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Appendix D - St Mary’s Well and St Mary’s Chapel National Heritage Listings and pilgrimage references 
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Appendix D - St Mary’s Well and St Mary’s Chapel National Heritage Listings and pilgrimage references 
 

 

 
 

 
 
Above: extract from: Grey, W, Chorographia: Or, A Survey of Newcastle Upon Tyne, in 1649, p10 & 24 
https://books.google.co.uk/books?id=r_c6PgAACAAJ&source=gbs_navlinks_s  
 
 

 
 

Above: extract from: History, Directory & Gazetteer of Durham & Northumberland, 1827, p70 
https://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4/id/139980/rec/1  
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Above: extract from: History, Topography & Directory of Northumberland, 1855, p467 
https://specialcollections.le.ac.uk/digital/collection/p16445coll4/id/178671/rec/4  

 
 
 
The Banqueting Hall to St Mary’s Chapel 
Cross Jesmond Dene Road opposite the Banqueting Hall and enter a small copse by the wooden gate 
provided. The copse, a small Dene formed by the course of a stream called the Moor Crook Letch, contains 
the remains of the Chapel of Our Lady of Jesmond or St. Mary’s Chapel. The oldest church or chapel in 
Newcastle, this was probably built by the Grenville family, one-time Lords of Jesmond, early in the 12th 
Century, from which date are the remains of the pillars of the chancel arch. 
 
The chapel is first mentioned in 1272 in an Assize Roll which records how five clerics helped a criminal 
escape from Newcastle Gaol – first to Jesmond Chapel and then to sanctuary at Tynemouth. Although the 
chapel was at one time in the possession of the Priors of Tynemouth, division of the manor between three 
sisters in 1333 led to confusion as to rights over the chapel and, at one time, three separate Chantries were 
maintained by their descendents; this confusion resulted in much scandal and damage, including stolen 
jewellery and chalices and in 1364, Edward III took claim. In 1549 the Mayor and Burgesses of Newcastle 
paid £144.13.4d to Edward VI to purchase the chapel and adjoining Hospice and in turn sold them to Sir 
Robert Brandling. 
 
The Chapel has been a place of pilgrimage for centuries because of the diversmiracles, reputed to have 
taken place among the sick who attended the Chapel and the neighbouring Holy Well. Even today there is 
an organised pilgrimage to the Chapel every year when a service is held in the ruins. Pilgrim street, in the 
centre of Newcastle, probably derives its name from being the route the pilgrims took on their journey to the 
Chapel. Following the Reformation and dissolution of the monasteries, the building thought to have been a 
hospital was rebuilt as a house, and the Chapel became a barn and stable; it passed through several hands 
until bought by Lord Armstrong who gifted it to the City. 
 
Above: Text taken from: https://www.jesmonddene.org.uk/history/ 
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St Mary’s Chapel to Armstrong Bridge 
Leaving the Chapel, we make our way to the Holy Well, which is situated some 200 yards west. On the 
stonehead is inscribed the word Gratia; the full inscription is, however, said to have read: Ave Maria Gratia 
Plena (Hail Mary full of grace). The well at one time was reputed to have been a warm spring and in cold 
weather a cloud of vapour issued from it – be that as it may, the waters of the present well are clear and 
ice-cool. The reputation gained over the centuries for miraculous cures of various ailments still remains 
today and people even now fill small bottles with the well’s water for its medicinal values. The well was 
acquired by the Corporation in 1932 and it having deteriorated considerably since then, it was decided in 
1982 to renovate the site and to take the opportunity to have a full archaeological investigation. From this it 
appears that the doubt that existed early in the century as to the exact site of St. Mary’s Well was justified 
as the present structure does not date back beyond the 17th Century. There are known to have been at 
least two other springs in the vicinity of the Chapel and it may be that one of these at least marked the site 
of the original miraculous cures. 
 
 

Above: Text taken from: https://www.jesmonddene.org.uk/history/ 
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