
Description – current: The view of the battlefield from the church is now heavily obscured by trees,
most of which are located in the churchyard itself and consist of lime, sycamore and cherry and some of
which are located in the plot of land below. The church is accessed easily from the centre of Newburn.
The church, however, is outside the registered battlefield boundary.
Reason for selection: Despite being outside the registered battlefield this view is from a point which is
known to have played a specific part in the battle (albeit probably not a key role).
Significance of view: The view is considered to be of medium significance to our understanding of the
battle (albeit currently substantially obscured by trees). The view has the potential to provide a good
overall view of the scene of the main fighting on the south side of the river. The fact that the church is
the main built structure known to have existed at the time of the battle also enhances the significance of
the view.
Opportunities/constraints: The connection between the church and the core of the battle has now
largely been lost (at least temporarily), obscured as it is by intervening vegetation. It would be beneficial
if selected trees could be felled and a more direct view established. If access could be gained to the tower
then that would also provide a clear overall view of the battlefield.
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CHARACTER AREA 1: VIEW 2
Location: Newburn churchyard above the
church looking south over the battlefield
Viewpoint within Character Area 3 but
principally looking towards Character Area 1.
Relationship to battle: Although this area
around the church is not considered to have
played a key part in the battle it would probably
have been much more open at the time of the
battle and it may have provided clear views of
the fords and the English troops for the Scottish
troops gathering before the battle.
Description – historic: As for View 1 it is believed that this view would have been significantly more
open at the time of the battle.
Description – current: The same situation applies to View 1 i.e. no views of the battlefield are possible
due to the dense perimeter of trees which now exists. The situation is compounded by a lack of
management resulting in large impenetrable thickets of bramble.
Reason for selection: if it was less obscured this area would provide a good vantage point over the
central core of the battlefield.
Significance of view: Despite being largely obscured this view is considered to be of medium
significance to our understanding of the battlefield, particularly in terms of its potential for the overall
interpretation of it (subject to appropriate vegetation management). If the obscuring vegetation was
cleared the view would allow a general overview of the main scene of the battle on the south side of
the river. It is outside the registered battlefield.
Opportunities/constraints The connection between this area to the north of the church and the core of
the battle is currently obscured by vegetation but this could be beneficially re-established if selected
trees could be felled.

CHARACTER AREA 1: VIEW 3
Location: Access track to the Tyne Rowing Club
on north side of the Tyne.
Viewpoint within Character Area 7 but
principally looking towards Areas 1, 2 and 9.
Relationship to battle: The view is from a point
approximately where the Scottish army waited
before crossing the river at the upper fording
point when tidal conditions favoured a crossing.
The view shows the location of the former
upper ford.
Description – historic: The character of the river in this area would have been very different in 1640,
prior to its realignment and dredging in the late 19th and early 20th century. The character of the river
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would have been closer to that which it still has some way upstream with shoals, small islands and
wide sandy/gravelly banks.
Description – current: The principal landscape elements remain – the River Tyne, the flat or gently
undulating flood plain and distant wooded hills. However the character of this stretch of the Tyne is
now closer to that of a ship canal than a natural river. Access is good and the view uncluttered by
foreground vegetation or buildings. However the newly built buildings of the Tyne United rowing
club are prominent in the view and obscure much of the land behind on which the battle was fought.
Pylons are also prominent.
Reason for selection: the area that this view is from would have been a key point during the battle and
although the landscape has changed it is still a very open (unobscured) view which can still illustrate
important elements of the battle.
Significance of view: This view is considered to be of high significance to our understanding of the
battle although it has been partly lost due to secondary alterations (particularly the pylons, new boat
club and changes to the river). Although the character of the river has altered it is still a key
topographical feature in terms of understanding the battle and in this view it is still possible to imagine
the opposing forces on the opposite side of the river.
Opportunities/constraints: Despite the secondary alterations (the rowing club buildings, pylons and
modern character of the river) this is a good location from which to understand the battle and the
location of the principal opponents. There is long-term potential for future developments which
enhance the view such as the removal of the pylons and rowing club buildings.

CHARACTER AREA 1: VIEW 4
Location: Access track off Keelman’s way east
of the Newburn bridge crossing.
Viewpoint within Character Area 13 but
principally looking towards Areas 1 and 9.
Relationship to battle: This was the probable
location at which the Scottish army waited
before crossing the river at the lower fording
point when tidal conditions favoured a crossing.
The view would have shown the lower ford (or
Riding Ford) and the English Lower Fort on the
meadowland beyond.
Description – historic: As in View 3 the river channel was very different in 1640 when the river would
have had wide gravelly banks, shoals and islands. The exact view is not now possible because the
river banks have all been built up.
Description – current: A niche view of the lower ford crossing and possible English lower fort position
(to the left). The view is interrupted on the far bank by Newcastle University Boat Club Boathouse and
associated boat storage facilties, by an electricity substation and pylons. Naturally regenerating elder
and scrub in the foreground also impede the view. As with View 3 the river now has a character closer
to that of a ship canal rather than a natural river.
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Reason for selection: the area that this view is from would have been a key point during the battle and
although the landscape has changed (and the view slightly obscured) it can still illustrate important
elements of it.
Significance of view: This view is considered to be of high significance in relation to the events of the
battle although it has been partly lost due to secondary alterations (particularly the pylons, new boat
club and changes to the river). Although the character of the river has altered it is still a key
topographical feature in terms of understanding the battle and in this view it is still possible to imagine
the opposing forces on the opposite side of the river.
Opportunities/constraints: Good location on a public right of way from which it is possible to gain a
good understanding of the battle despite secondary alterations detracting from the view.

CHARACTER AREA 1: VIEW 5
Location: Off public footpath on public open
space above Church to the north-west of Manor
Grove.
Viewpoint within Character Area 3 but
principally looking towards Area 1.
Relationship to battle: This elevated position
above Newburn is likely to have been close to
the position of one of the Scottish encampments
prior to the battle.
Description – current: This viewpoint on the high ground overlooking the battlefield is a small area of
open managed amenity grassland accessed from a steep cobbled footpath running up from the centre
of Newburn. Views are obscured at the moment by naturally regenerating elder and hawthorn scrub
with extensive patches of brambles.
Description – historic:
This is one of the possible locations on high ground where the Scottish army may have camped before
the battle. The church is a short distance away down the hill and if the scrub/vegetation in this area
was controlled the location would afford panoramic views over the battlefield.
Reason for selection: This is one of the few publicly accessible viewpoints with links to the position of
the Scottish army before the battle.
Significance of view:
The view is considered to be of medium significance in the understanding of the battle and it is now
partially obscured. It illustrates the view from close to one of the Scottish camps and if cleared of
vegetation would also provide a good overall view of the central part of the battlefield. The view is
however outside the Registered Battlefield.
Opportunities/constraints:
The scrub presently obscures the view of the battlefield but its clearance may not be an issue if
ownership permits. This would be a good location to display interpretation on the battle and provide
some seating
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CHARACTER AREA 1: VIEW 8
Location: Top of access track to gas pumping
station off Newburn bridge road.
Panoramic viewpoint within Character Area 1
but looking towards Areas 3, 5, 6 and 7.
Relationship to battle: This view is from the
heart of the battlefield. It is from a point
probably close to the English upper fort and it
looks towards the Upper Ford as well as
towards the hills above Newburn and the
church (albeit obscured).
Description – historic: this view would have been significantly different at the time of the battle
without the rowing club buildings and pylons. It is likely that the church and other buildings in
Newburn would have been more visible due to the smaller number of trees which are believed to
have been present at that time. The alignment of the river was different in this area although from
the viewpoint the river is little visible anyway.
Description – current: This is one of the few arable fields on the battlefield and contains the site of
the new Tyne United rowing club and ‘landscaped’ access road. The view is now largely dominated
by the towering electricity pylons and the club buildings which now obscure part of the opposite
bank. Newburn church can just be seen emerging from a dense canopy on the right but is obscured.
Reason for selection: This would have been a key position in relation to the battle looking
northwards towards the Upper Ford from a point probably close to the English upper fort.
This viewpoint can also provide valuable panoramic views. It can serve to illustrate the route of the
retreat of the English forces southwards towards Ryton and Stella, as well as the Scottish pursuit.
From here there are also 'flanking' views eastwards to the other English fort and across to the Lower
Ford.
Significance of view: the views from this location are considered to be of high significance in the
understanding of the events of the battle although the northward view is now partially obscured by
the new rowing club building. Although the modern alterations (rowing club) compromise the
ability of the view to fully illustrate the battle it is still possible from here to gain some
understanding of various important topographical elements. These include the relationship of the
high ground above Newburn overlooking the meadowland where the English troops were
positioned. The panoramic nature of the views from this point can illustrate something of the
sequence of events of the battle and this enhances the significance of this point.
Opportunities/constraints: The introduction of the Tyne United rowing club has interrupted views,
affected the historic context and disturbed the core of the battle making interpretation and
understanding difficult.
Further expansion of the rowing club or other development in this sensitive location would be very
likely to further compromise the understanding of the site. Burying the electric cables underground
(in routes that do not conflict with the buried archaeology) would offer the potential for enhancing
this view.
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CHARACTER AREA 1: VIEW 14
Location: View from north bank of the river
looking south-east along river and towards
centre of battlefield.
The viewpoint is located in Character Area 7
but it principally looks towards Areas 1, 2 and
9
Relationship to battle: Historically this view
would have overlooked the main scene of the
battle (albeit somewhat distant).
Description – historic: Prior to the river improvements this view would not have been possible
because it would probably have been from a point in the river. At the time of the battle the river
would have had the character of a natural, irregular channel with shoals, small islands and wide
banks. The westernmost fording point would have been visible in the view.
Description – current: This view shows a long stretch of the river together with low-lying
meadowland on the south bank in front of the hills to the rear. The various modern buildings in the
view are relatively low and unobtrusive although the pylons do have a greater impact. The wooded
banks to the rear of the view form an important backdrop. The character of the river has changed
considerably from its historic form by the dredging and realignment in the late 19th/early 20th
century.
Reason for selection: this is a sweeping view from a well-used public footpath and it includes a
number of topographical features which played a role in the battle. It can illustrate something of the
dynamics of the battle, particularly the Scottish troops fording the river to engage the English
troops.
Significance of view: this view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
battlefield. Although it is slightly distant from the scene of the main fighting it is a good point from
which to illustrate the battle. The flanking view allows the observer to pan across the scene and
imagine the Scottish troops fording the river before moving onto the meadowland on the south
bank. The modern features (pylons and modern buildings) are less intrusive in this view than in
views from closer to the centre of the fighting.
Opportunities/constraints: This is a highly prominent view, from a well used public area and
footpath. It is possible to gain some sense of the topography of the battlefield (massed troops on
either side of the river). The existing interpretation panels in this area could be enhanced.
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CHARACTER AREA 1: VIEW 15
Location:
View north from south bank (to east of bridge)
looking towards Newburn village.
The viewpoint is located in Character Area 1 but
it looks towards Areas 3, 9 and 13.
Relationship of view to battle: This viewpoint
would have been located close to the lower ford
and it would have been that of the English
troops waiting for the Scottish forces to cross the
river.
Description – historic: The character of the river would have been quite different prior to its
dredging and realigning in the late 19th/early 20th century. In this area the north bank (in the
foreground of the view) would have been wide and marshy or sandy. It would have been tidal and
there was a very large sandy/gravelly area to the right (where the industrial estate now is). It is
believed that there would have been fewer trees on the lower slopes of Newburn and the buildings
in the village of Newburn would have been more visible. This is believed to be the location of the
lower ford where the Scottish troops crossed the river.
Description – current:
This view looks towards the village but the buildings are largely masked by the thick bank of trees.
There is only one prominent modern building in the nearground. One of the important elements of
this view is the church tower from which the Scottish artillery fired towards the English forces. The
tower is just visible although it is largely obscured.
Reason for inclusion: this view is on a well used public footpath and it focuses on the position of
an important element in the battle.
Significance of view: This view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
battlefield, albeit partially obscured. It focuses on a key area of the battle, where the Scottish troops
crossed the river, and is towards the church and hills above Newburn. Changes to the character of
the river have altered the view somewhat from its historic form and Newburn is substantially
masked by trees but it can still help to illustrate elements of the battle.
Opportunities/constraints:
This is close to the centre of the fighting and it would be a good location for enhanced
interpretation. Caution should be taken when considering any prominent development on the north
bank.
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CHARACTER AREA 2
RYTON WILLOWS AND PARSON’S HAUGH
Location

Character Area 2 is on the south bank of the river and on the west side of the
registered battlefield. The southern edge of the area is defined by the mainline
railway. The area includes two distinct areas known as Ryton Willows and
Parson’s Haugh.
A key feature or aspect of this area is the fact that it is a publicly accessible
nature reserve which retains its meadowland character.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
This area was to the west of the central events of the battle, where the Scots
battle
crossed the river and engaged the English troops, although the fighting may
have spread into the eastern part of it.
Development in
The 1856 OS map shows the line of the river before it was realigned later in the
the 19th & 20th
19th century. At this date the bank of the river was less regular and extended
centuries.
across what is now the northern edge of Ryton Willows. Other than this the
character area is little different today and with a similar layout of footpaths
including an east-to-west foot road which crossed the meadows from Ryton
village towards Newburn Ford.
Ryton Willows and Parson’s Haugh are both marked although Parson’s Haugh
is shown as enclosed fields. There appears to have been a waggonway on the
border between the two areas leading down to the river and Ryton Station was
located on the southern edge of the area close to the west end. A small water
course (Willow Letch) is also shown extending down from close to the station
towards the river. There are no significant buildings surviving in the area.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
The area is a relatively flat, low-lying meadow with localised undulations
resulting from historical drainage channels, cultivation and field boundaries,
etc. The land is largely between c.3.5 and 5.5 m above sea level. At the southern
edge of this area is a pond known as the Gut which is believed to represent an
old meander of the Tyne.
Land cover:
Much of the area is dominated by dry acidic grassland with incipient scrub
development with areas of gorse and broom scrub providing habitats for
breeding birds. Towards the southern edge is a group of ponds and small area
of woodland. It is free from development but on the eastern margin contains a
securely fenced vacant plot and several small fields grazed by horses enclosed
by tall bushy hedges.
Land use and
The whole area is owned and managed as a Local Nature Reserve (Ryton
management
Willows) by Gateshead Metropolitan Borough Council. The area is under non
intensive management regimes.
Typical elements: Managed River meadow (Ryton Willows and Parson’s Haugh)
Rough grassland with long grass and flowers
Patches of naturally regenerated soils
Informal network of grassy paths
River frontage
Open land with good views across , up and down river
Distinctive
SSSI for grassland and wetland interest
elements
Distinctive riverbank flora reflecting intertidal status
Communications
The riverside footpath extends along the northern edge of this area and a
railway line forms part of the southern edge. The area also includes several
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footpaths around the nature reserve, some of which were shown on the 1st ed
OS map.
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
Although the main events of the battle were located slightly away from here
this area is of significance in relation to the battlefield. It has a medium
historical value in being able to illustrate the low-lying meadowland on the
south bank of the river which was an important aspect of the battle, and this is
enhanced by the relative lack of intrusive modern elements (although there are
electricity pylons in this area). It is also enhanced by the survival of the historic
foot road across the meadow from Ryton to the ford, shown on the 1856 OS
map.
The eastern part of this area, where some of the fighting may have taken place,
has a medium evidential value through its archaeological potential. The area
also has a medium aesthetic value although the character of the area has
significantly altered since the time of the battle.
Significant views: This area provides open views across the river towards Newburn and the hills.
These contribute to the significance and understanding of the battlefield
although they have not been included as individual views in the current study.
Views towards this area: Nos. 13 (medium significance) and 14 (high
significance)
No. 9 (high significance) - from this area
Archaeological
The western part of this area has a moderate archaeological potential because
potential
although it has remained undeveloped it was away from the main events of the
battle. The eastern part of this area has a high potential because it remains
undeveloped and was close to the main events. The strip of land closest to the
river has a moderate potential because it is believed to have been covered in
landfill from dredging works thus burying potential remains.
PLANNING AND OPPORTUNITIES
The area includes Ryton Willows and Parson’s Haugh both of which have been
Relevant
designated as a Local Nature Reserve. Ryton Willows (to the west) is also
designations and
forces for change: registered as common land. A small part of Ryton Willows, centred on a set of
ponds towards the southern edge of this area, is also a SSSI.
It is known that in the 1990s Gateshead Council was proposing to form a car
park on Parson’s Haugh as an amenity for visitors to Ryton Willows (The
Independent, 15 Aug 1994).
Sensitivity and
This area is entirely undeveloped and whilst its character has altered
capacity for
considerably since the time of the battle it has a low capacity to accommodate
change
change. It helps illustrates something of the open meadowland on the south
side of the river and thus any new development would have a high likelihood
of harming that character.
The area is afforded protection by in that it is entirely within the registered
battlefield; part of it is a SSSI (albeit a relatively small part) and all of it a local
nature reserve.
Opportunities for That the site is entirely publicly accessible provides an opportunity for
enhancement
interpretation (either specific events or self-guided trails).
Planning
 Retain the existing open, undeveloped character of this area.
recommendations  Retain existing routes across the meadowland


Retain views
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CHARACTER AREA 2: VIEW 9
Location: On the footpath that crosses Parson’s
Haugh.
Viewpoint within Character Area 2 but
principally looking towards Areas 1, 3, 5, 6, 7
Relationship to battle: This view principally
looks towards where the Scottish troops would
have crossed the river at the upper ford. It may
also show the location of the English upper fort
although its exact location is uncertain. The
panoramic nature of the views from this point
also look towards the hills north of the river
where the Scottish troops gathered and
southwards towards where the English troops
retreated.
Description – historic: this view would have been significantly different at the time of the battle
without the rowing club buildings and pylons. It is likely that the church and other buildings in
Newburn would have been more visible due to the smaller number of trees which are believed to
have been present at that time. The alignment of the river was quite different in this area although
from the viewpoint the river is little visible anyway.
Description – current: The main north-eastwards view, which is now across an arable field, is
somewhat dominated by the new Tyne United rowing club buildings and towering electricity
pylons. The rowing club buildings are emphasised by their stark white colour, modern materials
and the lack of any kind of softening.
Reason for selection: this view is from a public footpath and across the key central area of the
battlefield. It can also help illustrate the sequence of the events of the battle through the views
towards the hills north of the river, the upper ford, the upper fort and the hills to where the English
troops would have retreated.
Significance of view: the view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
events of the battle, although it is now partially obscured. Although modern alterations affect the
ability of the view to illustrate the battlefield it is still possible from here to gain some
understanding of various important topographical elements. These include the relationship of the
high ground above Newburn overlooking the meadowland where the English troops were
positioned.
Opportunities/constraints This footpath is not a major route and there is limited potential for
interpretation. The addition of a thick band of trees to the rear of the rowing club building would
soften the new buildings and reduce their dominance in the landscape although this could further
obscure other valuable elements of the view (or other views).
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CHARACTER AREA 2: VIEW 13

Location: View south from north bank of Tyne towards Ryton Willows and Parson’s Haugh.
The viewpoint is within Character Area 7 but the view looks towards Areas 1, 2, 5 and 9.
Relationship to battle: Ryton Willows and Parson’s Haugh are within the registered battlefield but
most of this area was just outside the core area where the main fighting took place. The area was a
short distance to the west of the fords and the English forts. Some of the English troops may have
massed here (assuming it was not boggy) and some of the fighting is likely to have extended here.
Description – historic: At the time of the battle this view would have been very different to today in
a number of ways. Firstly, the point where the view is from would probably have been in the middle
of the river prior to the dredging and realignment of this stretch in the early 20th century. The
character of the river would then have been one of a much less regular channel with shoals, islands
and wide banks. The wooded slopes towards the rear of the view would have been similar to today,
as would have been the low-lying, undeveloped meadow (albeit without fences/path etc).
Description – current: This view across the Tyne shows the low-lying meadowland with the gently
rising hills behind. Although there are electricity pylons crossing the area they are slightly less
intrusive than in the comparable view further to the west. The area is relatively undeveloped. The
area retains more of its historical character than others although the 19th-century works to the river
would have significantly altered the view.
Reason for selection: Although this view primarily focuses on a somewhat peripheral part of the
battlefield it is less compromised by modern elements and is therefore better able to convey
something of the historic character of the area than other more central views. In addition this
viewpoint also offers a panoramic view stretching eastwards towards the location of the English forts
on the meadowland.
Significance of view: the view is considered to be of medium significance in the understanding of the
battlefield. It is in a prominent, well-used location, it can convey something of the historic character of
the battlefield and it offers flanking views towards the location of the English forts.
Opportunities/constraints: The view is from a well-used public area and Keelman Way footpath
which increases the potential for interpretation. Although this view did not focus on the core of the
fighting this area does offer a relatively good impression of the historic form of the local landscape.
Much of the area is a nature reserve and is thus offered some protection from development.
Consider adding interpretation in this area. Burying electric cables underground (in routes that do not
conflict with the buried archaeology) would be preferable.
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CHARACTER AREA 2: VIEW 14
Location: View from north bank of the river
looking south-east along river and towards
centre of battlefield.
The viewpoint is located in Character Area 7
but it principally looks towards Areas 1, 2 and
9
Relationship to battle: Historically this view
would have overlooked the main scene of the
battle (albeit somewhat distant).
Description – historic: Prior to the river improvements this view would not have been possible
because it would probably have been from a point in the river. At the time of the battle the river
would have had the character of a natural, irregular channel with shoals, small islands and wide
banks. The westernmost fording point would have been visible in the view
Description – current: This view shows a long stretch of the river together with low-lying
meadowland on the south bank in front of the hills to the rear. The various modern buildings in the
view are relatively low and unobtrusive although the pylons do have a greater impact. The wooded
banks to the rear of the view form an important backdrop. The character of the river has changed
considerably from its historic form by the dredging and realignment in the late 19 th/early 20th
century.
Reason for selection: this is a sweeping view from a well-used public footpath and it includes a
number of topographical features which played a role in the battle. It can illustrate something of the
dynamics of the battle, particularly the Scottish troops fording the river to engage the English
troops.
Significance of view: this view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
battlefield. Although it is slightly distant from the scene of the main fighting it is a good point from
which to illustrate the battle. The flanking view allows the observer to pan across the scene and
imagine the Scottish troops fording the river before moving onto the meadowland on the south
bank. The modern features (pylons and modern buildings) are less intrusive in this view than in
views from closer to the centre of the fighting.
Opportunities/constraints: This is a highly prominent view, from a well used public area and
footpath. It is possible to gain some sense of the topography of the battlefield (massed troops on
either side of the river). The existing interpretation panels in this area could be enhanced.
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CHARACTER AREA 3
NEWBURN VILLAGE
Location

Located on the north side of the river, adjacent to Newburn Bridge but on the
raised ground away from the Tyne. Although this area is almost entirely
outside the registered battlefield it does have a clear historical relevance to it
and the church is the main identifiable building which played a part in the
battle
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
The Scottish troops prepared for battle on the hills above Newburn
battle
(presumably including the hill in this area) but also in the town itself.

Development in
the 19th & 20th
centuries.

Although outside the registered battlefield, the area has an important visual
relationship to it by providing a backdrop to views north from the battlefield
and by providing (from certain vantage points) good views down towards the
main battlefield. The growth of woodland towards the river has however
created something of a visual barrier between the town and the river.
Newburn expanded from a small village as a direct result of the industrial
revolution and was associated with the successful development of Spencer’s
steelworks which existed from 1822 until its closure after the First World War.
The 19th century terraced housing that runs in a grid pattern north-east / southwest is associated with this phase of Newburn’s growth and has a marked
influence on its character.
The OS map of 1856 provides a good indication of the historical form of the
village, above the large semi-tidal marshy area (the Stanners) before the
realignment of the river. Newburn Hall (a 15th century building) is still shown
on the eastern side of the village centre as well as other historical elements such
as the church, manor house and vicarage. However the map also shows much
evidence of industrial development such as the steel works, brickworks and the
Wylam Waggonway which extended across the southern edge of the area
alongside the river.

By the OS map of 1895 the industrial development had increased greatly,
particularly with the steelworks along the eastern edge of the village.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
The village wraps around the sides of a hill, the highest point of which is
located just to the north of the church at c.45 m above sea level. The ground
slopes down sharply to each side with the lowest point being close to the bridge
and extending around the southern edge of the area at c.8 m above sea level.
Towards the east the ground drops towards the Walbottle Road which extends
north between two hills.
Land cover:
Approximately half the area is covered by housing, mainly terraced, and
associated gardens. The central part of the area, including the top of the hill,
remains as grassland, extending to the north, and there are significant patches
of woodland, particularly around the church as well as towards the eastern
corner of the area and towards the river. There is an area of allotments along
the western edge.
Land use and
Most of the area is used for residential purposes, including private terraced
management
houses, particularly to the west and stretching around to the south, and a series
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of local authority apartment blocks towards the east. The area also includes the
church and churchyard towards the centre, open land towards the north
(believed to be council land) and private industrial premises towards the
eastern corner. At the western edge is a large set of allotments. This is owned
by Newcastle City Council but ‘self managed’ (ie through an allotment
association).
Typical elements: 1. 19th century terraced housing arranged in a grid pattern on steeply sloping
land
2. Significant patches of woodland
3. Open areas of grassland
4. Allotments
Distinctive
Newburn Church, now largely obscured by woodland but a feature which is
elements
known to have played a part in the battle.
Communications
As a village the area has many footpaths and roads but the main thoroughfares
are the Newburn Road and Walbottle Road, which each provide access from
the north either side of the hill on which the village is located. These each
connect to the High Street which wraps around the southern edge of the main
village.
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
Newburn has a strong historical relationship to the battlefield and particular
events of the battle. The Scottish troops gathered on this hill (and others
nearby) prior to the battle and it is recorded that light-weight cannons were
fired from the church tower towards the English troops. It therefore has a highmedium historical associative value.
The area also has a low-medium evidential value both in terms of its
archaeological potential and in terms of the potential that this part of the
landscape has to enable future study to enhance understanding of the battle.
Although the evidential value of the landscape can be seen to cover the whole
of this area there are pockets or particular points which have a higher
significance. These include the church and areas towards the top of the hill
which remain undeveloped.

Significant views:

This area is almost entirely outside the boundary of the registered battlefield
(other than the allotments) and its significance in relation to the battle is partly
obscured by the fact that the town has a relatively limited visual relationship
with the river (and therefore the meadowland where the main action of the
battle took place). This has been partly caused by vegetation growth but is
largely due to the way in which the town was historically separated from the
river by large low-lying boggy areas which have now been ‘reclaimed’ from the
river and partly developed.
Although the village of Newburn is on a hill and close to Newburn Bridge the
views towards the core of the battlefield are largely obscured by trees and
existing buildings. There are potentially significant views towards the
battlefield from the church, the church yard and the raised ground above the
church.
Views 1, 2, 5 from this area (each one of medium significance)
Views towards this area: 8, 15 (both of high significance), No16 (of medium
significance. Detailed further below.
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Archaeological
potential

The area is considered to have low archaeological potential in relation to the
battlefield. The battle is likely to have left relatively little evidence in the town
although there may well be stray artefacts.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
The allotments at the western corner of this area are included in the registered
Relevant
battlefield but the rest of the area is outside it. There is a cluster of listed
designations and
forces for change: buildings in the area, each of which is towards the southern part of the area and
close to the High Street. These include a war memorial, the church and related
structures (tombs and Lych Gate) but they also include other buildings such as
almshouses, a 19th-century Duke of Northumberland’s House, an Edwardian
council offices.
Towards the eastern corner of this area there survives a number of light
industrial premises on a small part of the former steel works. It is likely that
these will gradually be re-developed, possibly into housing as much of the rest
of the former steelworks has been.

Sensitivity and
capacity for
change

Opportunities for
enhancement

There are also some other pockets of land which would have a high potential
for development in the future including an area to the south of Park Road on
which there were municipal offices and a recreation ground.
This area is largely built up and in general it has a low sensitivity and a high
capacity to accommodate change without having a major impact on the
significance of the battlefield. There are large previously developed areas such
as the industrial sites along the eastern edge of the area which could see further
development without any meaningful impact on the significance of the
battlefield. There are however some pieces of land with a higher level of
sensitivity. These include the land around the church and above it towards the
top of the hill. All the south facing slopes which remain undeveloped would
also have a high level of sensitivity, and low capacity for change, whereas in
terms of understanding the battlefield the north facing slopes (towards
Townfield Gardens) would have a lower level of sensitivity.
 Improve access links and visual relationship between the historic centre of
the town and the river


Reduce tree cover on bank beneath the church to enhance views and further
reveal the significance of the battlefield.



Install some interpretation and benches towards the top of the hill
immediately above the town (if the views were improved by clearing the
vegetation slightly lower down.

Planning
recommendations



Preserve existing open ground on the hill above Newburn



The value of the views from the raised ground (and church) towards the
central core of the battlefield should be considered in any planning
applications, even if these views are currently obscured by trees.
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CHARACTER AREA 3: VIEW 1
Location: Newburn church looking south over the
battlefield.
Viewpoint within Character Area 3 but principally
looking towards Character Area 1.
Relationship to battle: Contemporary sources show
that the Scottish forces placed some light-weight
cannon on the church tower in Newburn. The idea
of the cannon in the tower firing on the English
troops to the south of the river has caught the
imagination as a key element of the battle but it is far
more likely that the devastation of the English forts
was caused by the larger guns set in the
undergrowth along the north bank. The view from
the tower may still have been of importance in the
battle in allowing the Scots a good vantage point to
survey the fords and the English forts.
Description – historic: It is likely that at the time of the battle there would have been far fewer trees
around the church and extending down to the river. This is partly suggested by the fact that the guns
were placed in the tower but also by the 1856 OS map which shows these areas much clearer of trees
than today.
Description – current: The view of the battlefield from the church is now heavily obscured by trees,
most of which are located in the churchyard itself and consist of lime, sycamore and cherry and some of
which are located in the plot of land below. The church is accessed easily from the centre of Newburn.
The church, however, is outside the registered battlefield boundary.
Reason for selection: Despite being outside the registered battlefield this view is from a point which is
known to have played a specific part in the battle (albeit probably not a key role).
Significance of view: The view is considered to be of medium significance to our understanding of the
battle (albeit currently substantially obscured by trees). The view has the potential to provide a good
overall view of the scene of the main fighting on the south side of the river. The fact that the church is
the main built structure known to have existed at the time of the battle also enhances the significance of
the view.
Opportunities/constraints: The connection between the church and the core of the battle has now
largely been lost (at least temporarily), obscured as it is by intervening vegetation. It would be beneficial
if selected trees could be felled and a more direct view established. If access could be gained to the tower
then that would also provide a clear overall view of the battlefield.
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CHARACTER AREA 3: VIEW 2
Location: Newburn churchyard above the
church looking south over the battlefield
Viewpoint within Character Area 3 but
principally looking towards Character Area 1.
Relationship to battle: Although this area
around the church is not considered to have
played a key part in the battle it would probably
have been much more open at the time of the
battle and it may have provided clear views of
the fords and the English troops for the Scottish
troops gathering before the battle.
Description – historic: As for View 1 it is believed that this view would have been significantly more
open at the time of the battle.
Description – current: The same situation applies to View 1 i.e. no views of the battlefield are possible
due to the dense perimeter of trees which now exists. The situation is compounded by a lack of
management resulting in large impenetrable thickets of bramble.
Reason for selection: if it was less obscured this area would provide a good vantage point over the
central core of the battlefield.
Significance of view: Despite being largely obscured this view is considered to be of medium
significance to our understanding of the battlefield, particularly in terms of its potential for the overall
interpretation of it (subject to appropriate vegetation management). If the obscuring vegetation was
cleared the view would allow a general overview of the main scene of the battle on the south side of
the river. It is outside the registered battlefield.
Opportunities/constraints The connection between this area to the north of the church and the core of
the battle is currently obscured by vegetation but this could be beneficially re-established if selected
trees could be felled.

CHARACTER AREA 3: VIEW 5
Location: Off public footpath on public open
space above Church to the north-west of Manor
Grove.
Viewpoint within Character Area 3 but
principally looking towards Area 1.
Relationship to battle: This elevated position
above Newburn is likely to have been close to
the position of one of the Scottish encampments
prior to the battle.
Description – current: This viewpoint on the high ground overlooking the battlefield is a small
area of open managed amenity grassland accessed from a steep cobbled footpath running up from
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the centre of Newburn. Views are obscured at the moment by naturally regenerating elder and
hawthorn scrub with extensive patches of brambles.
Description – historic:
This is one of the possible locations on high ground where the Scottish army may have camped
before the battle. The church is a short distance away down the hill and if the scrub/vegetation in
this area was controlled the location would afford panoramic views over the battlefield.
Reason for selection: This is one of the few publicly accessible viewpoints with links to the
position of the Scottish army before the battle.
Significance of view:
The view is considered to be of medium significance in the understanding of the battle and it is now
partially obscured. It illustrates the view from close to one of the Scottish camps and if cleared of
vegetation would also provide a good overall view of the central part of the battlefield. The view is
however outside the Registered Battlefield.
Opportunities/constraints:
The scrub presently obscures the view of the battlefield but its clearance may not be an issue if
ownership permits. This would be a good location to display interpretation on the battle and
provide some seating

CHARACTER AREA 3: VIEW 8
Location: Top of access track to gas pumping
station off Newburn bridge road.
Panoramic viewpoint within Character Area 1
but looking towards Areas 3, 5, 6 and 7.
Relationship to battle: This view is from the
heart of the battlefield. It is from a point
probably close to the English upper fort and it
looks towards the Upper Ford as well as
towards the hills above Newburn and the
church (albeit obscured).
Description – historic: this view would have been significantly different at the time of the battle
without the rowing club buildings and pylons. It is likely that the church and other buildings in
Newburn would have been more visible due to the smaller number of trees which are believed to
have been present at that time. The alignment of the river was different in this area although from
the viewpoint the river is little visible anyway.
Description – current: This is one of the few arable fields on the battlefield and contains the site of
the new Tyne United rowing club and ‘landscaped’ access road. The view is now largely dominated
by the towering electricity pylons and the club buildings which now obscure part of the opposite
bank. Newburn church can just be seen emerging from a dense canopy on the right but is obscured.
Reason for selection: This would have been a key position in relation to the battle looking
northwards towards the Upper Ford from a point probably close to the English upper fort.
This viewpoint can also provide valuable panoramic views. It can serve to illustrate the route of the
retreat of the English forces southwards towards Ryton and Stella, as well as the Scottish pursuit.
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From here there are also 'flanking' views eastwards to the other English fort and across to the Lower
Ford.
Significance of view: the views from this location are considered to be of high significance in the
understanding of the events of the battle although the northward view is now partially obscured by
the new rowing club building. Although the modern alterations (rowing club) compromise the
ability of the view to fully illustrate the battle it is still possible from here to gain some
understanding of various important topographical elements. These include the relationship of the
high ground above Newburn overlooking the meadowland where the English troops were
positioned. The panoramic nature of the views from this point can illustrate something of the
sequence of events of the battle and this enhances the significance of this point.
Opportunities/constraints: The introduction of the Tyne United rowing club has interrupted views,
affected the historic context and disturbed the core of the battle making interpretation and
understanding difficult.
Further expansion of the rowing club or other development in this sensitive location would be very
likely to further compromise the understanding of the site. Burying the electric cables underground
(in routes that do not conflict with the buried archaeology) would offer the potential for enhancing
this view.

CHARACTER AREA 3: VIEW 15
Location:
View north from south bank (to east of bridge)
looking towards Newburn village.
The viewpoint is located in Character Area 1 but
it looks towards Areas 3, 9 and 13.
Relationship of view to battle: This viewpoint
would have been located close to the lower ford
and it would have been that of the English
troops waiting for the Scottish forces to cross the
river.
Description – historic: The character of the river would have been quite different prior to its
dredging and realigning in the late 19th/early 20th century. In this area the north bank (in the
foreground of the view) would have been wide and marshy or sandy. It would have been tidal and
there was a very large sandy/gravelly area to the right (where the industrial estate now is). It is
believed that there would have been fewer trees on the lower slopes of Newburn and the buildings
in the village of Newburn would have been more visible. This is believed to be the location of the
lower ford where the Scottish troops crossed the river.
Description – current:
This view looks towards the village but the buildings are largely masked by the thick bank of trees.
There is only one prominent modern building in the nearground. One of the important elements of
this view is the church tower from which the Scottish artillery fired towards the English forces. The
tower is just visible although it is largely obscured.
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Reason for inclusion: this view is on a well used public footpath and it focuses on the position of
an important element in the battle.
Significance of view: This view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
battlefield, albeit partially obscured. It focuses on a key area of the battle, where the Scottish troops
crossed the river, and is towards the church and hills above Newburn. Changes to the character of
the river have altered the view somewhat from its historic form and Newburn is substantially
masked by trees but it can still help to illustrate elements of the battle.
Opportunities/constraints:
This is close to the centre of the fighting and it would be a good location for enhanced
interpretation. Caution should be taken when considering any prominent development on the north
bank.

CHARACTER AREA 3: VIEW 16

Location: View from south bank looking north-west towards Newburn village.
Viewpoint located within Character Area 10 but looking towards 3, 9 and 13.
Relationship to battle: This view would have shown the lower ford (or Riding Ford) where the Scots
crossed the river as well as where the Scottish cannon are likely to have been located in cover on the
north bank.
Description – historic:
The lower ford would probably have been towards the west (left) edge of this view. This view has
been significantly altered by the 19th century works to realign and deepen the river. The north bank
would formerly have been a large low boggy/sandy area. It is thought that there would have been
fewer trees in the village and the buildings would have been more visible.
Description – current:
The view of the north bank from this point is largely wooded although there is a minor modern
structure in the foreground (cabins/temporary type store). This is currently the clearest view of the
church tower from the south bank although it is partly hidden by an imposing later red brick building
(the Mechanic’s Institute) immediately in front.
Reason for selection: this is particularly of value due to it being the clearest view of the church from
the south side of the river and also for being able to give an impression of where the Scottish cannon
are likely to have been located in the cover on the north bank.
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Significance of view: It is considered that this view is of medium significance in the understanding of
the battlefield and partially obscured. The view of the church from the south bank is of value because
the church is perhaps the only building known to have played any part in the battle.
Opportunities/constraints: the view would be enhanced by some clearance of trees to make the
church more visible.
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CHARACTER AREA 4
RYTON AND STELLA
Location

This is a large area on the south side of the river principally comprising the
built-up settlement of Ryton as well as the much smaller one of Stella.

This area is very largely outside the registered battlefield although it does have
an historical relationship to the events of the battle. The settlements of Ryton
and Stella did exist at the time of the battle and the English troops retreated to
these areas.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
The English troops retreated to both Ryton and Stella although their exact
battle
movements are uncertain. The same route/s may also have been used by
English troops in the opposite direction as they are believed to have attempted
to make a stand by attacking the Scottish troops after regrouping to the rear.
The area is visually largely divorced from the main centre of the battlefield by
virtue of intervening topography and the densely wooded nature of the land in
between.
Development in
Ryton is centred on an old agricultural village which has since expanded based
the 19th & 20th
on agriculture and coal mining. In the second half of the 19th century in
centuries.
particular the town grew extensively but the nucleated core built around a
small wooded triangular village green remains today. Stella, a small settlement,
sits on the eastern fringes of Ryton above Stella Road and apart from a
collection of older stone houses focussed on Stella Lane it also contains a
modern red brick housing estate of more recent date.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
The main area (Ryton) slopes up fairly gently from north to south away from
the river, rising to c.100 m above sea level just outside the area. Within the area
there is also a slightly lower summit (c.94 m above sea level) centred on High
Grove. The gradient across the area remains broadly consistent and is
shallower than that of the wooded bluffs immediately to the south. The
gradient is slightly steeper on the north side of the hill to High Grove.

Land cover:
Land use and
management
Typical elements:

In the narrower eastern part of this area (ie Stella) the ground slopes down
consistently towards the east and north so that at the NE corner, where the area
almost reaches the Tyne, the elevation is only c.9 m above sea level. At the
western end of Stella it is c.50 m above sea level.
The area is very largely made up of dense housing and 20th century
development.
The majority of the area is occupied by private housing developments. It also
includes schools, parks, shops, pubs, churches and associated church yards. At
the southern end of the area there is an industrial estate.
1.Suburban area with main character formed by inter-war and mid 20th century
semi-detached housing.
2.Largely red brick buildings with some areas of lighter brick and occasional
stone buildings
3.Small groups of older stone buildings, particularly towards the north-west
corner of the area
4.Isolated shops but without any clear distinct centre to the town
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Distinctive
elements
Communications

Triangular wooded village green now enclosed by houses

The area contains a network of roads and paths within the settlements of Ryton
and Stella. It includes the main historic east-to-west road to the south of the
river.
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
This area is of relatively low significance in terms of the battlefield. The two
settlements did exist at the time of the battle so they do contribute something to
the understanding of it but their character has greatly altered and there is
visually little connection between this area and the main battlefield on the
meadowland. The sense of separation may however help provide some
understanding of how the English troops retreated to the cover of the higher
ground (including this area).
This area is very largely outside the registered battlefield and there are no
views from it into the battlefield (or vice versa) which are considered to be of
particular significance.
Significant views: No particular views identified.
Archaeological
Little archaeological potential in relation to the battle. The actions at the time of
potential
the battle would have left little evidence and subsequent developments will
have reduced any potential.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
Relevant
The built-up area of Ryton extends to the edge of the designated battlefield but
designations and
it does not continue within it. The settlement of Stella is however partly within
forces for change: the registered area.
There is a cluster of listed buildings towards the north-western corner of Ryton
and a small number of other listed buildings close to the main east-to-west road
(including two churches). This area also straddles part of Ryton Conservation
Area and Path Head Conservation Area.

Sensitivity and
capacity for
change
Opportunities for
enhancement

Planning
recommendations

There is a housing allocation in the local plan for development on the south
side of Ryton but this is separated from the battlefield and will have no impact
on the registered area.
This area has a high capacity for accommodating change without seeing
meaningful impacts on the significance of the battlefield. The area is already
built up and there are no parts which would be particularly sensitive to
development in relation to the battlefield.
There would appear to be few opportunities in this character area for enhancing
the significance of the battlefield, at least within the planning system. Outside it
there would be the possibility of organising self-guided walks which include
sections in this character area.
This area has a high capacity to accommodate change and thus there are no
particular issues with regard to the battlefield that planning would need to
address.
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CHARACTER AREA 4: VIEW 11
Location: View from lower or northern end of
Stella Lane.
The viewpoint is within Character Area 4 but it
looks towards Area 8.
Relationship of view to battle: Stella Lane has
been referenced in accounts of the battle as one
of the routes taken by the retreating English
troops.
Description – historic: The route of Stella Lane, from Hexham Old Road down into Stella itself, is
historic and presumably the line it took at the time of the battle is broadly the same as that which it
has today. Parts of the view will have altered such as the road surface and pavement but some of
the stone walls are clearly historic.
Description – current:
A sunken walled lane in good condition which is passable throughout its length by pedestrians
(only the lower section is vehicular access permitted).
Reason for selection: the view illustrates a distinct aspect of the battle: the English retreat.
Significance of view: the view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
battlefield. The route illustrates an element of the battle (the retreat). The line of the lane is
historical and some of the walls are historical.
Opportunities/constraints: The route could be included on a self-guided walk of the battlefield
although it would probably not be well suited to an interpretation panel.
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CHARACTER AREA 5:
WOODED SLOPES TO NORTH OF RYTON
Location

This is an east-to-west strip of land on the south side of the river, between the
low-lying meadowland and the elevated settlements of Stella and Ryton. The
mainline east-to-west railway runs along the northern edge of much of this
area.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
The English troops would have passed through these areas while retreating
battle
towards Stella and Ryton. The area has probably changed relatively little since
the battle so it is able to give a good impression of one particular aspect of it.
Development in
The woodland is shown on the first edition OS map although it appears to
the 19th & 20th
have been lighter and less extensive in the mid 19th century than it is today.
centuries.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
Character Area 5 comprises steeply sloping land (a bluff or a river cliff)
running down to the flat meadowland on the southern side of the river. There
is an irregular line to the top of the bluff with small ‘headlands’. The northern
edge of the area (ie the railway line) is largely at c.8 - 10 m above sea level
while the southern edge rises to c.60 m above sea level (towards the north-east
corner of Ryton). The bluffs towards the north-west corner of Ryton rise to c.50
m above sea level. The bluffs are less distinct towards the eastern end of the
registered battlefield (ie around Stella); here the ground is less steep and the
ground does not rise to the same height.
Land cover:
Extensive mature secondary woodland providing a continuous canopy cover
stretching the whole length of the battlefield. The canopy species include oak,
ash, beech, birch and sycamore found in abundance with occasional conifers
such as Scot’s pine and Larch. Understorey species consist of hazel, elder and
hawthorn.
Land use and
This area largely comprises unmanaged mature, secondary woodland and
management
areas of pasture.
Typical elements: Broadleaved mature woodland consisting of species such as oak, ash, beech,
birch and sycamore with scots pine and understorey of hazel, elder and
hawthorn.
Narrow high sided paths cut through woodland
Railway
Distinctive
SSSI for woodland and wetland
elements
Communications
The main east-to-west railway line forms part of the northern boundary of this
area and another part of the boundary is formed by the main historic east-towest road (Stella Road) south of the river. There are no significant roads which
actually pass through the woodland but there are several paths up the banks,
including some which may have been in use at the time of the battle. These
include a footpath up Holburn Dean and another one further to the west.
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
This area has a medium historical associative and illustrative value related to
the battlefield through the fact that it is known to have been the scene of some
of the events of the battle (ie the English retreat). This value is increased by the
fact that its character has probably altered relatively little since the time of the
battle.
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There are many places in this character area where it is not possible to see
intrusive modern elements such as pylons and new buildings. The routes up
the bank, through the woodland are particularly important to anyone
exploring the battlefield.
It also has a medium aesthetic value.
Significant views: The views in this area are mainly enclosed by the tree cover and comprise
relatively short sightlines along the routes up the bank.
View 10 looking up the slope (‘high significance’) (detailed further below)
Archaeological
Low potential. The passage of English troops through this area would
potential
probably have left little evidence.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
This area is largely within the registered battlefield although there are two
Relevant
pieces of land just to the north-east of Ryton which are outside it.
designations and
forces for change: The western part of this area is designated as a local nature reserve and a
similar (but smaller) area towards the bottom of the slopes is part of the Ryton
Willows SSSI. Part of the western end of this Character Area is also included
in the Ryton Conservation Area.
Most of this area is unlikely to hold much potential for development due to
the sloped topography and woodland cover. The one piece of land that does
appear to have a slightly higher long-term potential for development is the
area outside the registered battlefield boundary (at NE corner of Ryton).
Although this land is heavily wooded it has a much shallower slope than the
area to the north and it is adjacent to Ryton. This area is not allocated for
housing in the Local Plan so there is little likelihood of it being developed in
the short term but in the longer term it is possible that Ryton could extend
here.
Sensitivity and
This area generally has a low capacity to accommodate change without
capacity for
impacting on its heritage significance. The area is relatively little altered from
change
its historic character and any modern development could impact on this.
Although the area has a high sensitivity, the steep slopes and general
topography mean that most of the area is unlikely to see development.
Generally Ryton (and to a lesser extent Stella) has already extended
northwards up to the main edge of the slope. One exception to this is a piece
of land towards the north-east corner of Ryton which has a shallower gradient
and which has not been built upon.

Opportunities for
enhancement

Planning
recommendations

The whole of this area is within the registered battlefield area and thus, if the
planning policies relating to this adhered to it should be adequately protected
from inappropriate development.
There would appear to be few opportunities for enhancing the significance of
the battlefield within this area through the planning system. The main
opportunities would appear to lie in enhancing interpretation or arranging
self-guided walking trails along the tracks in the area.
Preserve current wooded character.
There is little scope for significant development in this area.
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CHARACTER AREA 5: VIEW 10
Location:
At the bottom of Holburn Dene after crossing
the railway.
Both the view and the viewpoint are in
Character Area 5
Relationship to battle: This lane has been
referred to in accounts of the battle as being one
of the significant routes for the retreating
English army
Description – historic:
Holburn Dene is believed to be historic and the route through it is clearly shown on the 1856 OS
map similar to that which survives today. It is likely that the route existed at the time of the battle
and the accounts of English troops retreating through woodland point towards this area. Despite
the minor modern elements (telegraph poles, signs etc) the character of the woodland has probably
not changed greatly and the view reflects this.
Description – current: This view is from the lower end of a narrow but well surfaced sunken lane
that cuts up the wooded slopes through dense mature broadleaved secondary woodland. There are
some modern elements such as the tarmacked surface and signposts, as well as the railway line
which is immediately behind the viewpoint, but the overall character is one of historic woodland.
Reason for selection: This view helps to illustrate an important element of the battle: the English
retreat.
Significance of view: The view is considered to be of high significance for its ability to illustrate one
particular element of the battle (ie the retreat). It remains relatively close to its historic character and
it is easy to imagine the troops retreating up the track.
Opportunities/constraints: The railway is the principal constraint here but the pedestrian level
crossing has good sightlines. The signs are unsightly and there is no interpretation. The woodland
does not appear to be managed at the present time. Any self-guided walk around the battlefield
should pass along this route.
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CHARACTER AREA 6
HALLOW HILL AND RYE HILL
Location

Located at the northern part of the registered battlefield and comprises Hallow
Hill and Rye Hill with Newburn Grange between.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
These hills were among the main places where the Scottish troops gathered
battle
prior to the battle and from where the Scottish commanders would have
surveyed the English troops on the meadow below. This elevated position
gave the Scots a key advantage and it therefore had an importance in the
build-up to the battle. This area retains much of its rural character and may
have changed little since the time of the battle.
Development in
The area has probably changed relatively little from its historic form. The first
the 19th & 20th
edition OS map shows the hills with enclosed fields and Newburn Grange
centuries.
between.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
This area comprises two distinct hills (Hallow Hill and Rye Hill) each of which
rises sharply from the river northwards. The highest point on Hallow Hill is
c.50 m above sea level while the southern edge is c.5 m above sea level (at its
lowest). Rye Hill rises to c.45 m above sea level.
Land cover:
These hills are not wooded and are managed as a mixture of equine pasture,
with gallops and livestock pasture. Thick hedgerows abound.
At the base of Hallow Hill, between it and the riverside park, is another area
of grassland/scrub.
Land use and
The area is almost entirely surveyed enclosure fields (pasture/unmanaged
management
grassland), together with the farmstead (Newburn Grange). They are
managed as a mixture of equine pasture, with gallops and livestock pasture.
Typical elements: 1. Small fields of pasture
2. Thick hedgerows linked to farmsteads
3. Good views of river floodplain below
4. Generally free of settlement
Distinctive
Historical farmstead (Newburn Grange)
elements
Communications
This area is largely private land but there is a public track (Fosse Law) which
extends northwards between the two main hills and past Newburn Grange.
Between the base of Hallow Hill and the further area of grassland is a track
which was formerly a colliery tramway.
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
The two hills in this area were among the main locations where the Scottish
troops gathered prior to the battle and its open nature remains a key, easily
understood element of the registered area.
Thus the area has a high historical associative value and some evidential value
(both through the archaeological potential and the potential to study the
battlefield through the landscape). The fact that the area remains very largely
undeveloped increases its heritage significance in relation to the battlefield.

Significant views:

The area also has a medium aesthetic value.
View No.7 – from the hill looking south (‘low significance’)
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View No.17 – from Newburn Grange looking south (‘low significance’)
The hills are also an important backdrop in various views from the areas south
of the river looking northwards. These include views 8 and 9.
Views detailed further below.
There are a number of significant distant views from this area towards the
river and the meadowlands on the south bank where the main action took
place. These illustrate the view that the Scottish troops had of the English
positions prior to the start of the battle. However, these views from the tops of
the hills are on private land and thus have not been fully assessed in this
study. They are still of value because the land may one day become publicly
accessible (eg if it is developed).
Archaeological
This area is considered to have a moderate archaeological potential. The
potential
Scottish positions here are likely to have been well out of the range of the
English muskets and to have left relatively little trace although the fact that the
area remains undeveloped increases the potential.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
Relevant
The area is entirely within the registered battlefield and the lower slopes of
designations and
Hallow Hill are a SSSI.
forces for change: Outline planning permission has been granted for a housing development
immediately to the north of this area (outside the registered battlefield) so
further piecemeal/encroachment development into the battlefield is possible in
the future, although the area is designated green belt.
Sensitivity and
This area generally has a high sensitivity and a low capacity to accommodate
capacity for
change without impacting on its heritage significance in relation to the
change
battlefield. It has not seen any meaningful modern development and it
remains close to its historic form at the time of the battle. The south facing
slopes towards the main focus of the battlefield would be particularly
sensitive. The north facing slopes of the hills have less of a visual relationship
with the main battlefield and these areas are considered to have a moderate
sensitivity and capacity for change.

Opportunities for
enhancement
Planning
recommendations

The area is afforded some planning protection by the lower slopes being a SSSI
and the entire character area lies within the registered battlefield.
Enable public access to the summits of the two hills which are likely to have
clear views over the core of the battlefield.
 Ensure that the summit and southern slopes of these hills which are
visible from the core of the battlefield remain free from intrusive
development


Ensure that any development does not block existing views from the hills
to the core of the battlefield



New developments should safeguard views from the track by Newburn
Grange and not compromise the essentially green character of the hills.



Preserve the views identified.
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CHARACTER AREA 6: VIEW 6
Location: View looking south from the end
of Fosse Law Road cul de sac.
It is outside the registered battlefield but
looks towards Character Area 6.
Relationship to battle: This is close to one
of the probable locations of the Scottish
encampments prior to the battle.
Description – historic: Although there has been much development in the surrounding
areas, Hallow Hill and Rye Hill remain clear and probably close to their historic form.
Description – current: Open fields of livestock and equine pasture with woodland
associated with the continuation of Fosse Law which is a public footpath. The wooded
ridge in the background is the Stella / Ryton ridge. All this land is privately owned and
this is the best publicly accessible viewpoint.
Outline planning permission has recently been granted for a new development on this site
(ie within this field) for 72 residences. If/when this development goes ahead this view will
be entirely lost.
Reason for selection: this provides a general view of the areas of high ground where the
Scottish troops camped. It is a representative view because much of this land (Hallow Hill
and Rye Hill) is on private land and inaccessible.
Significance of view:
This view is considered to be of low significance to the understanding of the battlefield. It
does provide an impression of the hills on which the Scots camped but there are not clear,
direct views to the core of the battlefield where the main events took place.
Opportunities/constraints:
One of the few easily accessible locations from where an impression of the Scottish army
position can be appreciated although views of the main battlefield itself are obscured. The
foreground field (which is outside the registered battlefield boundary) is also the area of
the Throckley housing allocation (permission recently granted) so this view will become
obscured.
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CHARACTER AREA 6: VIEW 7
Location: On public open space below Hallow
Drive. At uppermost corner of registered
battlefield.
Viewpoint within Character Area 6.
Relationship to battle: The view is primarily of
Hallow Hill, one of the probable areas where
the Scottish troops encamped prior to the battle.

Description – historic: Although much of the surrounding land has been subsequently developed
Hallow Hill remains open and probably broadly similar to the form it would have had in the 1640s.
Description – current: Open fields grazed by livestock with the wooded Stella Ryton ridge in the
background. This view is a niche view through a gap in the boundary hedge
Reason for selection: The view can help illustrate the hills on which the Scottish troops camped
prior to the battle. It has a representative value as these hills are private and not publicly accessible.
Significance of view: This view is considered to be of low significance as regards an understanding
of the battlefield. It does help illustrate the nature of Hallow Hill, where some of the Scottish troops
are believed to have encamped, and it is possible to see the wooded Stella/Ryton ridge in the
background but the view does not have a direct visual link to the main site of the battle on the
meadows.
Opportunities/constraints:
Another similar location to View 6 but without the threat of housing

CHARACTER AREA 6: VIEW 17
Location: View from a public right of way,
adjacent to Newburn Grange looking south
towards the Ryton/Stella hills.
Viewpoint located in Character Area 6 and
looking towards Areas 2, 4,5.
Relationship to battle: This would have been
just below Rye Hill and Hallow Hill so would
have been close to where the Scottish troops
camped before the battle. Some may have
passed this way when moving down towards
the upper ford.
Description – historic:
At the time of the battle this view would have been considerably different in a number of ways.
Most obviously the modern buildings, pylons and substation would not have existed but also in the
1640s the river, which is now somewhat distant, would have been much closer (with a wide semi-
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tidal bank). The wooded areas on the distant slopes beneath Ryton and Stella would probably have
been similar to today.
Description – current: This view is from a public right of way close to Newburn Grange (between
Hallow Hill and Rye Hill). The river is visible and the there is a good view of the wooded banks to
the south of the river. Part of the meadow (Parson’s Haugh/Ryton Willows) is also clearly visible.
Reason for selection: This provides a relatively clear view of the battlefield from an elevated
position.
It is included partly for its illustrative value because the similar (but more raised) views from Rye
Hill and Hallow Hill are not currently publicly accessible.
Significance of view:
This view is considered to be of low significance in the understanding of the battlefield. Although
the view has been altered and compromised by modern buildings and the pylons it possible to gain
a good sense of the landscape and topography from here.
Opportunities/constraints:
Although this is on a public right of way it is probably not particularly well used and it is not well
suited to an interpretation panel
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CHARACTER AREA 7
NORTH BANK OF TYNE TO WEST OF NEWBURN VILLAGE
Location

This area lies on the north bank of the river west of Newburn. It includes the
Tyneside Riverside Country Park, leisure centre and associated leisure
facilities.
This is a largely open, publicly accessible area with well used footpaths
(including a section of a national trail) and a memorial to the Battle of
Newburn Ford.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
Most of this area was peripheral to the events of the main battle. Indeed, at the
battle
time of the battle a large part of the eastern half was then an intertidal zone of
the Tyne. Some Scottish troops would have passed through this area on their
approach to the Upper Ford but there was no fighting here and the 19 thcentury realignment of the river means that the area’s character has been
much altered.
Development in
The OS maps of 1856 and 1895 both show that the eastern half of this area was
the 19th & 20th
an inter-tidal zone called Newburn Sands with shoals and small islands in the
centuries.
vicinity. The map of 1914 shows that by this date the river had been dredged
and re-aligned although the area is still labelled Newburn Sands.
This also incorporates the sandstone Newburn Pumping Station which was
constructed in the 1850s and which has now been converted to a new use
(public house).
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
This is a relatively flat area and the eastern half has been ‘reclaimed’ from the
river in the 19th century by dredging works. The area appears to be entirely
between 4 m and 8 m above sea level and dips slightly towards the north,
away from the raised river embankment.
Land cover:
The area consists of expansive areas of regularly mown grassland, playing
fields, new tree planting and large areas of unmanaged grassland.
Land use and
The west half (ie the Tyne Riverside Country Park) is well used by the
management
community for dog walking, exercise and informal leisure activities. The
eastern part of the area is used for more formal leisure activities on the sports
pitches and in the leisure centre.
At the eastern corner there is an enclosed compound/facility believed to be
part of the water works/pumping station and surrounding this is unmanaged
grassland. To the east is the Tyne Amateur Rowing Club.
Typical elements: 1. Grassland managed for formal and informal recreation
2. Network of formal and informal parks
3. Pockets of small woodland
4. Extensive recent tree plantations
5. Municipal and Community buildings
6. Rowing Club
Distinctive
1. Big Lamp Brewery and Keelman public house
elements
2. Extensive public access with good views of river and battlefield
Communications
A riverside footpath extends along the southern edge of this area linking to
other footpaths through the Tyneside Riverside County Park. Minor roads
extend along the northern edge of the area.
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
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Significance

This area has a medium historical associative value due to the general
association of the area with the battlefield and a medium aesthetic value,
partly due to the views along the river (View 14) and across the river to Ryton
Willows (View 13). The area also has a medium historical illustrative value as
here both sides of the river remain relatively undeveloped and it is possible to
gain a better impression of the battlefield than further east where there has
been more extensive modern development.
Significant views: View 13 – southwards from this area (‘medium significance’)
View 14 – south-eastwards from this area (‘high significance’).
Views 8 and 9 (both high significance) also look towards this area.
Views detailed further below.
Archaeological
In general there is little archaeological potential due to the fact that much of
potential
this area was reclaimed when the river was re-aligned. However, there could
be localised pockets where archaeological remains do survive. The potential
for these is greatest towards the eastern end of the area, close to one of the
fording points, and towards the northern edge of this area which appears to
have been just north of the original line of the Tyne. These areas are
considered to have a high archaeological potential.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
Relevant
This area is entirely within the registered battlefield. The only other statutory
designations and
designated heritage asset within this area is the Grade II listed Keelman pub.
forces for change: There are some non-statutory biodiversity designations. Much of this area is a
country park and development in these areas is unlikely. There is a greater
possibility of change towards the eastern end in the area which includes the
water works plant and the rowing club.
Sensitivity and
This area generally has a high sensitivity and a low capacity to accommodate
capacity for
change without causing harm to the heritage of the battlefield.
change
The sensitivity of the area in relation to the battlefield increases further to the
east as this was close to some of the principal action of the battle (ie the Scots
fording the river and then the battle on the south bank). Although this
character area is entirely within the registered battlefield the western end is
some distance from where the main events of the battle took place and this
part of the area is considered to be of moderate sensitivity and capacity for
change.
Opportunities for This area offers a number of opportunities for the enhancement of the
enhancement
battlefield including attempts to improve the connections between the town
(Character Area 3) and the lower lying area towards the river (Area 7). The
town was divided from the river and the low-lying land by the railway which
formerly skirted beneath it but that has now gone and the connections could
be enhanced. Visual links could be improved by the removal of a bank of trees
between Grange Road and the river. The low-lying land towards the eastern
‘throat’ of Character Area 7 is a key area in the battle (the fording point for the
Scottish troops) and this would be a perfect location for a public park or other
publicly accessible ‘green’ amenity with interpretation relating to the battle.
There may be a future opportunity to relocate the boat club buildings to a less
sensitive location (probably further west).
Planning
Planning guidance in relation to the battlefield should be robustly
recommendations implemented to protect the significance of the site. The eastern part of this area
is particularly sensitive and further inappropriate development should be
resisted. Undeveloped areas should remain open. The sports pitches
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associated with the leisure centre further to the west show that some
developments can have a relatively low impact.
Proposals should be encouraged to improve visual and access links between
the town and this area by the rivers.
Preserve relevant views (No.s 8, 9, 13, 14).

CHARACTER AREA 7: VIEW 8
Location: Top of access track to gas pumping
station off Newburn bridge road.
Panoramic viewpoint within Character Area 1
but looking towards Areas 3, 5, 6 and 7.
Relationship to battle: This view is from the
heart of the battlefield. It is from a point
probably close to the English upper fort and it
looks towards the Upper Ford as well as
towards the hills above Newburn and the
church (albeit obscured).
Description – historic: this view would have been significantly different at the time of the battle
without the rowing club buildings and pylons. It is likely that the church and other buildings in
Newburn would have been more visible due to the smaller number of trees which are believed to
have been present at that time. The alignment of the river was different in this area although from
the viewpoint the river is little visible anyway.
Description – current: This is one of the few arable fields on the battlefield and contains the site of
the new Tyne United rowing club and ‘landscaped’ access road. The view is now largely dominated
by the towering electricity pylons and the club buildings which now obscure part of the opposite
bank. Newburn church can just be seen emerging from a dense canopy on the right but is obscured.
Reason for selection: This would have been a key position in relation to the battle looking
northwards towards the Upper Ford from a point probably close to the English upper fort.
This viewpoint can also provide valuable panoramic views. It can serve to illustrate the route of the
retreat of the English forces southwards towards Ryton and Stella, as well as the Scottish pursuit.
From here there are also 'flanking' views eastwards to the other English fort and across to the Lower
Ford.
Significance of view: the views from this location are considered to be of high significance in the
understanding of the events of the battle although the northward view is now partially obscured by
the new rowing club building. Although the modern alterations (rowing club) compromise the
ability of the view to fully illustrate the battle it is still possible from here to gain some
understanding of various important topographical elements. These include the relationship of the
high ground above Newburn overlooking the meadowland where the English troops were
positioned. The panoramic nature of the views from this point can illustrate something of the
sequence of events of the battle and this enhances the significance of this point.
Opportunities/constraints: The introduction of the Tyne United rowing club has interrupted views,
affected the historic context and disturbed the core of the battle making interpretation and
understanding difficult.
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Further expansion of the rowing club or other development in this sensitive location would be very
likely to further compromise the understanding of the site. Burying the electric cables underground
(in routes that do not conflict with the buried archaeology) would offer the potential for enhancing
this view.

CHARACTER AREA 7: VIEW 9
Location: On the footpath that crosses Parson’s
Haugh.
Viewpoint within Character Area 2 but
principally looking towards Areas 1, 3, 5, 6, 7
Relationship to battle: This view principally
looks towards where the Scottish troops would
have crossed the river at the upper ford. It may
also show the location of the English upper fort
although its exact location is uncertain. The
panoramic nature of the views from this point
also look towards the hills north of the river
where the Scottish troops gathered and
southwards towards where the English troops
retreated.
Description – historic: this view would have been significantly different at the time of the battle
without the rowing club buildings and pylons. It is likely that the church and other buildings in
Newburn would have been more visible due to the smaller number of trees which are believed to
have been present at that time. The alignment of the river was quite different in this area although
from the viewpoint the river is little visible anyway.
Description – current: The main north-eastwards view, which is now across an arable field, is
somewhat dominated by the new Tyne United rowing club buildings and towering electricity
pylons. The rowing club buildings are emphasised by their stark white colour, modern materials
and the lack of any kind of softening.
Reason for selection: this view is from a public footpath and across the key central area of the
battlefield. It can also help illustrate the sequence of the events of the battle through the views
towards the hills north of the river, the upper ford, the upper fort and the hills to where the English
troops would have retreated.
Significance of view: the view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
events of the battle, although it is now partially obscured. Although modern alterations affect the
ability of the view to illustrate the battlefield it is still possible from here to gain some
understanding of various important topographical elements. These include the relationship of the
high ground above Newburn overlooking the meadowland where the English troops were
positioned
Opportunities/constraints This footpath is not a major route and there is limited potential for
interpretation. The addition of a thick band of trees to the rear of the rowing club building would
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soften the new buildings and reduce their dominance in the landscape although this could further
obscure other valuable elements of the view (or other views).

CHARACTER AREA 7: VIEW 13

Location: View south from north bank of Tyne towards Ryton Willows and Parson’s Haugh.
The viewpoint is within Character Area 7 but the view looks towards Areas 1, 2, 5 and 9.
Relationship to battle: Ryton Willows and Parson’s Haugh are within the registered battlefield but
most of this area was just outside the core area where the main fighting is believed to have taken
place. The area was a short distance to the west of the fords and the English forts. Some of the English
troops may have massed here (assuming it was not boggy) and some of the fighting is likely to have
extended here.
Description – historic: At the time of the battle this view would have been very different to today in
a number of ways. Firstly, the point where the view is from would probably have been in the middle
of the river prior to the dredging and realignment of this stretch in the early 20 th century. The
character of the river would then have been one of a much less regular channel with shoals, islands
and wide banks. The wooded slopes towards the rear of the view would have been similar to today,
as would have been the low-lying, undeveloped meadow (albeit without fences/path etc).
Description – current: This view across the Tyne shows the low-lying meadowland with the gently
rising hills behind. Although there are electricity pylons crossing the area they are slightly less
intrusive than in the comparable view further to the west. The area is relatively undeveloped. The
area retains more of its historical character than others although the 19th-century works to the river
would have significantly altered the view.
Reason for selection: Although this view primarily focuses on a somewhat peripheral part of the
battlefield it is less compromised by modern elements and is therefore better able to convey
something of the historic character of the area than other more central views. In addition this
viewpoint also offers a panoramic view stretching eastwards towards the location of the English forts
on the meadowland.
Significance of view: the view is considered to be of medium significance in the understanding of the
battlefield. It is in a prominent, well-used location, it can convey something of the historic character of
the battlefield and it offers flanking views towards the location of the English forts.
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Opportunities/constraints: The view is from a well-used public area and Keelman Way footpath
which increases the potential for interpretation. Although this view did not focus on the core of the
fighting this area does offer a relatively good impression of the historic form of the local landscape.
Much of the area is a nature reserve and is thus offered some protection from development.
Consider adding interpretation in this area. Burying electric cables underground (in routes that do not
conflict with the buried archaeology) would be preferable.

CHARACTER AREA 7: VIEW 14
Location: View from north bank of the river
looking south-east along river and towards
centre of battlefield.
The viewpoint is located in Character Area 7
but it principally looks towards Areas 1, 2 and
9
Relationship to battle: Historically this view
would have overlooked the main scene of the
battle (albeit somewhat distant).
Description – historic: Prior to the river improvements this view would not have been possible
because it would probably have been from a point in the river. At the time of the battle the river
would have had the character of a natural, irregular channel with shoals, small islands and wide
banks. The westernmost fording point would have been visible in the view
Description – current: This view shows a long stretch of the river together with low-lying
meadowland on the south bank in front of the hills to the rear. The various modern buildings in the
view are relatively low and unobtrusive although the pylons do have a greater impact. The wooded
banks to the rear of the view form an important backdrop. The character of the river has changed
considerably from its historic form by the dredging and realignment in the late 19 th/early 20th
century.
Reason for selection: this is a sweeping view from a well-used public footpath and it includes a
number of topographical features which played a role in the battle. It can illustrate something of the
dynamics of the battle, particularly the Scottish troops fording the river to engage the English
troops.
Significance of view: this view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
battlefield. Although it is slightly distant from the scene of the main fighting it is a good point from
which to illustrate the battle. The flanking view allows the observer to pan across the scene and
imagine the Scottish troops fording the river before moving onto the meadowland on the south
bank. The modern features (pylons and modern buildings) are less intrusive in this view than in
views from closer to the centre of the fighting.
Opportunities/constraints: This is a highly prominent view, from a well used public area and
footpath. It is possible to gain some sense of the topography of the battlefield (massed troops on
either side of the river). The existing interpretation panels in this area could be enhanced.
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CHARACTER AREA 8
SOUTHERN CORNER OF REGISTERED BATTLEFIELD
Location

This area is at the south-eastern corner of the Registered Battlefield and is very
largely made up of surveyed enclosure fields.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
This raised area may have been where the English troops retreated prior to
battle
regrouping although this is uncertain.
Development in
This area is largely shown as fields on the first edition OS map of 1856
th
th
the 19 & 20
although the eastern corner was within the parkland of Stella Hall. The map
centuries.
also shows a route which no longer exists from Hexham Old Road to
Hedgefield House. There are no significant buildings within this area.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
The ground rises fairly gently towards the south and west with something of a
plateau within the eastern half. The gradient is generally shallower than that
of the sharp bluffs to the north which lead down to the meadowland, although
at the eastern end of the area there are steeper slopes down towards the Path
Head Brook.
The lowest point is towards the north-eastern corner (c.23 m above sea level)
while the highest point is towards the south-western corner (c.67 m above sea
level). The south-eastern and north-western corners are at a similar height to
each other (c.50 m above sea level).
Land cover:
This farmland is a mixture of pasture and arable with wooded strips running
up from the valley floor. At the eastern end is a distinct area of thick
unmanaged woodland.
Land use and
The central section of this area is arable (wheat/barley) farmland. The rest of
management
the area is made up of patches of woodland/scrub and pasture/unmanaged
grassland.
Typical elements: 1. Gently sloping irregularly shaped fields of pasture and arable with hedges
2. Mature woodland
3. Recently planted woodland
4. Distant views of northern slopes of River Tyne valley
Distinctive
Historical, narrow, sunken lanes eg Hexham Old Road, Stella Lane
elements
Communications
The southern edge of this area is bordered by Hexham Old Road. Stella Lane
connects with Hexham Old Road and extends through the area (NE-SW).
These are each minor, narrow roads.
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
This area contributes to the overall landscape of the battlefield and therefore
shares in the overall evidential value of the site through the potential for
future study and investigation. This character area has an illustrative value as
it helps to illustrate the type of area where the English troops retreated to (it
may not necessarily have been here specifically) and it is the one surviving
large area of undeveloped high ground within the battlefield to the south of
the river. The roads (Hexham Old Road and Stella Lane) are each historic
routes which are believed to have been in use at the time of the battle and
therefore may also have an associative value.
The area is quite detached from the meadowland but this may assist in gaining
a sense of the English rear positions.
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Significant views

Archaeological
potential

Relevant
designations and
forces for change:

View No.12 – looking north along Stella Lane (‘high significance’). (Detailed
further below)
There are views towards the raised ground on the north side of the river but
not significant views over the central core of the battlefield (at least not from
publicly accessible areas). The one particular view identified in this study is
along Stella Lane which it is believed may have been used by the retreating
English troops.
There is little archaeological potential in this area in relation to the battle. The
re-grouping of the English troops would probably have left little trace
although the fact that the area has remained undeveloped means that there
could be some localised surviving remains.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
This area is entirely within the registered battlefield and part of it is within the
Path Head Conservation Area. There are no other statutory designations
within it.
The character of this area is likely to change as an extensive area of new trees
has been planted in one field adjacent to Stella Lane by Gateshead Council. In
the area immediately to the south there has been a very large open-cast quarry
so when this is re-landscaped it could have an impact on the character of the
adjacent area within the battlefield (although the quarry is generally very well
hidden from the road).

Sensitivity and
capacity for
change

Opportunities for
enhancement
Planning
recommendations

This area has a moderate sensitivity and capacity to accommodate change. It
does not have a strong visual relationship with the core of the battlefield or
significant views across it but it is the one surviving open area on raised
ground within the registered battlefield to the south of the river. It is likely to
have been the scene of known events (the re-grouping of the English troops)
and thus new developments in this area could diminish its
character/significance.
There may be an opportunity to allow public access to this area at some point
in the future (eg through an appropriate development).
The planning authority should resist developments which would diminish the
currently open nature of this area. The historic routes through it should be
retained.
Preserve view 12 (high significance)
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CHARACTER AREA 8: VIEW 12
Location:
Stella lane –top or southern end.
Viewpoint is within Character Area 8 but the
view is looking towards Area 4.
Relationship to battle: Stella Lane has been
referenced in accounts of the battle as one of the
routes taken by the retreating English troops.
Description – historic: This route is historic and the character of the hedges etc may not have
altered greatly from the time of the battle. The view is more open than the wooded view through
Holburn Dene (View 10) and modern elements such as pylons are visible.
Description – current:
The upper part of Stella Lane is a tarmacked pedestrian route with hedges to each side.
Reason for selection: The view helps illustrate a particular element of the battle (the retreat)
Significance of view: This view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
events of the battle. Stella Lane is one of the few intact specific features of the battle that can still be
referenced and traced although modern elements such as the pylons slightly compromise the ability
of the view to illustrate the battle.
Opportunities/constraints:
Hedgerow management needs to be improved if this lane is not to become overgrown. Burying the
electricity pylons would enhance this view by removing modern elements.

CHARACTER AREA 4: VIEW 11
Location: View from lower or northern end of
Stella Lane.
The viewpoint is within Character Area 4 but it
looks towards Area 8.
Relationship of view to battle: Stella Lane has
been referenced in accounts of the battle as one
of the routes taken by the retreating English
troops.
Description – historic: The route of Stella Lane, from Hexham Old Road down into Stella itself, is
historic and presumably the line it took at the time of the battle is broadly the same as that which it
has today. Parts of the view will have altered such as the road surface and pavement but some of
the stone walls are clearly historic.
Description – current:
A sunken walled lane in good condition which is passable throughout its length by pedestrians
(only the lower section is vehicular access permitted).
Reason for selection: the view illustrates a distinct aspect of the battle: the English retreat.
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Significance of view: the view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
battlefield. The route illustrates an element of the battle (the retreat). The line of the lane is
historical and some of the walls are historical.
Opportunities/constraints: The route could be included on a self-guided walk of the battlefield
although it would probably not be well suited to an interpretation panel.
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CHARACTER AREA 9
RIVER TYNE THROUGH REGISTERED BATTLEFIELD
Location
The River Tyne passes through the registered battlefield broadly NW to SE.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
Crossing the river was the main aim of the Scottish forces during the Battle of
battle and
Newburn Ford and thus the Tyne is clearly one of the key topographical
archaeological
features relating to the battle. Although its alignment and character have been
potential
considerably altered since the battle it remains fundamental to any
understanding of it. It now has very little archaeological potential due to the
dredging and realignment works.
Development in
The first edition OS map of 1856 shows the Tyne with its historical alignment
th
th
the 19 & 20
prior to subsequent dredging and straightening. In this area the river is tidal
centuries.
and in the mid 19th century there were large sandy semi-tidal areas along the
banks (Stanners etc) as well as various low-lying islands in the river. The
banks were irregular and in places wide. The OS map of 1895 shows the newly
built Newburn Bridge close to one of the old fords and this also marks the
western end point of the realigned river. To the east of the bridge the widened
river is shown on the map with a regular alignment without any shoals or
small islands. To the west of the bridge the river in 1895 remained close to its
previous form but the next map of 1914 shows that this section had also been
dredged and straightened.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
This section of the River Tyne is a relatively flat, smooth channel. Late 19th and
early 20th century improvements have straightened its course and removed
shoals and other obstructions.
Land cover:
The river is tidal at this point and therefore there are shallow banks to each
side which are sometimes covered with water and sometimes exposed. These
inter-tidal banks are largely muddy but in some areas where access to the river
is required they are covered by concrete slipways.
Land use and
Waterway.
management
Typical elements: Regular channel with the character of a wide canal
Shallow, regular banks with footpaths alongside
Distinctive
elements
Communications

Significance

Significant views:

Newburn bridge
The river itself is the main communication artery in this area. The only bridge
crossing the river is the Newburn Bridge constructed in 1893. There are
riverside footpaths extending on both sides of the Tyne in the western half of
the area but in the eastern half there is only a footpath on the southern bank.
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
The river is of course a key topographical feature in the registered battlefield
and it has an important evidential value, historical associative value, historical
illustrative value, aesthetic value and communal value. This is despite the fact
that its alignment and character have been significantly altered since the time
of the battle.
The river is a key element in a number of views of the battlefield. These
include distant views (eg View 17) and various views from the river banks
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(Views 3, 4, 13, 14, 15, 16). There will also be important views from boats using
the river.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
Within registered battlefield. Riverside developments have the potential to
Relevant
alter its character.
designations and
forces for change:
Sensitivity and
capacity for
change
Opportunities:

Planning
recommendations

The river has a moderate capacity to accommodate change. The character of
the river has already significantly altered since the battle with the removal of
shoals and intertidal zones along the banks so the current banks could see
further moderate levels of alteration (eg new spillways etc).
One of the main opportunities for enhancement that directly relates to the
Tyne would be to extend the riverside trail along the north side of the river,
along the southern edge of the industrial estate.
Ensure that existing views of the river are retained and explore opportunities
for extending the riverside trail along the northern bank to the east of the
bridge. The intertidal zone of the river is subject to both terrestrial and marine
planning regimes. The forthcoming Marine Plan will cover the river, and
other regulations will cover activities within the river.

CHARACTER AREA 9: VIEW 3
Location: Access track to the Tyne Rowing Club
on north side of the Tyne.
Viewpoint within Character Area 7 but
principally looking towards Areas 1, 2 and 9.
Relationship to battle: The view is from a point
approximately where the Scottish army waited
before crossing the river at the upper fording
point when tidal conditions favoured a crossing.
The view shows the location of the former
upper ford.
Description – historic: The character of the river in this area would have been very different in
1640, prior to its realignment and dredging in the late 19th and early 20th century. The character of
the river would have been closer to that which it still has some way upstream with shoals, small
islands and wide sandy/gravelly banks.
Description – current: The principal landscape elements remain – the River Tyne, the flat or gently
undulating flood plain and distant wooded hills. However the character of this stretch of the Tyne
is now closer to that of a ship canal than a natural river. Access is good and the view uncluttered by
foreground vegetation or buildings. However the newly built buildings of the Tyne United rowing
club are prominent in the view and obscure much of the land behind on which the battle was
fought. Pylons are also prominent.
Reason for selection: the area that this view is from would have been a key point during the battle
and although the landscape has changed it is still a very open (unobscured) view which can still
illustrate important elements of the battle.
Significance of view: This view is considered to be of high significance to our understanding of the
battle although it has been partly lost due to secondary alterations (particularly the pylons, new
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boat club and changes to the river). Although the character of the river has altered it is still a key
topographical feature in terms of understanding the battle and in this view it is still possible to
imagine the opposing forces on the opposite side of the river.
Opportunities/constraints: Despite the secondary alterations (the rowing club buildings, pylons
and modern character of the river) this is a good location from which to understand the battle and
the location of the principal opponents. There is long-term potential for future developments which
enhance the view such as the removal of the pylons and rowing club buildings.

CHARACTER AREA 9: VIEW 4
Location: Access track off Keelman’s way east
of the Newburn bridge crossing.
Viewpoint within Character Area 13 but
principally looking towards Areas 1 and 9.
Relationship to battle: This was the probable
location at which the Scottish army waited
before crossing the river at the lower fording
point when tidal conditions favoured a crossing.
The view would have shown the lower ford (or
Riding Ford) and the English Lower Fort on the
meadowland beyond.
Description – historic: As in View 3 the river channel was very different in 1640 when the river
would have had wide gravelly banks, shoals and islands. The exact view is not now possible
because the river banks have all been built up.
Description – current: A niche view of the lower ford crossing and possible English lower fort
position (to the left). The view is interrupted on the far bank by Newcastle University Boat Club
Boathouse and associated boat storage facilties, by an electricity substation and pylons. Naturally
regenerating elder and scrub in the foreground also impede the view. As with View 3 the river now
has a character closer to that of a ship canal rather than a natural river.
Reason for selection: the area that this view is from would have been a key point during the battle
and although the landscape has changed (and the view slightly obscured) it can still illustrate
important elements of it.
Significance of view: This view is considered to be of high significance in relation to the events of
the battle although it has been partly lost due to secondary alterations (particularly the pylons, new
boat club and changes to the river). Although the character of the river has altered it is still a key
topographical feature in terms of understanding the battle and in this view it is still possible to
imagine the opposing forces on the opposite side of the river.
Opportunities/constraints: Good location on a public right of way from which it is possible to gain
a good understanding of the battle despite secondary alterations detracting from the view.
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CHARACTER AREA 9: VIEW 13

Location: View south from north bank of Tyne towards Ryton Willows and Parson’s Haugh.
The viewpoint is within Character Area 7 but the view looks towards Areas 1, 2, 5 and 9.
Relationship to battle: Ryton Willows and Parson’s Haugh are within the registered battlefield but
most of this area was just outside the core area where the main fighting is believed to have taken
place. The area was a short distance to the west of the fords and the English forts. Some of the English
troops may have massed here (assuming it was not boggy) and some of the fighting is likely to have
extended here.
Description – historic: At the time of the battle this view would have been very different to today in
a number of ways. Firstly, the point where the view is from would probably have been in the middle
of the river prior to the dredging and realignment of this stretch in the early 20 th century. The
character of the river would then have been one of a much less regular channel with shoals, islands
and wide banks. The wooded slopes towards the rear of the view would have been similar to today,
as would have been the low-lying, undeveloped meadow (albeit without fences/path etc).
Description – current: This view across the Tyne shows the low-lying meadowland with the gently
rising hills behind. Although there are electricity pylons crossing the area they are slightly less
intrusive than in the comparable view further to the west. The area is relatively undeveloped. The
area retains more of its historical character than others although the 19th-century works to the river
would have significantly altered the view.
Reason for selection: Although this view primarily focuses on a somewhat peripheral part of the
battlefield it is less compromised by modern elements and is therefore better able to convey
something of the historic character of the area than other more central views. In addition this
viewpoint also offers a panoramic view stretching eastwards towards the location of the English forts
on the meadowland.
Significance of view: the view is considered to be of medium significance in the understanding of the
battlefield. It is in a prominent, well-used location, it can convey something of the historic character of
the battlefield and it offers flanking views towards the location of the English forts.
Opportunities/constraints: The view is from a well-used public area and Keelman Way footpath
which increases the potential for interpretation. Although this view did not focus on the core of the
fighting this area does offer a relatively good impression of the historic form of the local landscape.
Much of the area is a nature reserve and is thus offered some protection from development.

58

Consider adding interpretation in this area. Burying electric cables underground (in routes that do not
conflict with the buried archaeology) would be preferable.

CHARACTER AREA 9: VIEW 14
Location: View from north bank of the river
looking south-east along river and towards
centre of battlefield.
The viewpoint is located in Character Area 7
but it principally looks towards Areas 1, 2 and
9
Relationship to battle: Historically this view
would have overlooked the main scene of the
battle (albeit somewhat distant).
Description – historic: Prior to the river improvements this view would not have been possible
because it would probably have been from a point in the river. At the time of the battle the river
would have had the character of a natural, irregular channel with shoals, small islands and wide
banks. The westernmost fording point would have been visible in the view.
Description – current: This view shows a long stretch of the river together with low-lying
meadowland on the south bank in front of the hills to the rear. The various modern buildings in the
view are relatively low and unobtrusive although the pylons do have a greater impact. The wooded
banks to the rear of the view form an important backdrop. The character of the river has changed
considerably from its historic form by the dredging and realignment in the late 19 th/early 20th
century.
Reason for selection: this is a sweeping view from a well-used public footpath and it includes a
number of topographical features which played a role in the battle. It can illustrate something of the
dynamics of the battle, particularly the Scottish troops fording the river to engage the English
troops.
Significance of view: this view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
battlefield. Although it is slightly distant from the scene of the main fighting it is a good point from
which to illustrate the battle. The flanking view allows the observer to pan across the scene and
imagine the Scottish troops fording the river before moving onto the meadowland on the south
bank. The modern features (pylons and modern buildings) are less intrusive in this view than in
views from closer to the centre of the fighting.
Opportunities/constraints: This is a highly prominent view, from a well used public area and
footpath. It is possible to gain some sense of the topography of the battlefield (massed troops on
either side of the river). The existing interpretation panels in this area could be enhanced.
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CHARACTER AREA 9: VIEW 15
Location:
View north from south bank (to east of bridge)
looking towards Newburn village.
The viewpoint is located in Character Area 1 but
it looks towards Areas 3, 9 and 13.
Relationship of view to battle: This viewpoint
would have been located close to the lower ford
and it would have been that of the English
troops waiting for the Scottish forces to cross the
river.
Description – historic: The character of the river would have been quite different prior to its
dredging and realigning in the late 19th/early 20th century. In this area the north bank (in the
foreground of the view) would have been wide and marshy or sandy. It would have been tidal and
there was a very large sandy/gravelly area to the right (where the industrial estate now is). It is
believed that there would have been fewer trees on the lower slopes of Newburn and the buildings
in the village of Newburn would have been more visible. This is believed to be the location of the
lower ford where the Scottish troops crossed the river.
Description – current:
This view looks towards the village but the buildings are largely masked by the thick bank of trees.
There is only one prominent modern building in the nearground. One of the important elements of
this view is the church tower from which the Scottish artillery fired towards the English forces. The
tower is just visible although it is largely obscured.
Reason for inclusion: this view is on a well used public footpath and it focuses on the position of
an important element in the battle.
Significance of view: This view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
battlefield, albeit partially obscured. It focuses on a key area of the battle, where the Scottish troops
crossed the river, and is towards the church and hills above Newburn. Changes to the character of
the river have altered the view somewhat from its historic form and Newburn is substantially
masked by trees but it can still help to illustrate elements of the battle.
Opportunities/constraints:
This is close to the centre of the fighting and it would be a good location for enhanced
interpretation. Caution should be taken when considering any prominent development on the north
bank.
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CHARACTER AREA 9: VIEW 16

Location: View from south bank looking north-west towards Newburn village.
Viewpoint located within Character Area 10 but looking towards 3, 9 and 13.
Relationship to battle: This view would have shown the lower ford (or Riding Ford) where the Scots
crossed the river as well as where the Scottish cannon are likely to have been located in cover on the
north bank.
Description – historic:
The lower ford would probably have been towards the west (left) edge of this view. This view has
been significantly altered by the 19th century works to realign and deepen the river. The north bank
would formerly have been a large low boggy/sandy area. It is thought that there would have been
fewer trees in the village and the buildings would have been more visible.
Description – current:
The view of the north bank from this point is largely wooded although there is a minor modern
structure in the foreground (cabins/temporary type store). This is currently the clearest view of the
church tower from the south bank although it is partly hidden by an imposing later red brick building
(the Mechanic’s Institute) immediately in front.
Reason for selection: this is particularly of value due to it being the clearest view of the church from
the south side of the river and also for being able to give an impression of where the Scottish cannon
are likely to have been located in the cover on the north bank.
Significance of view: It is considered that this view is of medium significance in the understanding of
the battlefield and partially obscured. The view of the church from the south bank is of value because
the church is perhaps the only building known to have played any part in the battle.
Opportunities/constraints: the view would be enhanced by some clearance of trees to make the
church more visible.
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CHARACTER AREA 9: VIEW 17
Location: View from a public right of way,
adjacent to Newburn Grange looking south
towards the Ryton/Stella hills.
Viewpoint located in Character Area 6 and
looking towards Areas 2, 4,5.
Relationship to battle: This would have been
just below Rye Hill and Hallow Hill so would
have been close to where the Scottish troops
camped before the battle. Some may have
passed this way when moving down towards
the upper ford.
Description – historic:
At the time of the battle this view would have been considerably different in a number of ways.
Most obviously the modern buildings, pylons and substation would not have existed but also in the
1640s the river, which is now somewhat distant, would have been much closer (with a wide semitidal bank). The wooded areas on the distant slopes beneath Ryton and Stella would probably have
been similar to today.
Description – current: This view is from a public right of way close to Newburn Grange (between
Hallow Hill and Rye Hill). The river is visible and the there is a good view of the wooded banks to
the south of the river. Part of the meadow (Parson’s Haugh/Ryton Willows) is also clearly visible.
Reason for selection: This provides a relatively clear view of the battlefield from an elevated
position.
It is included partly for its illustrative value because the similar (but more raised) views from Rye
Hill and Hallow Hill are not currently publicly accessible.
Significance of view:
This view is considered to be of low significance in the understanding of the battlefield. Although
the view has been altered and compromised by modern buildings and the pylons it possible to gain
a good sense of the landscape and topography from here.
Opportunities/constraints:
Although this is on a public right of way it is probably not particularly well used and it is not well
suited to an interpretation panel
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Analysis of Character Area 9

CHARACTER AREA 10
MEADOWLAND TO EAST OF STELLA SUBSTATION
Location

This is an undeveloped area on the south side of the river between the
substation (to the west) and the site of the former Stella South Power Station to
the east.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
This area is thought to have been just to the east of the English Lower Fort and
battle
the Low Ford. Many of the English troops would probably have massed prior
to the battle here and it is likely that some of the fighting would have extended
into the western part of this area. It has remained as undeveloped, low-lying
meadowland since the battle.
Development in
Unlike the adjacent areas this remains as undeveloped low lying land.
th
th
the 19 & 20
centuries.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
The area is largely flat and devoid of undulation.
Land cover:
Land use and
management
Typical elements:

This area consists of one large arable field with a central copse and a line of
mature poplars that enclose its southern boundary along the road
Agriculture

 Open arable fields
 Central copse
 Line of mature poplars
 Open views across the Tyne to Newburn village
 Pylons and electricity transmission lines
 River frontage and path
Distinctive
 Central copse
elements
 Mature line of poplars
Communications
The northern edge is defined by the river
The southern edge is defined by Newburn Bridge Road
Part of the eastern edge is defined by King Oswald Drive.
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
This area has a high evidential value in its archaeological potential and a high
historical illustrative value as its undeveloped nature can illustrate something
of the character of the battle landscape. However, this potential is currently
limited by the heavily altered nature of the adjacent areas.
Significant views: View No.16 is from the NW corner of this area.
Archaeological
potential

This area generally has a high archaeological potential, particularly due to its
undeveloped nature although the section closest to the river is likely to have
been covered by landfill in river dredging works and therefore has a moderate
potential. Given that this area was not at the very centre of the action means its
potential may be slightly lower than that of other areas.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
Relevant
This area is within the registered battlefield but it is not covered by any other
designations and
designations. The fact that the adjacent areas to west, south and east have all
forces for change: been developed could lead to this area also being identified for development.
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Sensitivity and
capacity for
change
Opportunities:
Planning
recommendations

This area has a high sensitivity and a low capacity for change due to its
proximity to the central action of the battle and the fact that it remains clear of
buildings.
This area could form the core of a larger area of meadow extending westwards
to the bridge if the substation (in Area 1) was landscaped.
This is a key area of the registered battlefield which should remain free from
intrusive buildings or developments that compromise its meadowland
character.

CHARACTER AREA 10: VIEW 16

Location: View from south bank looking north-west towards Newburn village.
Viewpoint located within Character Area 10 but looking towards 3, 9 and 13.
Relationship to battle: This view would have shown the lower ford (or Riding Ford) where the Scots
crossed the river as well as where the Scottish cannon are likely to have been located in cover on the
north bank.
Description – historic:
The lower ford would probably have been towards the west (left) edge of this view. This view has
been significantly altered by the 19th century works to realign and deepen the river. The north bank
would formerly have been a large low boggy/sandy area. It is thought that there would have been
fewer trees in the village and the buildings would have been more visible.
Description – current:
The view of the north bank from this point is largely wooded although there is a minor modern
structure in the foreground (cabins/temporary type store). This is currently the clearest view of the
church tower from the south bank although it is partly hidden by an imposing later red brick building
(the Mechanic’s Institute) immediately in front.
Reason for selection: this is particularly of value due to it being the clearest view of the church from
the south side of the river and also for being able to give an impression of where the Scottish cannon
are likely to have been located in the cover on the north bank.
Significance of view: It is considered that this view is of medium significance in the understanding of
the battlefield and partially obscured. The view of the church from the south bank is of value because
the church is perhaps the only building known to have played any part in the battle.
Opportunities/constraints: the view would be enhanced by some clearance of trees to make the
church more visible.
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CHARACTER AREA 11
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE ON SOUTH SIDE OF TYNE
Location

Located on the south side of the river, at the foot of the wooded slopes and
straddling the railway line.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
This is likely to have formed part of the area where the English troops massed
battle
prior to the battle. Fleeing English troops would have passed through this
area as they moved towards Stella.
Development in
This area remained as undeveloped low lying land up to the 1938 OS map but
19th & 20th century.
an industrial estate has now been constructed on a large part of it.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
Generally flat lying at the foot of the wooded slopes to Ryton, north of the
railway line.
Land cover:
A ribbon of commercial development lining the main road from Ryton to
Newburn consisting of mixed use generally small scale industrial sheds and
storage units.
Land use/
Industry and commercial business premises.
management
Typical elements:
 Pylons
 Small scale industrial sheds
 Brick built offices
 Secure storage sites
 3.0m high steel palisade security fencing
Ornamental tree species eg cherry, leylandii
Distinctive
Light industrial sheds
elements
Communications
Newburn Bridge Road defines the northern edge of this area
Haugh Lane defines the eastern edge
The railway passes east-to-west through the area.
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
This area has a medium historical associative value in relation to the events of
the battle and in particular the English retreat as the troops would have
probably passed through here on the way to Stella.
Significant views:
No specific views identified.
Archaeological
Varying. Part of the area may have seen some fighting and troops based here
potential
but the industrial estate will have impacted on this. The potential is much
higher towards the west in the undeveloped area.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
Relevant
The area is within the registered battlefield but it is not covered by any other
designations and
designations. There are likely to be piecemeal changes within the industrial
forces for change:
estate and potential for a wider redevelopment of this area at some point in
the future.
Sensitivity and
This area has a low sensitivity and a high capacity for change.
capacity for change
Opportunities:
If this area could see a ‘green redevelopment’ the continuation of the
meadowland up to the wooded slopes to the south would enhance the
understanding of the battle and the route of the retreating English troops.
Planning
There should be a long-term aspiration to reduce the built-up nature of this
recommendations
area in order to increase the ‘green’ meadowland and in so doing increase the
significance of this aspect of the battle.
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CHARACTER AREA 12
NEW HOUSING ON SITE OF STELLA S POWER STATION
Location

Relationship to
battle
Development in
the 19th & 20th
centuries.

Topography:
Land cover:
Land use and
management
Typical elements:

Distinctive
elements
Communications

Significance

Significant views:
Archaeological
potential
Relevant
designations and
forces for change:
Sensitivity and
capacity for
change
Opportunities:
Planning
recommendations

This area is on the south side of the river and is at the eastern edge of the
registered battlefield.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
This area was peripheral to the main battle (the English forts and fords were
well to the west) but some of the retreating English troops may have passed
close to this point heading towards Stella Lane.
The area was low-lying undeveloped land in 1858 but between 1862 and 1916 it
formed the location of the famous Blaydon race track. In the 1950s Stella South
Power Station was built here. This area is now being developed as a housing
estate (almost complete) following the demolition of the power station.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
This character is flat without undulation.
An area now occupied by a large new housing estate which is in the last stages
of construction. A small electricity sub station also occupies part of this area.
This area is a densely built up residential area.
 New housing
 Electricity sub station
 Pylons
 Wide access road
 A small area of rough grassland
 River frontage and path
New housing
The southern edge is partly defined by Stella Road
The western edge is partly defined by Haugh Lane
The railway crosses the southern part of this area
There are various modern roads being laid out as part of the new housing estate
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Limited. Even if this area had remained undeveloped its heritage significance
would have been relatively limited due to the peripheral role this area played
in the battle.
None.
Little archaeological potential. The area did not play a significant role in the
battle and it has been heavily developed since.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
This area is within the registered battlefield but it is not covered by any other
statutory designations.
This area has a low sensitivity and a high capacity for change.

None in relation to the battlefield
None in relation to the battlefield
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CHARACTER AREA 13
INDUSTRIAL ESTATE ON NORTH SIDE OF TYNE
Location
North bank of the Tyne to the east of Newburn
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
This area would almost certainly have been a low-lying, boggy area at the time
battle
of the battle and it appears to have been peripheral to it. The Scots did not camp
here and they crossed the river slightly further to the west.
Development in
This remained as a low-lying boggy area at the time of the 1858 OS map. The
the 19th & 20th
area was industrialised in the later 19th and 20th century.
centuries.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
Essentially flat but rising to the north towards a main road with a vegetated
corridor separating the main road from the estate. Generally between c.5 and 7
m above sea level.
Land cover:

Land use and
management
Typical elements:

Distinctive
elements
Communications

Industrial estate consisting of large scale securely fenced sheds and yards with
occasional vacant plots.
The eastern end of this area forms the western extremity of a site formerly
earmarked for further industrial development but now has been allocated for
housing purposes in the CSUCP (Policy AOC1 Newburn). The significance of
the battlefield will, however, remain undiminished.
Industrial estate
 Large scale industrial sheds
 Wide access and feeder roads
 Extensive steel palisade type security fencing
 Vacant development plots
 Naturally regenerating sycamore, birch and willow on sloping ground
 River frontage and path
Large scale industrial sheds


Southern edge of area defined by river



Northern edge defined by Lemington Road and Shelley Road



Several 20th-century roads around industrial estate.

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
Most of this area is of low significance in relation to the battle and it does not
contribute in any meaningful way to the understanding of the battlefield. The
narrow western ‘throat’ is close to the location of the lower ford so does possess
an interest although the realignment of the river has compromised this.

Significant views:

This general area may previously have been ascribed more significance than
now thought owing to the apparent mis-identification of the Kelshaw Ford
(near here) as the Scot’s Lower Ford in the battle.
View 4 (High significance) is from a viewpoint towards the western end of this
area (detailed further below)
Views 15 and 16 look towards this area (detailed further below).
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Archaeological
potential

In general, most of this area has little archaeological potential, due to it not
playing a meaningful part in the battle and to it being heavily developed.
However, the narrow western area is outside the industrial estate and it would
have been close to the lower ford so it does have a high potential. The HER
does however have a record of finds to the east of Newburn which may relate
to the battle.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
Relevant
The area is entirely within the registered battlefield but there are no other
designations and
statutory designations.
forces for change:
Sensitivity and
This area is of low sensitivity and has a high capacity for change.
capacity for
change
Opportunities:
Understanding of the events of the battle would be enhanced if public access
was possible to the narrow westernmost area (close to location of the historic
lower ford) and if links were improved between here and the centre of
Newburn. Public access to the riverfront right along this area would allow a
wider visual perspective of the battlefield.
Planning
Future developments should allow public access to the western ‘throat’ and
recommendations along the river front. The area of the ‘throat’ may have been where the Scottish
cannon were fired from within the undergrowth so some level of bushes should
be preserved (ie not cut back to a lawn).
Preserve Views 4, 15, 16

CHARACTER AREA 13: VIEW 4
Location: Access track off Keelman’s way east
of the Newburn bridge crossing.
Viewpoint within Character Area 13 but
principally looking towards Areas 1 and 9.
Relationship to battle: This was the probable
location at which the Scottish army waited
before crossing the river at the lower fording
point when tidal conditions favoured a crossing.
The view would have shown the lower ford (or
Riding Ford) and the English Lower Fort on the
meadowland beyond.
Description – historic: As in View 3 the river channel was very different in 1640 when the river
would have had wide gravelly banks, shoals and islands. The exact view is not now possible
because the river banks have all been built up.
Description – current: A niche view of the lower ford crossing and possible English lower fort
position (to the left). The view is interrupted on the far bank by Newcastle University Boat Club
Boathouse and associated boat storage facilties, by an electricity substation and pylons. Naturally
regenerating elder and scrub in the foreground also impede the view. As with View 3 the river now
has a character closer to that of a ship canal rather than a natural river.
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Reason for selection: the area that this view is from would have been a key point during the battle
and although the landscape has changed (and the view slightly obscured) it can still illustrate
important elements of it.
Significance of view: This view is considered to be of high significance in relation to the events of
the battle although it has been partly lost due to secondary alterations (particularly the pylons, new
boat club and changes to the river). Although the character of the river has altered it is still a key
topographical feature in terms of understanding the battle and in this view it is still possible to
imagine the opposing forces on the opposite side of the river.
Opportunities/constraints: Good location on a public right of way from which it is possible to gain
a good understanding of the battle despite secondary alterations detracting from the view.

CHARACTER AREA 13: VIEW 15
Location:
View north from south bank (to east of bridge)
looking towards Newburn village.
The viewpoint is located in Character Area 1 but
it looks towards Areas 3, 9 and 13.
Relationship of view to battle: This viewpoint
would have been located close to the lower ford
and it would have been that of the English
troops waiting for the Scottish forces to cross the
river.
Description – historic: The character of the river would have been quite different prior to its
dredging and realigning in the late 19th/early 20th century. In this area the north bank (in the
foreground of the view) would have been wide and marshy or sandy. It would have been tidal and
there was a very large sandy/gravelly area to the right (where the industrial estate now is). It is
believed that there would have been fewer trees on the lower slopes of Newburn and the buildings
in the village of Newburn would have been more visible. This is believed to be the location of the
lower ford where the Scottish troops crossed the river.
Description – current:
This view looks towards the village but the buildings are largely masked by the thick bank of trees.
There is only one prominent modern building in the nearground. One of the important elements of
this view is the church tower from which the Scottish artillery fired towards the English forces. The
tower is just visible although it is largely obscured.
Reason for inclusion: this view is on a well used public footpath and it focuses on the position of
an important element in the battle.
Significance of view: This view is considered to be of high significance in the understanding of the
battlefield, albeit partially obscured. It focuses on a key area of the battle, where the Scottish troops
crossed the river, and is towards the church and hills above Newburn. Changes to the character of
the river have altered the view somewhat from its historic form and Newburn is substantially
masked by trees but it can still help to illustrate elements of the battle.
Opportunities/constraints:
73

This is close to the centre of the fighting and it would be a good location for enhanced
interpretation. Caution should be taken when considering any prominent development on the north
bank.

CHARACTER AREA 13: VIEW 16

Location: View from south bank looking north-west towards Newburn village.
Viewpoint located within Character Area 10 but looking towards 3, 9 and 13.
Relationship to battle: This view would have shown the lower ford (or Riding Ford) where the Scots
crossed the river as well as where the Scottish cannon are likely to have been located in cover on the
north bank.
Description – historic:
The lower ford would probably have been towards the west (left) edge of this view. This view has
been significantly altered by the 19th century works to realign and deepen the river. The north bank
would formerly have been a large low boggy/sandy area. It is thought that there would have been
fewer trees in the village and the buildings would have been more visible.
Description – current:
The view of the north bank from this point is largely wooded although there is a minor modern
structure in the foreground (cabins/temporary type store). This is currently the clearest view of the
church tower from the south bank although it is partly hidden by an imposing later red brick building
(the Mechanic’s Institute) immediately in front.
Reason for selection: this is particularly of value due to it being the clearest view of the church from
the south side of the river and also for being able to give an impression of where the Scottish cannon
are likely to have been located in the cover on the north bank.
Significance of view: It is considered that this view is of medium significance in the understanding of
the battlefield and partially obscured. The view of the church from the south bank is of value because
the church is perhaps the only building known to have played any part in the battle.
Opportunities/constraints: the view would be enhanced by some clearance of trees to make the
church more visible.
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CHARACTER AREA 14
HILL TO NORTH-EAST OUTSIDE REGISTERED BATTLEFIELD
Location

This area comprises a hill to the east of Newburn Village and is immediately
outside the boundary of the registered battlefield.
This area was peripheral to the battle but it has been included because the
topography offers the potential for views over the battlefield.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
Scottish troops are known to have gathered before the battle on the hills above
battle
Newburn and although this area is to the east of the village it is possible that
some gathered here.
Development in
The 1858 OS map shows a small sand pit at the southern end of this area and by
th
th
the 19 & 20
the early 20th century it had greatly expanded to include most of this area
centuries.
(Newburn Hills Sand Pit). This area was immediately east of major industrial
development in Newburn (steel works etc) and to the NW of Walbottle
Colliery.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
Steep sloping bank occupied by a dense, almost impenetrable, thicket of
regenerating shrubs and trees.
Land cover:
Steep bank occupied by densely naturally regenerating scrub and trees which
surround Newcastle City Council’s Waste department composting facility,
which is hidden.
Land use and
Industrial waste processing plant and woodland which is not managed. Good
management
links to adjacent Walbottle Brick Works Local Nature Reserve.
Typical elements:
 Scrub and trees
 Steeply sloping with areas of bare ground
 Small area of undulating mown grassland occupies the upper part of
this area
 Pockets of open rough grassland
 Industrial waste processing plant
Distinctive
 Wooded banks
elements
 Waste and composting facility
Communications
 Part of the north-western boundary is defined by Hospital Lane


Much of the southern boundary is defined by Lemington Road



Several minor footpaths across the site.

HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
This area has little heritage significance in relation to the battlefield. It was
peripheral to the battle itself and much of it has been re-landscaped since due to
industrial sand extraction.
Significant views: The upper parts of this area have the potential for views over the battlefield but
these are largely obscured by a thick bank of trees which has been planted to
shield the waste processing plant on the lower slopes. They have not been
separately identified or assessed in this study.
Archaeological
Negligible or no archaeological potential, partly due to the peripheral nature of
potential
this area to the battlefield and industrial extraction.
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
Relevant
There are no statutory designations covering this area. The steep banks would
designations and
be unlikely to offer much potential for development but the flatter, lower areas
forces for change: (including composting facility) could be redeveloped.
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Sensitivity and
capacity for
change
Opportunities:
Planning
recommendations

This area has a low sensitivity in relation to the historic battlefield and a high
capacity for change.
None
None
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CHARACTER AREA 15
AREA TO NORTH-WEST OUTSIDE REGISTERED BATTLEFIELD
Location

This area is located immediately outside (to the NW of) the registered
battlefield.
This area was peripheral to the battle but it enhances the setting of this corner
of the battlefield.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
Relationship to
This area was peripheral to the battle. Scottish troops are known to have
battle
gathered on the hills above Newburn Village and although it is likely that this
was principally on Hallow Hill and Rye Hill to the east it may have included
the slopes which comprise Area 15.
Development in
The central part of this area, at the base of the sloping ground immediately to
the 19th & 20th
the north, formerly included Throckley Colliery while the southern half was
centuries.
occupied by a large set of coking ovens. The colliery opened in the second half
of the 19th century and closed in the mid 20th century.
LANDSCAPE CHARACTER
Topography:
Sloping hillside and valley floor which is generally level.
Land cover:

An area of mixed farmland and Country Park

Land use and
management
Typical elements:

Agriculture and part of the Tyne Riverside Country Park

This area has more or less identical characteristics to Area 6 and includes:
 Blocks of mixed broadleaved plantation woodland with species such as
sycamore, lime, hazel, ash, hawthorn and blackthorn all c.50 years old
 Pylons
 Open elevated views to hills on opposite side of valley
 Larger arable fields and blocks of mature woodland
 Open flat unmanaged grassland
 Old hard surfaced tracks and roads
 Hawthorn hedges often unmanaged
 Fields enclosed by woodland or hedges
 Rural character
Distinctive
This could have formed a single character area with Area 6 but it has been
elements
included separately as it is outside the registered battlefield
Communications
There is one minor road east-to-west through this area and one which extends
north to south (Coach Road).
HERITAGE SIGNIFICANCE
Significance
This area is of little heritage significance in relation to the battlefield but it does
provide some views towards the battlefield and forms a buffer zone
immediately west of the registered area.
Significant views: There are some viewpoints from where it is possible to look into the registered
battlefield but these do not offer a valuable illustration of the events of the
battle and have not been individually identified here as key views.
Archaeological
Low archaeological potential in relation to the battle.
potential
SENSITIVITY AND OPPORTUNITIES
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Relevant
designations and
forces for change:
Sensitivity and
capacity for
change
Opportunities:
Planning
recommendations

There are no statutory designations covering this area although parts of the site
are within a country park.
In relation to the registered battlefield this area has a low sensitivity and a high
capacity for change.
None
This undeveloped area enhances the setting of this edge of the battlefield and
its character should be preserved.
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Appendix 2: Heritage Values: Definitions of Terms and Degrees of Significance (from
Historic England’s Conservation Principles)
“Understanding and articulating the values and significance of a place is necessary to inform
decisions about its future” (Historic England 2008).
This heritage assessment is in accordance with Historic England’s document Conservation
Principles, Policies and Guidance (2008) and analyses the site in terms of key areas of value
defined by Historic England (known as English Heritage at the time of publishing). These
types of heritage value are defined below (from Conservation Principles)
Evidential value derives from the potential of the site to provide evidence of past human
activity. The archaeological resource (above and below ground) and its potential capacity to
respond to investigative analysis make the primary contribution to evidential value.
Historical value derives from the way in which past people, events, and aspects of life can
be connected through a place to the present. This includes associative, illustrative and
representational value, and encompasses among other things rarity of survival, the extent of
associated documentation, the ability to characterise a period, and association with other
monuments. Illustrative value has the power to aid interpretation of the past through
making connections with past communities and their activities through shared experience of
a place. This value tends to be greater if the site can illustrate innovations (eg military
innovations on a battlefield). Associative value is derived from the site having a connection
with a notable family, person, event or movement.
Aesthetic value derives from the way in which people draw sensory and intellectual
stimulation from a place. This includes not only formal visual and aesthetic qualities arising
from design for a particular purpose but more fortuitous relationships of visual elements
arising from the development of the place through time, and aesthetic values associated
with the actions of nature.
Less tangible, but still vital to the significance of the monument, is its communal value, at
the heart of which are the multivalent meanings a place may have for contemporary society.
Commemorative and symbolic values are founded in collective memory and historic
identity (including reminding us of uncomfortable aspects of national history) while social
value often derives from contemporary uses of a place. Spiritual value can come from the
customs and teachings of organised religion as well as less formal beliefs, and is often
associated with places sanctified by a long tradition of veneration. Battlefields may have a
strong communal value expressed in monuments or inscriptions.
Degrees of Significance
Measures for assessing the significance of the battlefield in its various aspects have been
based on the above criteria where they seemed relevant. The degrees of significance
adopted here are:
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Outstanding Significance: elements of the place which are of key national or international
significance, as among the best (or the only surviving example) of an important type of
monument, or outstanding representatives of important social or cultural phenomena, or are
of very major regional or local significance.
High: An aspect of value that contributes strongly to the significance of a place, forming an
essential piece of its history and cultural value. In material terms, these aspects will
contribute most towards the heritage values. Conservation will be a priority, and alteration
is likely to be resisted strongly unless it is demonstrated that significance will be greatly
enhanced, reinforced or revealed as a result.
Medium: An aspect of value that will have some cultural importance and will make a
moderate contribution to the significance of a place. In material terms they will play an
important role in conveying the heritage values. Efforts should be made to protect and
enhance these aspects, though a greater degree of flexibility is possible than with aspects of
high value.
Low: An aspect of value that will make a slight (yet still noteworthy) contribution to the
significance of a place. In material terms it will still add something to the heritage values
(such as helping to maintain plan form and historical character), although this contribution
may have been compromised by loss or uninformed intervention. A greater capacity for
enhancement exists than for items of medium or high value, although a low designation
does not necessarily mean that the feature is expendable.
Neutral: An aspect that has no discernible value that neither adds to nor detracts from the
significance of the place. Informed change will be acceptable.
Detrimental: An aspect of the place that detracts from its values and therefore its
significance. In material terms, removal or reversal of these aspects should be strongly
encouraged.
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Appendix 3: Gazetteer of sites listed on Historic Environment Record
See Figure 11
HER
No
12236

SITENAME

SITE DESC

Ryton, Cromwell
Fishery

Historic fishery. Various documentary references

628

Early English church. There was a further restoration in 1886.

629

Ryton, Church of
Holy Cross
Ryton village

630

Ryton mill

512

622

Ryton Willows,
bronze spearhead
Ryton Ferry, flint
scraper
Ryton, Roman coin

623

Stella manor

624

Ryton Haugh,
supposed Civil War
earthworks

637

Stella, rectilinear
enclosure

513

The earliest reference is in Boldon Buke (1183), where it is described as a town held at farm by the men of Ryton. There is specific reference to a mill, and
an implicit one to a pound. Hatfield's Survey records some 25 messuages which were bond lands, and 11 described as lands of the exchequer, plus a water
mill and a communal forge. It was one of the largest and most important of the bishop's villages, and the centre of a parish. Roberts and Austin describe
Ryton as of regular 2 row plan with green. This layout is still apparent, with the east-west long axis widening into a triangle at the west end, giving access to
the rectory, church and motte to the NW. The village core is now largely 18th century-19. Pevsner calls it the prettiest village on Tyneside, tucked away
between the A-road and the river and sufficiently high on the wooded bank to give a handsome setting to the church spire.
The earliest reference to a mill at Ryton is in Boldon Buke (1183), when it was held by the men of Ryton. No mill is shown on the OS 1st edition 6 in map,
and by Bourn's time all trace of a mill had disappeared though he did say, "Tradition says that a flour mill formerly stood on the side of the ravine, driven by
the water which ran down the dene".(Holburn Dene)
A bronze spearhead, with basal-looped leaf-shaped blade, was found in a gravel bed opposite Ryton Willows in 1899,
A "rolled scraper" was found in 1931 near Ryton Ferry, presumably on the south side of the Tyne. Since it was published by Preston it is thought to be
prehistoric.
In 188 , W.L.S. Charlton donated a 2 ae coin of Constans found at Ryton to the museum of the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle. The O.S. noted in 1959
that neither the Society nor the Museum of Antiquities had any record of this coin.
In the mid C12 Bishop William of St. Barbara granted "Stellinglei", with all appurts of woodland, meadows, fisheries, mills etc. to the Nunnery of St.
Bartholomew in Newcastle. Allowing for Bishop Puiset apparently granting it to the master of his mint, the nunnery held the manor of Stelley, as it was
called in Hatfield's Survey, for 13s 4d p.a. until the Dissolution.
In a letter from Lord Conway in 1640, there is reference to an order having been given to cast up works against the fords at Newburn, and a further reference
to "two sconces or breastworks" being raised by the English, into each being put 400 musketeers and 4 pieces of ordnance. On 28 August the greater sconce
was breached by the Scottish cannon, and the English withdrew. Tradition has it that the two prominent, high but shapeless earthworks at the first grid
reference, and a third (longer and straight, but now ploughed out) at the second, were the "royalist breastworks" thrown up before this battle. There has never
been universal acceptance of this idea,- some of the antiquarians visiting the site in the 1880s were convinced the "old crescent- shaped embankment was
part of a waggonway…the top…was covered with pieces of coal". Indeed a desk based survey in 2004 of the early wagonways of Gateshead, does in fact
show that the Crawcrook and Risemoor Way (HER 3321) built in 1663, runs directly through these embankments. Nevertheless, the land owner in 1987
produced lead musket balls which he had dug up in his garden close by (Whinhaven).
APs of 1972 show cropmarks in a field between Stella Lane and Old Hexham Road south of Stella. Although Miket describes them thus: "Part of rectilinear
enclosure with widely spaced double ditches; rectangular enclosure; coner of double-ditched feature", the quality of the photos is not good enough to allow
confirmation of this description. For the time being it seems best just to register that there appears to be a site of some sort in this field.
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1032

Newburn, Wylam
Wagonway

1033

Newburn, Wylam
Waggonway Bridge
Newburn, Throckley
Colliery, Isabella
Coke Ovens
Newburn Water
Pumping Station
Newburn, River
Tyne, socketed axe
Newburn, Roman
building-stone
Newburn, Roman
building-stone
Newburn Hall, pele
tower

1035
1036
1254
1287
1288
1289

1290

Newburn Hall

1295

Newburn, River
Tyne ford

1296

Newburn, Saxon
burgh
Battlefield of
Newburn Ford
Newburn, burial
ground

1297
1298

1307

Newburn manor

1310

Newburn, Jacks
Cross

A 5 mile long waggonway linking Wylam Colliery with staithes at Lemington, thought to have been built in 1748 and possibly to the design of William
Brown of Throckley for John Blackett. Running for a large part parallel to the river bank the waggonway was level and built to a wide 5 ft gauge with
originally timber rails (3.5" wide, 4.5" deep) attached to stone sleepers at 18" intervals.
A surviving masonry skew bridge formerly carrying the Wylam Waggonway over the New Burn. Probably mid to late 18th century.
The remains of a set of beehive coke ovens situated within the Newburn Riverside Park. The ovens were built by the Throckley Coal Company which was
formed in 1867, principally by Messrs. Stephenson, firebrick manufacturers and Messrs. Spencer, Newburn steel manufacturers.
Constructed in 1855 for the Whittle Dene Water Company to extract river water, using a pumping engine of c. 1832 previously used in Newcastle for the
same purpose.
A bronze socketed axe, dredged from the Tyne at Newburn, was presented to the Society of Antiquaries of Newcastle in 1899 by G. Forster,
"Building-stone, 15 x 11 in, found in 1887 built into (W jamb of S window of) the Pele-tower at Newburn...
"Building-stone seen by Stukeley in 1725 over a stable door next to the Boat Inn, Newburn; the inscription, surrounded by an ansate frame, was even then
illegible, and is now lost. As no site has yet been proved at Newburn, presumably this stone came from some part of Hadrian's Wall in that neighbourhood".
Tower, 39'9" N-S x 25' E-W externally, 20'8" x 16'7" inside, a minimum of 2 storeys high, built of coursed masonry, with large quoins some of which were
re-used Roman stones. Vaulted basement, with door in E wall, a loop in each of the other 3, a straight stair in the S wall. Garderobe on first floor at foot of
stairs to second. Stub of ?barmkin wall at SE corner. Said by Bates to be C15. Cf. Corbridge vicar's pele, Halton. In C16 wings were added to N and E to
form Newburn hall. In 1895 the tower was in Spencer's Steel Works. In 1966 the OS noted that the hall had been demolished and the site redeveloped.
In the C16 the medieval tower (SMR 1289) was enlarged by the addition of a wing to the N, and ? later (precise dates not known) by a wing to the E, and
another opposite, to form a three-sided square. (See early maps).
One or more fords existed across the Tyne at Newburn, which has been described as "the lowest safe fording point on the Tyne and at (more correctly near)
the head of the tideway". The precise location of the fords is not given in the various sources cited below. Bruce claims, without proof, that "an ancient
paved ford existed at Newburn which may well have been of Roman date". In the Middle Ages and later the Scots tended to invade England by crossing the
Tyne at Newburn. King David led an army of 15,000 to Durham to fight at Neville's Cross in 1346; the Scots army crossed here during the battle of
Newburn in 1640.
Newburn formed part of the royal demesne of the Saxon kingdom of Northumbria, cf. Bamburgh, Warkworth and Corbridge. When the kingdom ceased to
exist the land and all the royal privileges passed to the official earls of Northumbria.
See main report.
In 1897 quarrying near Newburn revealed bones of, it was said, both men and horses, iron musket balls, and cannon balls and small projectiles of stone. The
bones were described as lying "in situ immediately below the surface of the ground, at the extreme top of the quarry...". C.J. Bates pointed out that the bones
and cannon balls were not necessarily associated, and that the bones were likely to be much earlier than the C17, "Picts rather than Scots" as he put it. In
spite of this the NCH suggested they were casualties from the Battle of Newburn. The site of the quarry is not known, and the above grid reference is a guess
by the OS.
The earliest reference is 1204 when King John granted the manor of Newburn to Robert fitzRoger, lord of Warkworth and sheriff of Northumberland. The
house traditionally known as the manor house is SMR 1291.
The description of the boundaries of Newburn manor in 1613 included a reference to "a certen wood crosse called Jacks Crosse in the way leading from
Newborne to Newcastle...". Its site must have been somewhere on the road along the river, but more research is needed here. The cross was presumably of
medieval date.
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1319

Newburn village

1419

Throckley, clay
tobacco pipes
Stella Hall

1694
1695

Stella, Cromwell's
Cottage

1696

Stella, Church of St.
Mary and St.
Thomas Aquinas
Stella, Roman
Catholic School
Stella, Path Head
Wood, Bath House

1697
1698
1705
1811

Stella South Power
Station
Stella, High Stella
House/White House

1850
1862

Newburn, Pillbox
Benwell, Benwell
House

1904

Ryton Willows,
WW2 aircraft
obstruction ditches
Ryton Willows,
Wagonways
Newcastle and
Carlisle Railway
Ryton Station

1905
3292
3316

It must be supposed that the village of Newburn was a direct successor of the Anglo-saxon burgh, the NCH suggesting that the demotion occurred some time
in the C13. In spite of that, it was the centre of a parish and with 14 taxpayers in 1296, 19 in 1312, one of the largest villages in the area.
In 1976 S.J. Dunn, of St. Mary's Place, Throckley, found 4 clay pipe bowls in a midden near Blaney Row, Throckley Reath.
In 1640 during the Battle of Newburn Ford (SMR 1297) Lord Conway established his headquarters at Stella Hall. Later Stella Hall became the home of
Joseph Cowen who owned the Blaydon Burn Brickworks. A large irregular building, essentially late C16-early C17 with later alterations The building was
demolished in 1953 and replaced by a housing estate.
Opposite the Catholic church at Stella once stood a thatched cottage in which tradition states that royalist officers spent the night before battle. The cottage,
which was an inn, was probably used as an officers' mess, while Stella Hall (HER 1694) was used as the headquarters. It was later given the name
Cromwell's Cottage during the time the Protector's army was encamped on Stella Haughs on his travels to and from Scotland {1}. Cromwell left London on
June 29th 1650 to march to Scotland to meet General Leslie who had defeated the English at Newburn Ford/Stella Haughs in 1640 (see HER 1297). By 15th
July 1650 Cromwell's army was at Newcastle. They had rested at Whickham for two days. On July 22nd Cromwell crossed the Tweed and on September
3rd, met General Leslie at Dunbar, where the Scots were defeated, 4000 being killed and over 10,000 taken prisoner. On his return from Scotland, Cromwell
camped his army at Ryton Haugh and he stayed at Stella Hall. Newcastle Corporation paid for a present worth £50 for Lord-General Cromwell while he was
at Stella.
19th century church designed by the architect John Green who also had the contract for the design of the Scotswood Suspension Bridge which was opened in
1831 and numerous prominent local buildings.
19th century school replaced by a new building in 1974 {1}.
In Path Head Wood are the remains of an old bath house. It was probably built about the same time as the summerhouse (HER 1699) when Lord
Widdrington was in residence at Stella Hall (HER 1694) and before he took part in the 1715 Jacobite uprising, thus making it one of the earliest park
buildings in the north-east {1}.
Built between 1951 and 1954 but now demolished. Part of it stood on the site of the Blaydon Races track. A cannon ball dredged from the river is on display
inside the station.
Built at beginning of C18, probably for accomodation of one of the managers of the staiths. At one time it was the home of the Silvertop family. George
Silvertop was one of the leading coal owners of his day. The Silvertops had lived at Ryton in C16 and moved to Stella some time after the death of Anne
Silvertop in 1608. George Silvertop died in 1849. In 1828 Stella House was the home of Edward Emerson, iron founder. Later Thomas Young Hall, mining
engineer, and then Mr. Joseph Cowen, MP for Newcastle, and later still Joseph Roberts.
Pillbox
This was built for John Walker of Wallsend shortly before 1825 on the south side of Benwell Lane. In 1848 it was sold to the tanner Jonathan Priestman,
having been let to John Cookson, another industrialist. The historian Mackenzie admired its garden, which was "large and tastefully laid out with a fountain
and jet d'eau". In 1879 the house was sold to Edward Bilton and in 1901 to J. Lamb Ltd., brewers, after which it became the Benwell House Hotel. The Hotel
closed in 1968 and the house was demolished in 1972. A Chapel of Rest was built on the site {1}.
Two parallel rows of square pits and mounds, one row 100m in length, the other 160m in length, around 200m apart, running north to south across Ryton
Willows. Visible on the ground and on aerial photographs. The warden for Ryton Willows Nature Reserve says that they were defence pits to stop aircraft
landing during World War Two.
Wagonways shown on aerial photographs. Not shown on 1st edition Ordnance Survey map map.
The Newcastle and Carlisle Railway received Royal Assent on 22nd May 1829 and was in operation by November 1834.
Ryton Station, on the Newcastle and Carlisle Railway, (SMR 3292).
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3317
3407
3408
3409
3410
3411

Townley Main
Wagonway
Ryton, Coal Pit
Ryton, Coal Shaft
Ryton, Coal Pit
Ryton, Gasometer
Stella, Forge

3412
3413

Stella, Coal Shaft
Stella, Brewery

3628

Gateshead to
Hexham Road
Throckley
Wagonway
Walbottle
Wagonway, Duke
Pit Branch
Sand Pit
Throckley Colliery
(Isabella)
Newburn Bridge
Walbottle Colliery
Newburn, Mineral
Railway
Spencer's Steel
Works, Rolling Mill
Throckley, Mineral
Railway
N.E.R.
Ryton, The Green,
Gas Lamp
Lemington, Railway
Bridge
Newburn, Moore
Court, Nos. 1-10
Newburn, Blayney
Row
Newburn, Works
Newburn, Pit heap

3928
3932
3936
4224
4228
4229
4230
4232
4268
4292
4632
4698
4944
4945
4952
4953

Townley Main Wagonway ran from Townley Main Colliery, (SMR 3314), to Stella Staith, (SMR 3414).
Coal Pit, marked as Old on the 1st edition OS mapping, so was out of use by 1856.
A Coal Shaft, marked as Old on the 1st edition OS mapping, so was out of use by 1856.
Coal Pit, marked as Old on the 1st edition OS mapping, so was out of use by 1856.
A Gasometer, possibly associated with the adjacent Stella Forge, (SMR 3411).
Stella Forge. At the west end of Stella, a forge belonging to Peter Hutchinson of Ryton, which was driven by a water wheel. This establishment was
afterwards enlarged by the addition of an iron foundry, which in 1828 belonged to Mr Emmerson. It subsequently passed into the hands of Messrs R.J. and
R. Laycock of Winlaton (see SMR 1813), who manufactured railway wagons. No sign of this thriving industry now remains {2}.
A Coal Shaft, marked as Old on the 1st edition OS mapping, so out of use by 1856.
Stella Brewery. The brewery was probably built c.1778, this date coming from a weather cock marked "I.H & Co. 1778". It was owned by James
Hutchinson, passed to Mr S.C. Thompson and in 1854 it belonged to Messrs Parker and Company. It was last used by Mr John P Dalton.
Toll Road from Gateshead to Hexham. The Gateshead - Hexham Turnpike, constructed in 1776/7, came from Gateshead to the brickworks at Blaydon Burn,
from where it ran up Summerhill Bank to Path Head and then onto Ryton.
Throckley Wagonway, from Throckley Colliery and Tile Works to Wylam Wagonway. The 2nd edition OS mapping shows this was out of use by c.1898
except for its northernmost part, which was in use as part of mineral railway, (SMR 4227).
Walbottle Wagonway, Duke Pit branch, this ran from the Pit to Lemington Staiths.
A Sand Pit. The 2nd edition OS mapping shows an expansion of this site.
Throckley Colliery. The Throckley Coal Company was formed in 1862 and it opened in 1867. Coal production ceased in January 1954.
Newburn Bridge (Toll). This is a simple girder bridge constructed in 1893.
Walbottle Colliery. Opened before 1828.
A Mineral Railway. This is not shown on the 1st edition OS mapping, so dates from after 1858.
This was the Rolling Mill for Spencer's Steel Works, (SMR 4231). It was built circa 1900 and probably produced the steel plate for the Mauretania in 1904.
The works closed in the 1960s but this building survives and has been reused.
A Mineral Railway, possibly connecting Throckley Colliery to Wylam Wagonway. It is not shown on the 1st edition OS mapping, so dates from after 1858.
North Eastern Railway Newburn and Wylam Branch. The construction of this line was authorised in 1871.
A series of four fluted cast iron19th century gas lamp posts stand on the North side of the Green in the vicinity of the church (SMR 628) {1}.
Brick bridge carrying what is now Keats Lane over the line of a former railway. Railway cutting survives but is very overgrown. Bridge is built of brick and
appears to be 20th century in date. There are two tunnels.
Terrace of houses.
Terrace of houses. These houses were built for the employees of Heddon Brickworks by Bates of Heddon Hall. They were sold to the Throckley Coal
Company in 1895.
Works on site of fitting shop of Newburn Iron Works.
Conical pit heap for Percy Pit.
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5032

Addison, Railway
Tunnel

5033
5036 &
5037
5038

Addison Colliery
Hedgefield House
and colliery offices
Addison, Hedgefield
Inclined Railway
Hedgefield, Church
of St Hilda
Ryton Grove
Stella Hall, park

5039
5235
5245
5530

7786

Ryton, Searchlight
Battery TT142
Swalwell, lime kiln
Stella Woods,
boundary walls
Stella, Stella Hall
Drive, Stella Hall
Lodge
Ryton, Village East,
The Lodge to Ryton
Grove
Widdrington
Terrace, Board Inn
Ryton, Elvaston Hall

7887

Newburn, ferry

7967

Newburn Grange
Farm
Ryton Rectory, gate
piers
Ryton, Elvaston
Road, The Grove
Stella Road, Stella
Hall Cottage
The Boathouse PH

5980
7611
7618
7640
7655

8192
8241
8336
8891

Mineral lines from Crawcrook and Greenside ran to Stargate Pit (SMR 3319) where the coal was transferred on to wagons that ran down an incline (SMR
5038), through a tunnel under the road in the grounds of the coal company offices (SMR 5036) to Addison Colliery. A second tunnel was eventually built
because the first was too small for the 17 ton trucks that replaced the older 10 ton trucks on the incline. The coal was then taken by rail to markets all over
the country {1}.
Addison Colliery was the property of the Stella Coal Company, the pit being sunk in 1864. The pit finally closed in 1963.
Constructed in the early 19th century. It is thought to be one of the first houses in Britain to have a telephone installed, because in 1877, Professor Graham
Bell conducted experiments linking Addison Colliery to the surface,
Mineral lines from Crawcrook and Greenside ran to Stargate Pit (SMR 3319) where the coal was transferred on to wagons that ran down the incline, through
a tunnel (SMR 5032) under the road in the grounds of the coal company offices (SMR 5036) to Addison Colliery.
Late 19th century church.
Ryton Grove is a fascinating villa which was built in 1742.
The hall was built soon after 1600 (SMR 1694). The estate was bought by Joseph Cowen in 1850. His son Joseph was a prominent radical politician. Stella
Hall was gifted to the University of Durham in 1946, demolished in 1953 and replaced by housing.
WW2 Searchlight Battery - accomodation hut still stands.
Lime kiln shown on the 1718 survey of Sir Ambrose Crowley's ironworks at Swalwell.
Part of the original walls of the Stella Estate (HER 5245).
Stella Hall
Mid C18 gate lodge, brick with stone quoins and castellated entrance bay. Described in the Conservation Area Character Statement as 'eclectic' and
'whimsical'.

Elvaston Hall was, in 1896, called "a large modern stone mansion", home for some years of Sir Charles Parsons (1854-1931), inventor of the steam turbine
for ships. No illustration of the house has been found.
A ferry operated between the north and south banks of the Tyne. The house on the south bank is still called "Boat House". Opposite the house you can see
the remains of the wooden jetty used by the ferry. The ferryman was called Archie Scott and he lived in a cottage on Ryton Island.
Shown on first edition Ordnance Survey. The farm was also known as 'Lamb's Farm'. James Lamb was farmer here in 1895 (Kelly's Directory).
c.1780. Sandstone. Tall square rusticated piers
Large house; now old peoples' home. Dated 1742.
House, late C18. Sandstone rubble with quoins. formerly the gardener's cottage of Stella Hall.
Public house. Circa 1830. Coursed squared sandstone with pecked ashlar dressings
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12026

Stella, Path Head
Conservation Area

12028

Stella, Tempest
Street and Cromwell
Street
Ryton, Station Bank,
War Memorial
Ryton Haugh,
aircraft obstructions

10944
11485
11486

Ryton Haugh,
Blaydon Race
Course

11487

Ryton Haugh, race
course, grandstand
Blaydon Burn, ridge
and furrow
Throckley,
waggonway
Throckley,
waggonway
Newburn, stocks and
pillory
Newburn, Water
Row Pit

11489
11506
11507
11527
11530
11539
11540
11615
11617
11634
11779
11986
12068

Lemington, Hospital
Lane
Lemington, Woode
Close
Throckley, Hallow
Hill
Throckley, Rye Hill
Bradley, waggonway
Union Workhouse
Ryton, River Tyne,
boat hulks
Ryton Conservation
Area

Designated on 27th April 1990. The Conservation Area was designated to give recognition and protection to an exceptional combination of historic,
architectural and ecological sites within the surviving elements of the former Stella Estate (HER 5245). The site of Stella Hall (built soon after 1600, HER
1694) is now a very ordinary modern housing estate and is excluded from the CA. The CA includes part of Newburn Battlefield 1640 (HER 1297).
Three terraces of red brick houses of late C19/early C20 date, aligned at right angles to Stella Road.
Unveiled 5th November 1921.
An area of WW2 aircraft obstructions at Ryton Haugh. Formed by a network of continuous ditches with adjacent upcast banks of spoil, covering an area
measuring around 700m by 400m. The ditches have been destroyed by later development. This is the site of Blaydon Race Course and later Stella South
Power Station.
Horse racing began in Blaydon in the early 1800s, originally on the site of the railway station. Racing ceased in 1835 when the station opened. In 1861 the
races were held on Dent's Meadow island in the River Tyne (HER 11552). The song 'Blaydon Races' was written in 1862. The races were transferred to their
final site, on Stella Haughs in 1887. Stella South Power Station was eventually built on the site. Racing ceased after the 1916 meeting, when a riot broke out
following the disqualification of the favourite.
Shown on Ordnance Survey third edition of 1919.
Ridge and furrow of Medieval or Post Medieval date mapped from aerial photographs of 1946. Some earthworks have been destroyed by later developments,
others near the south bank of the River Tyne have been levelled.
A Post Medieval waggonway seen as a cropmark or soil mark on aerial photographs. Seen over a distance of approximately 600m.
A short stretch of waggonway of probable Post Medieval date seen as a crop or soil mark on aerial photographs.
A document of 1293 mentions stocks, tumbrel (open cart for carrying prisoners) and pillory at Newburn.
George Stephenson worked at Water Row Pit from 1798 to 1801. There was a row of old cottages at Water Row along the river frontage - now only the
Boathouse Inn survives (HER 8891). Water Row was cleared by Newburn Urban District Council as part of a slum clearance in 1931-9 {TWAS
UD/Nb/40/35}.
A plan of 1767 shows Pigg's Hall on the site of later Union Hall. The lane from the west (now Hospital Lane) was thereafter known as Hogg's or Pigg's
Lonnen.
'Woode Close' and 'Back of the Wood' on a plan of 1620 presumably indicates the presence of woodland. These woods had been cleared by 1767, probably
to make way for industry and for building waggonways and boats.
Ridge and furrow.
Ridge and furrow
Post medieval tramway visible as an earthwork on air photographs of 1959.
Union workhouse, built 1856. Architect J.E. Oates. Later Sunderland General Hospital, now Royal Hospital.
The remains of five wherries with various hull elements (and rudders and tillers) scattered over a 100m area of the shoreline.
Designated on 14 November 1972. Ryton Conservation Area embraces an old agricultural village, Victorian suburban extensions and wooded slopes to the
River Tyne.
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12071
12072
12073
12082
12311
12303

12305
12291
12274

Jolly Fellows Public
House
Ryton, Elvaston
Road, shops
Half Moon Public
House
Lintzford, mill race
Newburn, Stanners
Fishery
Newburn, Dripinttell
fishery
Newburn, Foul yare
Fishery
Newburn, Black
Stones Fishery
Ryton, Stani Pul
Fishery

Public house with exhuberant architecture and paintwork.
A former Victorian shopping parade, now mostly converted to residential use, but their fronts have been retained. One of the shops has an oriel window
topped by a turret with a spire. It was built as an observatory.
White rendered building.
A mill race dating to 1840, screened by a high stone wall on its eastern side. There are stone steps and a sluice. Nearby is a small sandstone shelter with
monopitch boarded roof.
In the 17th century the fishery was held by the tenants of husbandlands in Newburn, Walbottle and Butterlaw. It extended between Spetchells and Stanners
Farm. It included at least five fisheries. The rent (including part of Crumbwells) in 1851 was £100. The River Tyne was straightened in 1871-1883.
Dripinttell in 1298, Drypintille in 1479. 'Dryge' is Old English for 'dry' and apparently pintel' is Old English for 'penis'. Thus the name means the fishery
called or at Dry Penis. Pintill is a rare fish name. 'Pightel' is Middle English for small enclosure. Dry pintel therefore might allude to a shallow fishery where
only the lower parts of the body were submerged. It is recorded as one of a pair of fisheries (along with Foul Yare) and a place for drying nets. The fisheries
belonged to Hexham Abbey and the manor of Stella.
Foul yare in 1298, Fuyle 1479. 'Ful' is Old English for foul or dirty. It is recorded as one of a pair of fisheries (along with Dripinttell Yare) and a place for
drying nets. The yare belonged to Hexham Priory.
A fishery is recorded at Newburn from 1500 to c.1700. It extended from the west boundary of the manor of Newburn to the east boundary adjoining Sugley
grounds at Lemington. The rent of the Newburn and part of Crumbwells fisheries in 1851 was £100.
Stani Pul in 1128, Stampul. Means 'stoney pool'. One of the bishop of Durham's fisheries equipped with four stelnettes. The main catch would have been
salmon, but in fact a wider range of fish would have been taken (eg. Eels, pike, minnow, burbot, trout and lamprey' {G.N. Garmondsway (ed), 1939,
'Aelfric's Colloquy', pp 101-2}.
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Figure 1: Site location
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Figure 2: Key features in relation to topography

Throckley South
Housing Allocation

2 - Ryton Willows and Parson's Hall

418000

417000

416000

415000

414000

1 - South side of Tyne either side of Newburn Bridge

3 - Newburn village
6

#

7

#

4 - Ryton and Stella
5 - southern wooded slopes
6 - Hallow Hill and Rye Hill

O

8 - Southern corner of registered battlefield

17

#

15

6

O

#

7 - North bank of Tyne to west of Newburn village

#

566000

9 - River Tyne through registered battlefield
10 - Meadowland east of Stella Substation
11 - Industrial Estate on south side of Tyne
5

3

7
14

#

1
3

15 - Area to north-west outside of registered battlefield

#

14

9
#

#

9

8

#

#

1

# #

565000

4

#

#

2

#

15

#

13

16

#

10

10
5

11
12

4

#

564000

8

11

#
12

Newburn Registered Battlefield

1
1
1
O

# # ##

X:\e\EH_NHPP_Battlefields\010Geomatics\03 GIS Projects\Figures\newburn\2017-11-21\BATTLECO_Newburn_figure 3_2017-11-21.mxd*gary.jones*21/12/2017

2

#

#

14 - Hill to north-east outside of registered battlefield

13

#

#

13 - Industrial estate north side of Tyne

#

12 - New housing on site of Stella S Power Station

View of High Significance
View of Medium
View of Low Signficance
Other View

© Crown Copyright and database right 2015. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100024900.

0

1:12,500 @ A3

500 m

Figure 3: Newburn Landscape Character Areas and Views
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Figure 4: Armstrong Map, 1769 (not GIS) – Outline battle site

Figure 5: Ryton Tithe map extract (not GIS)
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Figure 6: Newburn Tithe map extracts (not GIS)
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Figure 7: OS 1st Edition
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Figure 8: Ordnance Survey 6 inch map (1895)
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Figure 9: Ordnance Survey 6 inch map (1914)
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Figure 10: Ordnance Survey 6 inch map (1938)
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Figure 11: Designations
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Figure 13: Historic Landscape Characterisation
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Figure 14: HER Monument Data

418000

417000

416000

415000

2011/160

566000

2008/51

2010/151

1999/26
2007/5
2005/96

X:\e\EH_NHPP_Battlefields\010Geomatics\03 GIS Projects\Figures\newburn\2017-02-22\BATTLECO_Newburn_figure_15_2017-02-23.mxd*matt.bradley*23/02/2017

1999/26
2013/92
Newburn Village
2010/41

2010/41

2012/103

2012/103

2010/152

2010/41

2012/47
2006/157

2004/33

565000

2007/161

1998/9
2010/64

Newburn Registered Battlefield

1996/19

2011/124

assessments

2008/120
2013/13
2012/122
Ryton village

evaluations

2012/20

1999/46

watching briefs

2010/186
2010/186

geophysics
1997/16

D

1999/45

Estimated location of ford
Newburn Church

1995/40

English army position
Scottish army position
2014/91

2011/61

2007/70

564000

1999/35

Meadow boundary at the time of
battle
Original route of the River Tyne in
1860 prior to re-channelling
(1874-1879)

2010/25

Scottish army movement - High
Ford; Scottish army movement Low Ford

1986/9

2000/34

English army movement; English
army movement - Holburn Dene;
English army movement - Stella
Lane
villages

2000/34

Administrative Boundary
Water Feature
© Crown Copyright and database right 2015. All rights reserved. Ordnance Survey Licence number 100024900.

0

1:12,500 @ A3

800 m

Figure 15: HER Achaeological Events
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Figure 16: Metal detector finds
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Figure 17: Relative levels of archaeological potential
relating to battlefield
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Figure 18: Relative levels of sensistivity or
capacity for change across battlefield

