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2020-21 Admission Arrangements for Little Owls (2 year old provision)  
 
Applications for places in Little Owls should be made directly to the school.  The deadline for 
applications is given in the table below. 
 
If a child will reach the age of two during the academic year in question, places are available and 
the family meets the eligibly criteria set out by the government, the school can admit termly. Priority 
will be given to children who become two during the autumn term, then the spring term and then 
the summer term. 
 
Some children aged two are entitled to 15 hours of free childcare per week paid for by the 
government.  Eligibility for a place is set out below in the Policy section of this document. 
 
Little Owls start dates and application deadlines: 
 
Age 2 during:  Deadline for application: Little Owls start date:  
April to July 2020 May half term 2020 September 2020 
September to December 2020 October half term 2020 January 2021 
January to March 2021 February half term 2021 April 2021 

 
Offers of a place will be made by the school the half term before admission.  
 
Attendance in Little Owls does not guarantee a place in Thomas Walling Primary Academy’s 
Nursery class, but priority will be given to those children who have attended Little Owls as set out in 
the Nursery Policy section of this document.  Admission to Little Owls or Nursery will not guarantee a 
place in our Reception class, and children will not be given priority if they have attended either Little 
Owls or Nursery.  
 
 
2020-21 Admission Policy for the Little Owls 
 
Children will only be considered for a place in Little Owls if the parent meets the eligibility criteria set 
out below. 
 
You must be getting one of the following: 
 

• Income Support 
• income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA) 
• income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA) 
• support through part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act 
• tax credits and have an annual income under £16,190 before tax 
• the guaranteed element of State Pension Credit 
• the Working Tax Credit 4-week run on (the payment you get when you stop qualifying for 

Working Tax Credit) 
• Universal Credit 

 



Children are also entitled to a place if there are fewer applications than places available then every 
child meeting the above criteria will be offered a place.  
 
If there are more applications than places available, the following oversubscription criteria will be 
used in the order shown to decide which children will be allocated places. 
 

1. Children with statements of special educational needs or an education, health and care 
plan, where it names a specific school will be offered a place. 

2. Children are looked after by a local authority (CLA). 
3. The child is in receipt of Disability Living Allowance. 
4. The child has left care under a special guardianship order, child arrangements order or 

adoption order. 
5. Children with a brother or sister (a sibling) on roll in the academy in the academic year 

associated with the application.  
6. Children living nearest to the school as measured in a straight line distance from the school’s 

postcode to home postcode.  
7. Special reasons such as  

(a) Family breakdown  
(b) Three or more children under 5 years old in one household  
(c) Children who are at an educational disadvantage because their use of the English 

language is minimal or non-existent  
(d) Home accommodation unsuitable for young children  
(e) Failure to thrive socially, medically or psychologically  
(f) Physical, sensory or learning difficulties  

 
If special reasons are to be considered, detailed information about the child’s circumstance will be 
required. 
 
If the academy has had to refuse a parent’s application for Little Owls because there are more 
applications than places available, a waiting list will be kept of the names of applicants. If a place 
becomes available it will be offered to the applicant on the waiting list who ranks highest in 
accordance with our published admission rules.  
 
Admission to Nursery from Little Owls 
 
A child is eligible to attend our Nursery following the term of their third birthday.  If a Nursery place 
is unavailable for a Little Owl’s child following their birthday, their Little Owl’s place will remain 
available to them until the end of the academic year or until a Nursery place becomes available, 
whichever is sooner.   In each case, the applicant on the waiting list who ranks highest in 
accordance with our published admission rules will be offered a place first. 
 
There is no appeal procedure for parents refused a place in Little Owls. 

  

https://www.gov.uk/disability-living-allowance-children


2020-21 Admission Arrangements for Nursery Classes  
 
Applications for places in Nursery should be made directly to the school.  The deadline for 
applications is given in the table below. 
 
If a child will reach the age of three during the academic year in question and places are available, 
the school can admit termly. Priority will be given to children who become three during the autumn 
term, then the spring term and then the summer term. A place can only be offered to a child in 
these circumstances if it can be confirmed that the place is not needed for another child who will 
become four during that year.  
 
At Thomas Walling Primary Academy, all children aged three and four who are offered a place, will 
be given 15 hours of Nursery education funded by the Government.  For those eligible for 30 hours 
of Nursery funding from the Government, parents must supply the school with their eligibility code 
at the point of admission; if places are available, the school will offer 30 hours in these cases only.  
Parents who think they may be eligible for 30 hours of Nursery education should seek advice from 
the school office. 
 
Nursery start dates: 
 
Age 3 during:  Deadline for application: Little Owls start date:  
April to July 2020 May half term 2020 September 2020 
September to December 2020 October half term 2021 January 2021 
January to March 2021 February half term 2021 April 2021 

 
Offers of a place will be made by the school the half term before admission.  
 
Attendance at our Nursery does not guarantee a place in a reception class at the academy.  
 
 
2020-21 Admission Policy for our Nursery 
 
If there are fewer applications than places available then every child will be offered a place. If 
there are more applications than places available, then the following over-subscription rules are 
applied and places are offered to children who are ranked highest.  
 

1. Children with statements of special educational needs or an education, health and care 
plan, where it names a specific school will be offered a place. 

2. Children in the care of a local authority (looked-after children) 
3. On roll in Thomas Walling Primary Academy’s Little Owls. 
4. Children with a brother or sister (a sibling) on roll in the academy in the academic year 

associated with the application. 
5. Children living nearest to the school as measured in a straight line distance from the school’s 

postcode to home postcode.  
6. Special reasons such as  

(g) Family breakdown  



(h) Three or more children under 5 years old in one household  
(i) Children who are at an educational disadvantage because their use of the English 

language is minimal or non-existent  
(j) Home accommodation unsuitable for young children  
(k) Failure to thrive socially, medically or psychologically  
(l) Physical, sensory or learning difficulties  

 
If special reasons are to be considered, detailed information about the child’s circumstance will be 
required. 
  
If the academy has had to refuse a parent’s application because there are more applications than 
places available a waiting list will be kept of the names of applicants. If a place becomes available 
it will be offered to the applicant on the waiting list who ranks highest in accordance with our 
published admission rules.  
 
There is no appeal procedure for parents refused a place in our Nursery. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  



2020-21 Admission Arrangements for Reception to Year 6 
 
Places in Reception classes up to (and including) Year 6 can be applied for online at 
www.newcastle.gov.uk/admissions. Alternatively, please contact the school directly where we will 
be able to help you further. 
 
The number of places available in Thomas Walling Primary Academy’s Reception for 2020/21 is 
60. 
 
How and when to apply for places 
All applications for school places must be made on Newcastle City Council’s school 
application form and returned to Newcastle City Council. 
 
Applications for Reception places for September 2020 must be submitted by midday on 15th 

January 2020. Applications for school places in other year groups or after the start of the school 
year can be submitted at any time. 
 
Late applications 
Applications received after the closing date for admission into Reception will be classed as late 
and processed after all of the applications received on time. 
 
Special Educational Needs 
Children who have a statement of Special Educational Need (or an Education, Health and 
Care Plan) which names the school will be admitted to the school. 
 
How places will be allocated 
If there are enough places at the school then every applicant will be offered a place. If more 
applications are received than the number of places available, the following oversubscription 
criteria will be used in the order shown to decide which children will be allocated places. 
1. First priority for places will go to children who are currently looked after by a local authority 

(in care) and children who were previously looked after by a local authority and 
immediately afterwards became subject to an adoption, residence (child arrangements) 
order or special guardianship order. Evidence of the appropriate order must be submitted 
before the closing date for applications. 

2. Second priority for places will go to children with an older brother or sister (a sibling) who will 
be attending the school on the date that the younger child will be admitted in September 
2020. Sibling can be a brother or sister, half brother or sister, adopted brother or sister, step 
brother or sister, or the child of the parent or carer’s partner, as long as the children live at 
the same address. Nursery children are not eligible as sibling links. For applicants for places 
in year, the sibling link may be an older or younger child, with the exception of Nursery class 
children. 

3. Children with an exceptional medical reason that means they can only attend that specific 
school (for example, where the child or one or both parents has a disability that means that 
the child can only go to one school). 

 

http://www.newcastle.gov.uk/


• Strong supporting evidence must be provided from a healthcare professional involved 
with the child. 

• The professional must be independent of both the family and the school. 
• The evidence must relate specifically to the school for which the application is being 

made and must clearly demonstrate why it is the only school that can meet the child's 
needs. 

4. Children living nearest to the school as measured in a straight line distance from a single fixed 
central point at the school to a point in the centre of the home address of the child, using the 
Local Land and Property Gazetteer and British National Grid Easting and Northing co-ordinates. 

 
 
Parents/carers should note that admission into Thomas Walling Primary Academy’s Little Owls 
or Nursery class does not guarantee a Reception place in the main school.  
 
Allocation of Reception places does not take into account attendance at any specific Nursery 
class or school. 
 
Additional notes 

• In the event that more than one child has an equal right to an available place the place 
will be offered to the older child. 

• Parents/carers have two weeks to respond to an offer of a school place. If an 
acceptance is not received it may be assumed that a place is no longer required and 
the offer may be withdrawn. 

• Parents who share responsibility for the care of their child are expected to reach 
agreement to a school placement between them. In the event of a dispute the school 
will accept the application from the parent to whom the child benefit is paid. 

• When stating your choice of school, you must give the child’s permanent address at the 
time of application. The address of childminders or other family members who may share 
in the care of your child must not be quoted as the home address. 

• If the child lives part of the week between two parents, the child’s address should be the 
address where the child lives (1) during the school week, or (2) with the parent who 
receives child benefit, if there is any dispute. 

 
Waiting lists 
Children who are refused a place will be kept on a waiting list for a maximum of one school 
term. Waiting lists are cleared termly and parents will need to re-apply if they still want to be 
considered for a place at that school. For applications for Reception places, waiting lists are 
kept until the end of December in the year of admission and will then be cleared. Waiting lists 
will be ranked using the oversubscription criteria regardless of the date the application was 
received. 
 
Right of appeal 
Parents/carers who are refused a place for their child have a statutory right of appeal to an 
independent appeals panel. Please contact the School Appeals Team for information (phone 
0191 277 7427 or email schoolappeals@newcastle.gov.uk). Information is also available at 
www.newcastle.gov.uk/admissions 



 
Definitions 

• A Child Looked After is a child who is in the care of a local authority in accordance with 
section 22 of the Children Act 1989 at the time the application for admission to school is 
made and whom the local authority has confirmed will still be looked after at the date 
of admission. 

• An Adoption Order is an order made under section 46 of the Adoption and Children Act 
2002. 

• A Child Arrangements Order (previously known as a Residence Order) is an order 
outlining the arrangements as to the person with whom the child will live. 

• A Special Guardianship Order is an order appointing one or more individuals to be a 
child’s special guardian or guardians. 
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