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Council to apply for new traffic enforcement powers following consultation
New enforcement measures could be introduced to improve safety at a busy Newcastle junction following a public consultation.
Newcastle City Council is applying to government for additional enforcement powers covering a range of traffic regulations that are currently the responsibility of the police.
The government invited councils to apply to take over these responsibilities and, as part of the process, councils had to consult on proposals that set out how this would be beneficial and improve road safety in at least one location.
A six-week consultation on proposals for council-led camera enforcement of the yellow box restriction at the junction of Christon Road and Great North Road, in Gosforth, has recently been completed.
The majority of those who responded supported the proposals, with some raising additional concerns about traffic issues in other areas. 
A number of safety concerns had previously been raised regarding the Christon Road and Great North Road junction and the fact that the yellow box is often blocked by vehicles at peak times.
This has resulted in some drivers using the wrong side of the road to avoid having to wait to turn right out of Christon Road and travelling through the junction at times when the pedestrian lights are on green, signalling that it is safe for people to cross.
Cllr Jane Byrne, cabinet member for a connected clean city at Newcastle City Council, said: “We’re grateful to the people who took the time to respond to this consultation to share their views on whether enforcement would help to make this junction safer.
“This is a busy junction both in terms of vehicles and the number of people using the pedestrian crossing.
“There’s been a lot of concern about safety at this junction, particularly for local school children who use the crossing on their walk to school.
“We believe that enforcement at this location will help to keep the junction clear and reduce the number of drivers carrying out dangerous manoeuvres, making it safer for everyone.”
Following the outcome of the consultation, the city council will now apply to government for the enforcement powers.
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[bookmark: _Hlk126746195]If approved, the council will be able to install cameras and begin enforcement at the junction of Christon Road and Great North Road, although for the initial six months drivers who breach the traffic restriction will be issued with a warning letter only for a first offence.
Other areas in the city could also be considered for enforcement action where this could also lead to improved road safety. 
Any further proposals would be subject to additional public consultation, although there would be no further requirement to apply again to government.
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